Monpay, Decemszr 2, 1996 - B Damy Nespasgan B Pmﬁ

If T have to tell my sisters to clean
their rooms oné more time, I am
really gomgtohmtogooﬁ' It
seems that since the day they were
bom I've been running after them to

— pick this up,
don’t pick that
up — most of

phone calls

“in high school
were interrupted
by me stopping
toyell, “Shawn!

Stop messing
with the girls!”
or “Sophia and
Shana! Leave your brother alone!”
Being the oldest of four children
certainly gets you ready for responsi-
bility.

My mom used to tell me that as
the-first-born, I was special and her
“little helper.” That seemed like a
cool position until I realized that I
seemed to be a kind of built-in baby
sitter. I’'m sure I could have put a
down payment on a car with the
money my parents saved on baby
sitters.

Last weekend, I went homé'to
take care of my two younger sisters
while my mom went {0 visit my
brother. I have to admit that I wasn’t
thrilled about baby-sitting them; after
all, Sophia is a sophémore in high
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States threw its mthe
United Nations. Thercsnotﬁhg

wrong with our country attempting to
prematsm daummilwmld

. secretary-
gmeralmall—lvaeof&lcﬁecmty
Council. What this did was create an -
uproar among the entire 185-member
General Assembly as the question of -
“equality” within the United Nations
came to the forefront. :

With its stance toward Boutros-
Ghali, the United States found itself ~
diplomatically isolated. Notmlywas
&UmtedStatesﬂmsnle
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Twisted L;i“sozerhood

Oldest child’s station in life is unenviable
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Like most people, my teen years were my
most rebellious stage. At the time, I'm
sure my mom thought that something

had overtaken my body, and her daughter
was forever lost.”

school and Shana is in eighth grade.
When I was their age, | was watching
three younger kids, and pulling down
good grades in addition to making
sure I got my household chores done.
It just kind of irritated me.

Anyone who has ever taken care
of younger siblings understands what
I'm saying. I realize that taking care
of them, in addition to participating
in school activities and church
groups, helped to make me a
responsible, independent person.
There are-times, however — espe-

~ cially now that I’m older — when I

really feel a little resentful. I was
glad to help out, and at the time, I
was proud that I could be counted on
by my folks. [ was the “responsible
one.” Now that I'm older, it seems

like all that role-modeling was for
nothing. When my mom shows me
my sisters’ grades and talks about
“improvement,” | really have to bite
my tongue sometimes because, if |
had brought those grades home, there
would have been a 45-minute sit-
down lecture, along with a 10-minute
discussion on what I was going to do
to “get along better with others™ and
“respect authority figures.” I hated °
that discussion. I figured, hey, those
were all A’s on that piece of paper —
why did I have to be good on top of
everything?
Like most people, my teen years

were my most rebellious stage. At the

time, I'm sure my mom thought that
something had overtaken my body,
and her daughter was forever lost.
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We need. to stop acimg like the petulant,
spo;led rich kid of the neighborhood, and
start becoming the mature, well-behaved

RﬂnﬂnhertheUmtedNahom:s'

one.”
egos, but it can be done. Unfortu- Ifmwdaythewwkldu;ubdslavery
- nately it doesn’t look that way. was OK, we shoitldn’t be like "

I'd dare say that some members of lemmings and follow. But in the
Congress probably think their Boutros-Ghali situation, we don’t
‘opinions matter all over the world, have just cause. The American
“and that when they speak in frontof  Congress doesn’t approve of the

. people all over the world ~ manner in which Boutros-Ghali is
listen. '!"hlt *s why our country handling U.N. affairs, and the threat
sometifmes gets such a bad rep in of not paying any of its debts leaves
world politics. The Boutros-Ghali the United Nations in jeopardy. Just
situation is showing our obnoxious as we did not support the League of
and overbearing side to the others in -~ Nations during the post-World War 1

the United Nations. " period, today we are not supporting

memmm
“" docsn't require us to bénd over
backward to appease all the nations

orly conduct
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United States Should kéep to its own business

of the United Nal:ons

Even then [ would say to her that my
rebellion was puppy chow compared
to my friends. I can honestly say I
never once sneaked out of the house,
smoked a cigarette or drank. Now
that my brother and sisters are older,
I think she realizes that I really
wasn’t that bad.

I’'mnot in any way trying to
proclaim myself as the one Hollimon
who was truly heaven-sent. I cer-
tainly drove my parents crazy, and I
was no saint in high school either.
But I do think the glue-on-the-toilet
incident was a strokc of genius —
but to just finish my little tantrum,
I’ll sum this up by saying it’s not fair.

Being the oldest is no picnic. Sure
you get to get out of the house first,
but the second you leave, it seems
things start getting good, and the
parents relax. My sisters still only get
three minutes on the phone, but they
do get to talk to boys, which is
something I couldn’t do until I was
16.

The positive explanation for all
this is that my mom had more time
and attention to give me, and that’s
why I am the way [ am. But I still
wouldn’t mind that down payment.

Hollimon is a senior broadcast-
ing major and a Daily Nebraskan
columnist.
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obstinance over policies. It’s hke
this: If I haven’t paid my rent in a
couple of years, do I have the right to
bitch to my landlord aboiit the
neighbors upstairs who fight over the
pool? Do I have the right to complain
about the neighbor who doesn’t use
his water properly, but I waste mine

- on a daily basis? I don’t think so.

- © If1lived in such an apartment
complex, Lcertainly wouldn’t " .
intervene in a squabble between-
 neighbors unless I knew what was
going on and if I could really help.
Analogously, the United States sets
deadlines for troop movements to
settle problems. If we’re going into a
foreign country, then we need to
accept the risk. I’'m sympathetic to
families of our soldiers, but I don’t
agree that foreign policy should be
based solely on deadlines. It’s clear
and defined goals.

So,mﬂmmmcmplexwe
nnd:thawahuggerp!aee ‘or a nicer
view, but it doesn’t imply we’re
better. We'd certainly lead most of
the tenant meetings, but in no

ofﬂmwuﬁﬁﬁ .mt;gm"m “would we be the “landlord.” P::)vrmh

‘Boutros-Ghali, instead of acting as
moftheUmtede we are
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