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Pencils’ obsolescence
is still far, far away
From the Sacramento (quij.‘) Bee

For anyone fearful that the relentless
march of technological innovation will
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solace to be found in
the survival — indeed

. .

very simple and old-

fashioned instrument: Y8t it seems-

the pencil. )

The sale of pen-  unlikely
cils, from the classic
yellowNo.2toredlip  that the
liners, reached 2.8 bil- il
lion last year, up from pencit,
1.8 billion in 1983. . .

Most American which s
pencils are made, and SO
have been for decades,
in the hills of central reminis-
Tennessee, where there
once was a plentiful cent of the
supply of Tennessee
red cedar, thewoodof ~ early
choice. hool

The red cedar is SCNoo
now long gone, and .
California incense ce- Y€QTrs, Will
dar, imported from
sustained-yield forests be cast Oﬁc
on the western slopes time
of the Sierra, has taken any
its place. soon.”

Revenue for
American pencil

manufacturers, which

still dominate the market in this country, was
$161.8 million in 1993, up from $38 mil-
lion in 1973. That’s not a huge industry, but
the Los Angeles Times reports that it’s a
thriving one.

It relies on such steady customers as the
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Cookin’ a smorgasbord
Life’s recipe calls for work, kids, joy

N

Cooking’s tough, you know.

It’s all about balance; getting the
right mixture of beans, sauce,
crumbs in a green bean casserole or,
as I found out the hard way on
Saturday, the right amount of
Hershey's chocolate sauce, brownie
mix and chocolate chips.

In my old age (such a ripe 21),
I'm finding that life's a lot like
cooking — balancing a little fun and

I cnt in life is the ability to dream.

Dreams have the greatest
potential to alter who you are and
who you will become.

Author Emily Bronte writes,
“I’ve dreamt in my life dreams that
have stayed with me ever after, and
changed my ideas: They’ve gone
through and through me, like wine

& through water, and altered the color

of my mind.”
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