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comes from the Federal Communications
Commission.

Soon, the FCC, which oversees the
nation’s airwaves, will grant broadcasters
access to second TV stations, free of charge.
The transaction is part of a plan to accelerate
the installation of high-definition TV, the next
generation of crisp TV images. In return for
this electronic largess, some FCC officials are
recommending that broadcasters provide free
air time for politicians pursuing federal of-
fice.

Seems like an eminently fair exchange.

The airwaves, after all, are public prop-
erty. That’s why their use by broadcasters is
contingent upon the grant of licenses by the
federal government. To obtain such a license,
the networks must demonstrate their commit-
ment to the public good.

Stations do so in part by airing public-
service announcements that generate no rev- :
enues whatsoever. This would appeara small |
price to pay for having access to millions of
viewers, in return for which sponsors pay
large sums of money to transmit their com-
mercial messages.

Political ads are public-service messages.
They communicate a candidate’s views on
issues, thereby providing voters with the facts
they need to make informed judgments. That

humor, then I and many of my peers
missed where the humor was.
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