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Cola Wars

As negotiations wind down for the bev-
erage contract, hands will stretch out from
every corner of the campus.

The contract means millions of dollars a
year for 10 years, and its possibilities are
seemingly endless.

Sure, the money is rumored to be ear-
marked for technology and scholarships, but
- it is technically still free for anyone to take. -

ASUN has been strong in demanding that
students have a say in where the money goes,
and has already conveyed students’ wishes
for upgraded computer facilities, longer hours
for labs and greater technical support.

The university must listen.

Money from the beverage contract —
which will offer thousands of students only
one bottler’s line of soda—should go to help-
ing students where they need it.

. Because all students will be giving up
their beverage choice, all students should ben-
efit from the contract. Scholarships would
benefit students, but not all students.

Beverage contract money would help all
students by alleviating the student fees that
seem to be constantly rising.

For example, the new technology fee will
do much to improve students’ access to tech-
nology on campus, both in the classroom and
in campus labs. Improved access is necessary
since the modem pool was eliminated, and a
small fee increase now may be warranted.

But the fee seems destined to rise above
the $5 amount designated for 1999. Comput-
ers are not a lifetime investment and must be
replaced. Inflation will send up the price of
replacement and the price of new technology
— higher than can be handled with a $5-per-
credit-hour fee.

The beverage contract millions could keep
this fee low in the future and help students
win the financial battle of attending school.

But beverage contract proceeds could go
a lot further toward bringing all classrooms
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SAN MARCOS, Texas (U-
WIRE) — A black Jesus? The very
words caused uproar when a New
Jersey theater decided to cast a black
actor as Jesus for the first time in the
82-year history of its passion play.

Five tour groups led their
reservations. Others wanted to
reschedule for when a white actor
would resume playing Jesus. After
several death threats were phoned to
the theater, two church schools g
canceled out of fear for the safety of
their students.
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And Krishna’s not the only one.
Buddha of India, Tammuz of Syria,
Tao of Nepal, Hesus of the Celtic
Druids, Bel of Babylon and more
share portions of this story. The
oldest version comes from Egypt,
where Osiris was the god-king who
was killed, resurrected and became
the way to salvation. His wife Isis,
through an immaculate conception,

. gave birth to Horus, who shares a
slory very similar to Jesus, Krishna

and the rest.

While this could all be one big
coincidence, I'd call it a product of
< cultural diffusion rather than some
shared “psychic connection™ of
humanity. And though each one has
its own unique specifics, the general
story remains the same.
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about the demographic makeup of
that area of the world nearly 2,000
years ago. The Bible itself describes
Jesus in Revelations as having hair

like wool and feet like burnt brass.
Some say that Jesus wasn't any
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