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The only people who don’t recognize the
name Danny Elfman are the ones who don’t
watch movie credits.

Elfman started out as the leader of a band
known as Oingo Boingo. The only hit they
ever really had was “Weird Science.”

Somewhere along the line, Elfman
started composing, and long after Oingo
Boingo was gone, Elfman was still doing
music for movies.

On “Music For a Darkened Theatre —
Volume 1,” the early years of Elfiman’s com-
posing were recounted, from “Pee Wee
Herman’s Big Adventure” to “Beetlejuice.”
All of it was enrapturing.

The thing that makes Elfman such a
spectacular composer is that his hand Icaves
a recognizable signature in the music, but
the music still varies widely.

On Volume 2, Elfman realizes that he’s
bemsobusythatonedncmﬂdn t be enough
to even give a smattering of his works, so it
ended up as a two-disc set.

Disc one opens with music from “Edward
Scissorhands.” Elfinan has done the mwsic
for most (if not all) of director Tim Burton’s
films, and they all bear a little rescmblance
to each other.

It then flows through “Dolores
Claiborne,” “To Die For” and “Black
Beauty™ before finishing with “Batman Re-
turns.” The theme for “Batman” is one of
Elfman’s greatest pieces, and it’s echoed
here.

Disc two is where the music gets really
frantic. It opens with music from “Mission
Impossible.” It shifts from low suspense to
high action in only 10 minutes.

The next set of music comes from
“Sommersby” and lingers like a spirit,
swooping slowly with dark tones of bass.

Then to “Dead Presidents.” The music
marks a definite change for Elfman, heavy
on percussion and electric guitar.

A shade of “Nightmare Before Christ-
mas” is required, because Elfiman composed
all the music and sang the lead role, Jack
Skellington. Luckily, it doesn’t dwell here
too long.

The rest of the album is composed of odds
and ends that Elfman has done, but that
haven’t been released, for the most part.

Scores from “Freeway” and “Shrunken
Heads” add in to music from various “Amaz-
ing Stories” episodes, the Nike commercial
which starred Charles Barkley as a super-
hero and the themes for “The Flash,” “Pce
Wee's Playhouse” and “Beetlejuice - Ani-
mated TV Series.”

“Music For a Darkened Theatre — Vol-
ume 2” closes with the original demo for
“This Is Halloween” from “Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas.”

On Volume 3, music from “The
Frighteners” and “Mars Attacks” will eas-
ily make appearances, along with dozens
more. Elfinan is one of the busiest people in
composing today, and arguably, the best.
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