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BY LANE HICKENBOTTOM '
Theater Critic

Simply brilliant!

During Cameron Mackintosh’s
presentation of “Les Misérables”
Tuesday night at the Lied Center for
Performing Arts, the acting company
justified its self-proclamation of “the
world’s most popular musical.”

The Lied Center certainly went out
of its way to give Lincoln “Les
Misérables™ for a week. I doubt even
Garth Brooks could fill the Lied
Center for eight performances. But the
week is sold out and for good reason.
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love, honor and a dream that the blue
sky will be a brighter tomorrow.

The musical is full of compassion
and full of tears. And those tears were
let loose Tuesday when the audience
was drawn into Jean Valjean’s life.
Valjean, the main character played by*
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breaking parole, changing his name,
buying a factory and becoming
mayor, Valjean comes across one of
his employees. Fantine, played by
Lisa Capps, has sold not only her hair,
but other parts and functions of her
body to pay for medicine for her ille-
gitimate daughter, Cosette.

Fantine is about to be arrested,
and Valjean, finding compassion for

cause, demands that she be taken

o a hogpital, not to court. Valjean
later to Fantine that he will look
after hér beloved Cosette.
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‘Les Mlserables lives up to its world-renowned name
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and Danielle Raniere, who plays the
young girl, meet for the first time and
fall into a special familial love. The
audience had no choice at this point

-but to fall in love with the sweet,
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There is no room and no point in
trying to spew out the whole plot, but
the musical rolls on with power as
Valjean is forced to hide in the shad-
ows from the police, all the while
raising Cosefte as he had vowed.

Victor Hugo’s amazing story

e. .explores not only this love but also
the story of revolutionaries, life-long

promises and romance. This intro-
duces the instant love between

Cosette ar ~ 4arius, a young man
played by Rich Affannato, who ends
up nearly dying for a better tomorrow.
Valjean saves his life almost as a gift
to Cosette so she can experience love.

Great acting made the characters
believable. An amazing rotating stage
full of elaborate sets and great light-
effects added to the mystique of “Les
Misérables.” And the often-forgotten
orchestra provided a beautiful yet
powerful platform.

Unfortunately for anybody with-
out tickets, all remaining shows are
sold out. If you get the chance, “Les
Misérables” is worth the money.
There is no better way to get a taste of
Broadway without leaving campus.




