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Johnson takes job
as Badger coach

Former Husker
setter starts coaching
job on Friday.

By SHANNON HEFFELFINGER
Staff Reporter

Personally, Christy Johnson
will take on new challenges when
she beoomes an assistant volleyball
coach at Wis-
consin on Fri-

day.

T-h#
former setter
for the Ne-
braska volley-
ball team has
1 never been to
Wisconsin, and

- coaching at the
Johnssn collegiate level
is something she regarded as a
long-term .

But Johnson will not be break-
ing new ground. The road from
Lincoln to Madison, Wis., hasbeen
traveled before. Badger Coach John
Cook was an assistant under NU
Coach Terry Pettit during the 1989
and 1990 seasons before taking
over the Wisconsin program.

Teaming up with another prod-
uct of the Cornhusker program will

help to ease the transition, Johnson

said.

“I don’t think I would take a
chance like this unless I was really
comfortable with the program and
the coach,” Johnson said. “He runs
his program a lot like Coach Pettit
does, and it will be nice to have
those similarities.”

Those similarities were also on
Cook’s mind when he considered
Johnson for'the position. Although
Cook never had the chance to coach
the two-time All-American, he is
confident that Johnson formed a
good work ethic while at NU.

“Subconsciously, it played a
part in my decision,” Cook said.
“Both of us have been influenced
by the tradition at Nebraska, and I
think that we will work well to-
gether. We will probably look at a
lot of things from the same view-
point. It should be an easy fit.”

Not surprisingly, Johnson and

Cook looked 1o their old ties at Ne-
braska before entering into their
new ip. Before offering
Johnson the position, Cook dis-
cussed the move with Pettit, his
good friend and fermer boss.

“We talked through Christy and
some of the other candidates,”
Cook said. “But Coach Pettit would
never make my decision for me.
That’s just the respect we have for
each other and the nature of our
friendship. After I hired her
though, he told me 1 had made a
great decision.”

Johnson also discussed her op-
tions with her former coach. Pettit
said he was supportive of the pos-
sibility of Johnson coaching for

“Everything Christy- does, she
does exceptionally well,” Pettit
said. “She combines commitment
and passion with a tremendous
amount of energy. She will be an
exceptional coach.”

Of all the candidates, Johnson
was the youngest and had the least
experience. Johnson coached her
alma mater Millard North High
School to a 15-12 mark in her first
season.

Johnson is also the math teacher
at Millard North but will not com-
plete her contract because her new

position requires her to take over

in two days. Her main responsibil-
ity with the Badgers will be to work
with the setters and to recruit in the
Midwest.

“Even though I can’t even stay
the full year,” Johnson said, “I'm
so grateful for the opportunity I had
there. I learned so much about
coaching. There is such a big dif- ,
ference between coaching and play-*
ing, and I never realized how
much.”

Whatever Johnson lacks in ex-
perience, Cook said, she makes up
for with her character.

“When I need to hire someone,”
Cook said, “I ook for someone who
is an exceptional person. Excep-
nonalpd:plehavem'nwynet
goals, focus on the big prize and
get things done.

“Christy is that type of person.
She accomplished something at
Nebraska that none -of their other
great seuasevercmldbymnnmg
a national championship.”

- Petar Malesev has not been easy

'Lavy strives to soar hlgher

By Vince D’Apamo
Staff Reporter

Lavynu‘l “I’'m just trying to keep it
strong.”

It marked the second straight year
Lavy triumphed in the high jump at

Emerging from the shadow of lhe Husker Invite, duplicating

NCAA indoor high-jump champu;‘m
or
Nebraska high
jumper Shane

But - this
season, Lavy, a
sophomore from
Glasco, Kan., has
jumped out from
Malesev’s shadow
by leaps and
bounds

Lavy Last Fri-
day, Lavy posied a career-best clear-
ing 7-feet 5%-inches at the Nebraska-
Iowa Athletic Conference Invite. The
leap was the best by any collegian
posted this season.

The week before in the Frank
Sevigne Husker Invitational, Lavy
ﬁed the bar at 7-5 tying his personal

Despite nursing a sore knee and
ankle, he finished first, a position Lavy
has become accustomed to this season.

“I feel more healthy right now,”
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in the 1983-84 season.

