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Foreign-made tapes 
can be dubbed for 
students. 

By Jonathan Houghton 
Staff Reporter 

Students wondering why video- 
tapes they bought in another country 
won’t work in American videocassette 
recorders'might look to Kay 
Schupbach for help. 

Schupbach runs a videotape con- 

version service at UNL, a service she 
said most students probably don’t 
know exists. 

With the help of a specially 
equipped VCR, she dubs videos from 
virtually any country onto a tape that 
works on American VCRs. 

She said the service is helpful for 
foreign students, who might unknow- 
ingly bring tapes from their home coun- 

try and expect them to play on Ameri- 
can VCRs. 

Students who want to send their 
home movies to their parents in other 
countries might also find the service 
beneficial. 

“I’ve watched one student’s baby 
grow up,” she said. “The student and 
her husband’s in-laws live in Germany 
and France, where the VCRs have dif- 

ferent operating systems.” 

Schupbach said she has converted 
several home movies for the students 
to send to their parents. 

VCRs around the world can run on 

any of six different operating systems, 
she said, which can cause confusion at 
times. She said North American coun- 
tries’ VCRs run on a different broad- 
cast system than VCRs in Europe. 

To convert videotapes, Schupbach 
has to use a VCR that can play videos 
from each country. She then uses a 

simple dubbing process to convert the 
material from a foreign tape onto an 

American tape. 

But while such a VCR is available 
for about $1,300, Schupbach said the 
fee she charges for converting videos 
is closer to a student’s price range — 

$7.50 for converting an hour-long vid- 
eotape, and $5.00 for each additional 
hour. 

Her fees can vary depending on 

whether students supply their own 
blank tape. 

“We’d like to provide it free,” she 
said, “but we have to pay for upkeep 
of the machine. Student fees pay for a 
lot of it.” 

Schupbach said her service gets 
around 10 or 15 requests for tape con- 
version per month, mostly from foreign 

students. She said she is usually able 
to return videos to students in about 
three days. 

Schupbach has run the service since 
1994, when Nebraska Union Director 
Daryl Swanson approached her about 
the possibility of Schupbach moving 
from her job in the union’s recreation 
room. 

“He asked if I’d like to do some- 

thing in the rec room besides hand out 
pool balls,” Schupbach said. 

But her new job hasn’t been as 

simple as she had hoped. 
Last semester, Schupbach had to 

temporarily shut down her service 
when the mechanism that held tapes 
inside the VCR broke. The manufac- 
turer could not find the necessary part 
for her for six months. During that time, 
Schupbach said she received several 
requests from students that she was 
unable to fill. 

Fortunately, a local video service 
helped Schupbach by loaning her the 
necessary equipment until die could 
get her own unit repaired. 

Before beginning this job, 
Schupbach had never had any techni- 
cal training. Even now, she said, she 
didn’t consider herself an electronics 
expert. 

“I’m dill wondering how to get that 
12:00 off my VCR.” 
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Now 'til Jan. 26th, save even more on select ladies’ clothing by deducting 
an X-TRA 20% from the markdown price of items already reduced 25% to 50%! 

EXAMPLE: Original price $70, it's on sale for $39.90... 
take an extra 20% ofL.your price is just $31.92! 

Ipok For The Red X Tags & Signs.' 
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ASTHMA 
PATIENTS 

Breath Right Nasal Strip® Nighttime 
Asthma Research Study 

• 5 week study evaluating the Breath Right 
Nasal Strips® in nighttime Asthma 

• Must he using Ventolin/Proventil only for 
Asthma Symptoms 

• 18-65 years of age, non-smokers 
• 5 short visits 
• Up to $400for participating_ 

When your schedule isn't 
flexible, it's nice to know 
that UNL courses are. 

UNL's most popular courses in... 
Accounting 
AG LEC 
Art History 
Classics 
Economics 
English 

Finance 
Geography 
History 
Management 
Marketing 
Math 

Philosophy 
Physics 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Sociology 

Are available through UNL 
College Independent Study: 
■ Study and take exams when your schedule allows, 

when you're ready. 
■ Take as long as a year or as few as 35 days 

to complete a course. 

■ Send an average of six assignments per course to your 
instructor, and receive rapid turnaround of your materials. 

Call 72-4321 a free College Independent Study 
catalog, or visit our office at the Clifford Hardin Nebraska 
Center for Continuing Eucation, 
Room 269, 33rd and University of 
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