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NU deserves
regional host
over Penn St.

The thunder from University
Park, Penn., is rumbling again.

This time, the natives of Happy
Valley are unhappy with Nebraska
— and the NCAA — because the
Penn State volleyball team once
again has been sent to Lincoln for
an NCAA regional.

This has happened now for three
straight years and seven times since
1982. The Lady Lions should be
used to it It seems, however, that
some think PSU got the shaft.

In a column published last week
in the Collegian, Penn State’s stu-
dent newspaper, assistant night
sports editor Cameron McGaughy
blames the NCAA’s greed and its
Ratings Percentage Index, which he
calls “a stupid scientific formula
comparing schedules,” for Penn
State’s trip to Lincoln.

Penn State is 30-2 and won the
Big Ten. But the Lady Lions aver-
age 1,647 fans per match at Rec
Hall and have never played host to
an NCAA Regional.

Nebraska is 28-3, dominated the

Big 12 and averages 3,539 fans per

match, the nation’s second-best av-
erage. The Cornhuskers have
played host to seven regionals.

But perhaps the biggest rcason
NU is playing host to a regional is
because it didn’t blow its biggest
road trip of the season — like PSU
did.

The Huskers won at Texas and
Texas A&M on the final weekend
of the season. In the Lady Lions’
tell-tale weekend, they lost at Ohio
State and at Michigan State.

Hawaii deserved a regional.
Florida deserved a regional.
Stanford definitely deserved a re-
gional, and Nebraska deserved a
regional.

Sorry Penn State. The NCAA
knows what it’s doing.

And what is there to do in Uni-
versity Park anyway? From what
I’ve heard, it’s a gas station, a used
car lot and a restaurant. The town
is so far away from civilization that
it’s known to have to world’s worst
traffic jams on football game days.

University Park is no place for
aregional, No one wants to go there,
and people at Penn State aren’t
happy about it.

WEDNESDAY, DE(

EMBER 11, 1996

Missouri-Kansas City tonight.

Lue returns to the
site of his last high
school game.

By Patrick WymMaN
Staff Reporter

Tonight’s trip to Municipal Au-
ditorium in Kansas City, Mo., will
not be a new experience for Ne-
braska point guard Tyronn Lue.

Lue played his final high school
basketball game at the same site in
March 1995, scoring 30 points in
Raytown High School’s double-
overtime loss to Kansas City Cen-
tral in the state quarterfinals.

In tonight’s 7:30 game against
2-3 Missouri-Kansas City, Lue, who
is averaging a team-high 19.7 points
per game for the 5-1 Huskers, hopes

for a similar performance with a
different result.

“I’m going to go there prepared,
focused and ready to play” said Lue,
who was raised in Mexico, Mo., but
attended high school at Raytown, a
Kansas City-area school.

Tonight’s game will also be a
homecoming of sorts for true fresh-
man guard Cookie Belcher, who is
beginning to turn heads with his
play. Belcher, also from Mexico,
Mo., was named the Big 12 rookie
of the week on Monday and trails
only Lue in scoring, averaging 13.2
points per game.

According to Nebraska Coach
Danny Nee, UMKC is better than
its 2-3 record, and the Kangaroos
have a legitimate shot to stop NU’s
five-game streak.

“Missouri-Kansas City is a solid
basketball team,” Nee said. “They

VENSON HAMILTON and Bowling Green’s Anthony Stacey reach for a rebound Saturday in Nebraska’s 73-68 win. NU will play at

NU hopes to thwart
Kangaroo upset bid

lost a couple of tough games on the
road. They’re a dangerous team and
they got a lot of new faces.”

Tonight’s game will mark the
ninth straight season in which NU
and Missouri-Kansas City have met.
Nebraska has won each of the last
eight years, but not without a
struggle, Nee said.

“UMKC has been very tough for
us in Municipal Auditorium,” Nee
said. “It’s a dangerous game.”

Nebraska beat UMKC 87-69 at
the Bob Devaney Sports Center last
season and downed the Kangaroos
63-60 two years ago in Kansas City.
UMKC will be playing tonight with-
out center Tony Berg, who leads the
Kangaroos in rebounds, averaging:
11.2, and has scored 10.4 points per

“They are small and quick, and

without Berg, their tallest playeris
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6-6," Nee said. “That’s small com-
pared to what we’ve been playing
against.”

The Huskers’ height advantage

Please see UMKC on 11
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