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Call to action

. ’ . e ) .
Clinton’s education priority

“... my number one priority for the next
Jour years, is to ensure that all Americans
have the best education in the world.~ :

“Let 5 work together to meet these three
goals: every 8-year old must be able to read,
every 12-year-old must be able to log on to
the Internet, every 18-year-old must be able
to go to college, and every adult American
must be able to keep on learning for a life-
time."

President Clinton’s State of the Union
address Tuesday before a joint session of
Congress, innumerable dignitaries and the
most important audience — we, the citizens
—commenced by referring to the beginnings
of the Cold War, as a call to arms for the
government and citizens to defend against
the “enemy of our time”— inaction.

And although he spoke about crime,
welfare, a balanced budget and the role of
the United States on the world stage — it
was Clinton’s remarks on ‘education that
should leave the greatest impact on the pros-
perity of America— now and in the future.

Clinton stressed education as “one of
the critical national security issues for our
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future” and deemed it his No. 1 priority. Anne
The budget he will be submitting to ‘
Congress next Thursday will allot $51 bil- HJERSMAN

lion to education alone— commendable in
an era when the federal government is be-
coming more and more stringent with tax
dollars and revenue.The highlights of his
plan would involve setting standards for both
students and teachers to meet, using volun-
teers to help teach reading and writing and
developing character and citizenship in
school.

To ease the burden of higher education
on families, Clinton has vociferously advo-
cated tax breaks worth up to $10,000 to
apply toward the cost of attending a univer-
sity.

The President was not afraid to appeal

to the Republican leadership. Perhaps there
is hope in Washington.

A fast for the main discourse
Shanks’ stand for justice breaks university’s silence

empty-headed act. So he offered
leaders of UNL'’s student organiza-

#¥1 tions an ultimatum: Publicly
11 denounce racism or watch me starve.

It was an admittedly simple, yet
admirable, request — one that

sl shouldn’t have had to be made. It

seems some people at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln are still stuck

"| on square one in the Civil Rights

movement. In fact, they may have

and the NAACP, that people on both
sides of the cross-burning issue were
able to sit across the table from one
another to seriously discuss the
implications of the incident.

Though nothing solid came out of

. that meeting, it was said to be the

first step in paving the way to a
resolution.

That all sounds very nice (and
strangely familiar), but I've got a
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