Against Baylor, Beck said she
hopes to get the same type of perfor-
mance the Huskers gave Monday
night against the ninth-ranked Long-
horns. Nebraska had eight different
players scorc against Texas, and the
Huskers won the battle of the boards
47-44,

Freshman center Charlie Rogers
grabbed a career-best 12 rebounds,
including seven in the first seven min-
utes, and scored 10 points. Beck said
the 6-foot-2 Rogers out-played Texas
All-America candidate Angela Jack-
son. - .
81“:We wanted w Jackson in-

ide so we put lie Rogers back

ingide and she had a great game,”
Beck said.

Since Jan. 7, Rogers has started 10

Malesev’s accomplishment.

“Ididn’t know that Petar had done
it for two years in a row,” Lavy said.
“I'd like to keep the streak.”

This weekend Lavy will be hop-
ing for another personal best when he
competes in the Big 12 Conference
championship meet at the Bob
Devaney Sports Center.

In his last two meets,
missed clearing the 7-6'2 mark which
will set a Nebraska school record.

Lavy, who was an NCAA indoor
All-American after finishing sixth as
a freshman, said clearing the mark in
future meets is not farfetched.

“I think the problem was that I was
clearing too soon,” Lavy said.

Otherwise, Lavy said, he has im-
proved in all aspects of his high-jump-
ing ability.

“I feel more advanced in my ap-
proach, my form and my aggressive-
ness,” Lavy said. “I think the indoor
season is a big practice session for the
outdoor season.

“I would definitely like to be on

on skid

of NU’s last 12 games, and for the sec-
ond straight contest she will have her
hands full in the post. This time
Rogers battles Baylor’s 6-4 sophomore
center Kacy Moffitt.

MoffTitt leads the Bears in scoring
averaging 10.5 points per game and
12.7 points in conference action.

Beck said the Huskers might have
a slight disadvantage having played
Monday night and using only one day
to prepare for the Bears.

“I’m not real concerned about the
back-to-back thing,” Beck said.
“We’ve been put in a difficult situa-
tion because they played on Saturday.
But we're kind of taking the Big Elght
attitude. When we were in the Big
Eight Conference and played Friday-
Sunday we had a one-day turnaround.
Our team is capable of putting a one-
day tumaround together and playing
well.”

Brandt awaits Huskers

BRANDT from page 7

is a big factor in the game.
“In this conference, you definitely

- havemadvnmagetobelhehmw
. team,” he said.

Baylor is 13-2 at home this sea-
son, its two losses coming to Kansas
and Colorado. Nebraska is 2-7 on the
road this season and has yet to win a
league road

Nee said the Bears’ home record
s!mlheyareadlfﬁwltlwnforany-
one to face.

“They mavery.mmw

._huuigm:tham. Nee said. “The
 road has not been tous, and
- wuﬂmmmu:’wy
-top’!qamm minutes.”

Omuftwommthenws
roster, Brandt said his e  has

'hdpdthcn'ursmchahmhalevel

of consistency this season.

Brandt has led the Bears in scor-
ing four times this season, including
a 20-point effort in the Bears’ 76-72
overtime win over Texas last month.

He will have his hands full against
Nebraska’s Mikki Moore and Venson
Hamilton. The 6-9 Hamilton averages
10.7 points and 8.6 rebounds per
game. The 6-11 Moore averages 11.5
and 7.8 boards a game.

“We had seen him play and we
thought he was a player with a lot of

ramlml”Nee said. “And he abso-
utely does a great job for them now.”
But it hasn’t been just this season
that Brandt has been a vital piece of
the Baylor lineup.

“I've been lucky enough to start
every game since I've been here,”

Brandt said. “So the expmenoehas
definitely been a factor.”

Lavy hasjust

| would definitely
like to be on top in

the Big 12.”

SuanE Lavy
NU highjumper

top in the Big 12.”

Pepin said Lavy’s development

starts with Lavy’s productive work
habits.

“He’s had a real good season so

far,” Pepin said. “He has prepared bet-

Lavy’s personal indoor best last sea-

son was a 7-5, which he jumped at the
Husker Invite. He struggled in last
year’s Big Eight indoor championships

enough to jump a 7-5 and win the final
Big Eight outdoor high-jump title.

Lavy said he wants to use his re-

cent success as a springboard for the
Big 12 Championship meet.

“I’'m going to hit it hard,” Lavy said.
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