
First black LAPD chief’s fate uncertain 
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restore the Los Angeles Police Department’s 
reputation has convinced the people on the 
street but not the cop on the beat. Now his job 
is on the line. ( 

Willie Williams, the city’s first black police 
chief and the only one hired from outside the 
LAPD in 50 years, also has angered the mayor 
and the city Police Commission, which warned 
in 1995 that he was on thin ice. 

Williams inherited a department shamed by 
the Rodney King beating and its failure to con- 
trol bloody riots that erupted in 1992 after ac- 

quittals in the criminal trial of officers video- 
taped beating King. 

Rebuilding confidence in the embattled de- 
partment was a tall order. But Williams and 
many city residents say he has delivered. 

In a letter requesting a second five-year term 
as the city’s 50th police chief, Williams said 

he fulfilled his promise of more patrols in the 
nation’s second-largest city and promotions for 
minorities and women. 

“Due in large part to my efforts, the once- 

exemplary reputation of the LAPD has been 
largely restored,” Williams wrote. 

In a recent Los Angeles Times poll, 66 per- 
cent of residents surveyed approve of Williams, 
compared with 56 percent last June. More than 
half feel as safe or safer than they did five years 
ago. 

When he took the job in 1992, Williams 
pledged to adopt reforms recommended by the 
Christopher Commission, a blue-ribbon panel 
that chronicled racism and brutality in the de- 
partment of his predecessor, 14-year Chief 
Daryl Gates. % 

Since Williams arrived in Los Angeles from 
Philadelphia, where he was police commis- 
sioner, violent crime has dropped more than 

20 percent and complaints against officers 
dropped from more than 1,300 in 1991 to 602 
two years ago. 

Mayor Richard Riordan has not commented 
on whether Williams should be rehired to the 
$172,000-a-year post, but they have clashed 
over the number of new officers needed and a 
Las Vegas trip Williams took that was paid for 
by a casino. 

Another gripe is that Williams hasn’t taken 
the required law enforcement test, said a vet- 
eran officer who spoke only on the condition 
of anonymity. 

“It really goes to the issue of credibility,” 
the officer said. “Here’s a guy who is making a 
tremendous amount of judgments on peace-of- 
ficers, but he isn’t a peace officer.” 

Williams declined an interview request from 
The Associated Press for this story. 

In 1995, the Police Commission told Will- 

lams he could be tired if he didn t improve his 
management skills and hurry up with policy 
changes ranging from officer discipline and the 
use of force to community policing. 

Commission members, who are appointed 
by the mayor, have until April 7 to render their 
decision, but could make a determination as 

early as this week. Regardless, the City Coun- 
cil has the final say. Williams’ term aids July 
6. 

His lawyers have already drafted a lawsuit 
claim they plan to file if Williams isn’t given a 
second term, but they have offered to withdraw 
it for $3-million, the Los Angeles Times re- 
ported Friday. 

The claim alleges the commission used the 
wrong standards to evaluate Williams’ perfor- 
mance and acted with bias, the Times said. It 
also alleges he was unable to properly do his 
job because of political pressure from Riordan. 
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Retro clothing. 
Early ’80s music. 

Used term papers. 

Don’t you ever 1 
buy anything new? I 

I W Present these MasterCard Exclusives™ coupons along with your MasterCard,® and save some money on 

things you could use. Like maybe a great pair of jeans — preshrunk and faded to look old, of course. 
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Purchase any two compact discs with a regular 
price of $9.99 each or higher with your 
MasterCard* card and receive a FREE CD single 
or cassette single. 

ONer Hat ValM WNbeet This Coupon. 
Offer and coupon valid 2/1/97 to 5/31/97. Offer valid only on pur- 
chases using a MasterCard* card. Coupon must be redeemed at 
the time of purchase. Limit one per customer. Cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other coupon or offer. Any reproduction, copy 
or facsimile wM not be accepted. Offer valid on regular-priced, 
in-stock merchandise only at any participating Sam Goody or 
Musicland store. 

STORES: ENTER MARKDOWN COOE #046 
UPC CODE 00100-00046 
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The hottest fashion trends from London to 

J Tokyo—all in one place. Use this coupon and 
your MasterCard* card to save 15% on every- 

J thing you want from Express. Express. What’s 
new. Now. 

Oflw M MM WNkMt TMi CMPM. 
Offer and coupon valid 2/1/97 to 5/31/97. Offer valid only on pur- 
chases using a MasterCard* card. Coupon must be redeemed at 

1 the time of purchase Offer does not apply to prior purchases and 
2 cannot be usad to purchase gilt certificates This coupon cannot be 

I combined Mth any other coupon or discount. It is valid in all 
Express stores for Express merchandise only. H is not valid in 
Structure or Bath & Body Works stores. Associates of Express and 

I its affiliates and immediate family members are not eligible to 

J receive this discount. 
AUTHORIZATION #503. 
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Save 15% on your first order when you use your 
MasterCard* card. Call 1-800-433-3600 to 

request a FREE catalog. Mention code GGWA 
when making purchase. 

Otter valid 2/1/97 to 5/31/97. Offer valid only on purchases using a 
MasterCard* card. Offer void where prohibited, taxed, or restricted. 
Coupon may not be combined with any other coupon or discount 
Offer does not apply to shipping and handling. Limit one order 
per person. 
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“Get organized” and plan your busy schedule with the 
company that invented the personal organizer. Pay just 
$19.95 for the complete Day-Timer portable loose-leaf 
system—a savings of 50% when you use your 
MasterCard* card. System includes: 

Black zippered binder 
Full year of dated pages 
FREE binder personalization 
FREE AM/FM stereo headphones 
FREE shipping 

Call Day-Timer, Inc. at 1-800-225-5005. Mention Key 
#153294 to get this trial offer for students. Use product 
#AFP7529X to order. 
Oder Mid 2/1A7 to 5/31/97 Oder valid only on purchases using a 
MasterCard* card. Limit ona order par parson. 100% SATISFAC- 
TION GUARANTEED 
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Save 10% on any purchase of $50 or 
more when you use this coupon and 
your MasterCard* card at participating 
stores. To locate the store nearest you, call 
1-800-353-FOOT (1-800-353-3668) or visit 
us on the Internet at www.theathletesfoot.com 

Ofltr Hot Valid Without TMt Coupon. 
Offer and coupon valid 2/1/97 to 5/31/97. Offer valid only on pur- 
chases using a MasterCard* card. Coupon must be redeemed 
at the time of purchase. Offer not valid with any other offer or 
discount or previous purchases. Offer valid at all participating 
The Athlete's Foot stores in the U S. 
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