
‘Hoodlum’ doesn’t reach potential 
Solid cast, plot can’t save 

poorly directed crime flick 
By Cliff Hicks 

Film Critic 

You know, “Hoodlum” had the 
potential to be a great film. It has 
a bunch of great actors, a fasci- 
nating theme, a great story and a 

powerful message. With all of 
this, it’s a tough thing to see how 
director Bill Duke botched this 
one up so badly. 

The story is adapted from the 
true tale of Ellsworth “Bumpy” 
Johnson (Laurence Fishburne), 
an ex-con who goes back to the 
criminal underworld to help pro- 
tect the only family he’s ever 

known a crime boss known as 

the Queen from an encroaching 
opponent mobster, Dutch Schultz 
(Tim Roth). 

Over the course of the story, 
the Queen is imprisoned, and the 
operation is turned over to 

Johnson, who eventually 
becomes corrupted by the power 
as the war rises between him and 
Schultz. Throughout the ordeal, 
Lucky Luciano, the crime boss of 
New York, tries to play both sides 
and pick the winner. 
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Roth and Garcia put on outstand- 
ing performances. Fishburne’s 
descent from Robin Hood to 
hoodlum is a veritable tour-de- 
force, almost on par with his per- 
formance in “Othello.” Roth’s 
twitchy gangster comes across as 

Christopher Walken on 12 pots of 
coffee. Garcia’s tranquillity 
helps round out the mix of noto- 
rious underworld figures. 

So with all of this acting, it 
would seem like the film would 
make itself. It doesn’t. 

All of the acting gems don’t 
come until after almost 80 min- 
utes of snail’s-pace dialogue, 
sparse action and camera shots 
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The Facts 
Title: “Hoodlum” 
Stars: Laurence Rishbume, Tim Roth, 
Vanessa Williams, Andy Garcia 
Director: Bill Duke 

Rating: R (violence, language, mature 

themes) 
Grade: C 
Five Words: Director the real crook here 

that linger far too long on 

scenery and generally uninterest- 
ing mishmash. The meat of the 
story doesn’t begin until well 
into the picture. 

Duke has a habit of panning 
across in an attempt to make the 
film seem more epic, but in 
doing so he robs the story of 
what makes it interesting in the 
first place. The 1930s were a 

time full of life and vigor. It was 

jazz and flappers, gangsters and 
gumshoes. Rather than focus on 

any of this, we’re treated to bor- 
ing hallways and stairwells. 

The sets all look authentic,Ij 
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director actually did something 
with them. When only 40 min- 
utes of the two-hour, 24-minute 
show remains, Fishburne finally 
shows us the dynamic acting that 
should have been central to the 
entire film. 

It’s unfortunate that by the 
time Roth and Fishburne really 
start to butt heads, most of the 
audience is either asleep or has 
left, because the story line has a 

great point to it. The fact of that 
matter is that Duke just drops the 
ball too much with the beginning 
of the film for viewers to really 
care about the ending, as great as 
it may be. 
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We've brought you 
Mrva/ia, 

The Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones 

and more, 
check out who's next! 
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Summertime Blues? 
Dr. Woody has the cure! 

Pint Draws 
All day, everyday! 

(Lite, Bud Lt, Bud, Busch Lt) 

We buy. sell 
and trade used 
and out of 
print games. 

Open gaming 
all day, everyday. 

Collectible Card Games. Miniatures. Role Playing, and more. 
Just minutes from campus. SW Corner of 2?th 8c Randolph 

2639 Randolph » 476-8602 s 

Photo courtesy of United Artists Pictures 
BRUTAL MOBSTER DUTCH SCHULTZ (Tim Roth, far right) escalates Harlem’s numbers war with help from members 
of his gang. 

r-Ni 

OVER ONE MILLION 
OFTHEBEST 

MINDS IN AMERICA 
HAVE ALREADY 

CHOSEN THE BEST 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 

TIAA-CREF. 

When it comes to planning a comfort- 
able future, over 1.8 million of 

America’s best and brightest count on 

TIAA-CREF. With $190 billion in assets, 

we’re the world’s largest retirement 

company, the nation's leader in customer 

satisfaction, and the overwhelming choice 
of people in education, research and 
related fields? 

The reason? For nearly 80 years, 
TIAA-CREF has introduced intelligent 
solutions to America’s long-term planning 
needs. We pioneered portable benefits. 
We invented the variable annuity and 

helped popularize the very concept «of 
stock investing for retirement planning. 

Today, TIAA-CREF s expertise offers 

an impressive range of ways to help you 
create a comfortable and secure tomorrow. 

From the guarantees of TIAA’s top-rated 
Traditional Annuity00 to the additional 

growth opportunities of our variable invest- 
ment accounts, you'll find the flexibility and 

diversity you need to help you meet your 

long-term goals. And they're all backed by 
some of the most knowledgeable investment 

managers in the industry. 
To learn more about the world’s pre- 

mier retirement organization, speak to one 

of our expert consultants at 1 800 842-2776 

(8 a.m.-ll p.m. ET). Or better still, speak 
to one of your colleagues. Find out why, 
when it comes to planning for tomorrow, 

great minds think alike. 

Visit us on the Internet at www.tiaa-cref.org 

Ensuring the future 
/ for those who shape it* 
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“Based on a survey conducted in 1995 by an independent organization in which 96% of respondents expressed overall satisfaction with TIAA-CREF. 
“”TIAA is one of only a handful of companies that currently hold the highest marks from the nation's leading independent rating agencies for stability, 
sound investments, claims-paying ability, and overall financial strength: An- (Superior). A.M. Best Co.: AAA, Duff &• Phelps; Aaa. Moody's Investors 
Service: AAA, Standard and Poor's. TIAAs guarantees are backed by its claims-paying ability. These ratings of TIAA as an insurance company do not 

apply to CREFJCREF certificates are distributed by TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services. Inc. For more complete information, including 
charges and expenses, call 1 800 842-2733. extension 5509, for a prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before you invest or send money. 
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