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Money talks
Students should voice
full-funding support

The Umvetslty of Nebraska budget fig-
ures, while perhaps not as exciting as the score

L | ofh Btk basketball game or the outcome

of a wrestling dual, represent something that

] | affects us all.
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For fiscal year 1997-98, the university

| has requested a budget increase of $18.39

million, for a budget of $350 million. -

In turn, Gov. Ben Nelson recommended
the university receive a $9.18 million increase,
for a total budget of $341.5 million.

Nelson’s recommendation represents a
2.77 percent change over fiscal year 1996-
97.

But such a minor increase does not ad-
equately cover the potential effects UNL stu-
dents might experience. Although the request
is for the whole university system, UNL would
not be immune to any impacts from a budget
shortfall.

NU President Dennis Smith has said he
will still seek full funding from the Legisla-
ture. We support Smith’s decision to continue

4 . pursuit for the requested amount.

As we adapt to new sleep cycles, struggle
with our class schedules and try to balance a
'social life with work, we should realize that
if we don’t voice our opinions, the shortfall
in the budget will come from somewhere.

Our pockets, probably.

University budget problems cannot be
solved simply by administrative downsizing
or increased efficiency. The $9 million dif-

ference may be made up with mcmsed tu- 5

ition.
And although UNL is still an aﬁ“ordable
institution of higher learning, it will become

- increasingly difficult to justify tuition in-

creases above and beyond the cost of infla-
tion.
But it’s not just a tuition increase that we

- should be fearful of — rather, it’s the poten-
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would be, in danger of becoming extinct.

It wouldn’t be fair for someone who chose
a major in that college to get a third of the
way through his or her career and then find
out that the university had decided to elimi-
nate the program. '

- The shortfall in funding would affect

on the current proposed budget, It could rely
on grants and other means of funding to stay
afloat. But that wouldn’t address the concerns
of the smaller departments.

- Spend a few minutes to take the time to
talk to a state senator, TeH him or her that, as

| students, we do care. And make sure our | ;
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As of Feb. 1, lhe mnmty will
no Imgur offer e-mail dial-up
services to students who live off

campus. . I also hope that when they
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Answer me this, e-boys and girls: : When Patrick Miner entered. the
Will there be more electronic contact oM Goldfinger-show on Sunday, he
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fiction future that will see more
nontraditional students, more :
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t weekend, 14 of which are presently
ranked in the top 20 in their .
respective divisions, were well on
 their way home before the paper
came out Monday morning.

+ DN had chosen to show our own

ok %'wﬁ e ffw‘“ which is the style of dance seen at
color picture of Husker wrestler most ska shows, so I don’t know
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F1l admit that in the four years - Mﬂhﬂmmmmm

that Fhave attendod this university ~ ShoW were there fo s "”w
and have been associated with
Nebraska wrestling, there have been
many times when I've felt that the
‘DN should have given wrestling -
MOFe press.
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