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The Nebraska men’s and women’s gymnastics
teams both finished on high notes and look to build
for a good year next season. PAGE 10

¥ The Mary Riepma Ross Film Theater will play
host to a collection of eight educational films from
the *50s and *60s tonight. PAGE 12

April 23, 1997

Light rain, high 58. Fog in wee Rours, low 40.
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Raquirenwntstoattmctstudents,anseﬁsays

By ErmN GiBson
Senior Reporter

The 1997 freshman class may be the
most elite class ever to enter the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln because of
new, higher admissions standards.

Lisa Schmidt, UNL director of ad-
missions, said the “the strongest fresh-
man class (UNL has) ever admitted”
will be brighter and better prepared for
college work than its predecessors.

Between 200 and 300 prospective
freshmen will be denied admission,
_Schmidt said. A total of 64 freshmen
applicants were denied admission last
fall, she said.

James Griesen, UNL vice chancel-
lor for student affairs, said the new
standards mean students who come to
the university will be prepared to suc-
ceed

“I don’t have any question that this
will make us a better university,”

Griesen said. “The student is always at
an advantage going into an environ-

- ment with the greatest chance for suc-

cess.”

Those students not admitted will be
encouraged to first attend a Nebraska
community college and then reapply to
UNL when their chance for success
here is greater, Griesen said.

Chancellor James Moeser said
UNL'’s old “open admissions” policy
has resulted in 25 percent of freshmen
now dropping out before their sopho-
more year. Not all of those students
flunk, he said, but many struggle to
meet minimum course requirements.

“We’ve admitted many students
who are not prepared to succeed at a
university like this,” Moeser said.

In the past, he said, the university’s
goal was to enroll a large number of
students, not just those with a chance
for success.

“Our goal is changing,” Moeser
said.

Griesen said it was unfair for the
university to admit students who have
little chance of success. The new stan-
dards will change that current, unjust
practice, he said.

The new admissions standards,
adopted by the NU Board of Regents
in 1993, went into effect for the first
time this spring for prespective UNL
students applying for fall 1997 admis-
sion.

To be automatically admitted, stu-
dents now must take stricter courses
in high school, and either be ranked in
the top half of their high school class,
score 20 or higher on the ACT or score
950 or higher on the SAT.

Applicants who do not meet the
requirements are placed under indi-
vidual review. Many of those students
are later admitted with deficiencies, and
will have to take UNL courses to make
up for high school courses they did not
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Prospect:veUmvemlyof Nebraska—i.mcoln undergraduates now must meet
tougher, new general admission requirements in order to be automatically
admitted. Starting this fall, students must complete additional high school
units of mathematics, social sciences, natural sciences and foreign language.
Smdemswﬂia}sohavatoseoraaﬂoasl%()onﬂwSAT score 20 or higher
onmeACTorbemﬂaatophaﬁoimalrgraduanmdass
meeting all requirements will be individually reviewed for admission.
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bill

alter fund distribution

By ERIN ScHULTE
Senior Reporter

Debate began Tuesday on some of
the 40 amendments to a bill promising
to be the session’s most tediously de-
bated.

LB806 would change how state
school aid is distributed — consider-
ing factors such as population sparsity,
number of non-English speaking stu-
dents and poverty rate — and cut the
Nebraska public school systems from
656 to 289.

“This bill will impact more commu-
nities in this state than any other piece
of legislation this session,” Sep. Elaine
Stuhr of Bradshaw said.

The bill was drafted in an attempt
to counter last year’s passage of
LB 1114, which would limit the amount
of property taxes levied by local gov-
emnments. Schools will be receiving less
of the property tax revenue.

Opponents say the bill will force
many small schools across the state to

Legisiature

close. Under the bill, elementary
school-only districts would merge with
a single high school system in order to
continue to receive state aid.

The elementary school board would
be a subdistrict and would continue to
make hiring and firing decisions, but
its budget would be determined by the
high school board. Residents of sub-
districts could vote and run for high
school board positions.

Those in favor of the bill say it will
force schools to spend more efficiently.
The bill establishes a $4,110 average
per-student spending value, which does
not include costs for transportation or
special education. Schools spending
less than the average should be helped
by the bill; those spending more may
be hurt.

Some critics say that urban schools
in Lincoln in Omaha will receive too

Please see SCHOOLS on 7

Donors use legal loopholes to back candidates

By Warre

Capyn.p\t Dady Nebraskan 1997

rarclyclmlged In each race, and
mrmghuchhsaleampmgnﬁmce

During the last month, the Daily

Nebraskan took a look at the people
giving to Nebraska election

Somelmgedomhptlhmmny

in one party. Others spread their money
between ideologies.

But one thing was clear through-

out — the same group of people make
. the rain fall in Nebraska politics,

Ineaehahuhen,themdmma-
' and the top donors -

loophole, they donated.

The loopholes were bundling and
soft money. Bundling is where blocks
of associated people donate at the same
time to make a bigger impact. They can
be families or they can be businessmen
and women from the same company,
gwmgasmdmduﬂs e

‘Soft money is money compa-
mmdwultbymﬁwﬁnlsthtgoea
directly to the national parties. The
national parties then turn around and
ﬂmndthﬂmybackintomwty

coffers.

A cross section of the people who
used those lmpholes to donate the

u Temme_Watmabe,thechmr-
man and CEO of the Oriental Trading
Co., a mail order house in Omaha.
Mother Jones magazine listed him as
the 22nd largest donor in the nation,
mostly beciuuc of Ins more than

corporation’s political action commit-
tee was one of the most ger , and
they were the largest soft money do-
nor in the state.

Gupta — along with his family mem-
bers — were near the top of the house,
senate and soft money donor lists for
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