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Supreme Court should
protect free speech

The Supreme Court heard arguments
Tuesday for and against the Communications
Decency Act.

The justices should have immediately
declared the dangerous law unconstitutional
and moved on to other matters.

Instead, a decision on the matter is ex-
pected in July. Those who value free speech
will be sweating until then.

The Communications Decency Act (a law
since its passage last year) could more accu-
rately be called the Hogtie Free Speech on
the Internet Act.

The law, an inexplicably misguided piece
of legislation introduced by Nebraska’s
former Sen. Jim Exon, makes it a crime to
make “indecent” or “patently offensive”
words or pictures available online where they
can be found by children. Violators could get
up to two years inprisonanda$250 000 fine.

Now, keeping nude pictures away from
children is certainly a laudable goal. (Aﬂer

all, if kids get their fill of nudity on the ‘net,
they won’t get it from prime time television

| —and all those advertisements will have been

for naught.)

But the problem with this law, as with all
other attempts at censorship, is that “inde-
cent” and “patently offensive” are either
loosely defined or not defined at all.

To be sure, Sen. Exon probably defined
“indecent” to include pictures of people hav-
ing sexual relations with kitchen appliances.
That’s certainly nothing children need to see
to become well-rounded adults.
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Defending the Fort

High school students may be “on
the right track,” but John Fulwider

tion and distortion of innumerable
languages whose “standards” you
find inferior to our own.

I'll try to overlook the titanic
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