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Army flooded with calls after ‘sex scandal

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly
2,000 calis, hundreds considered

investigation, have poured into an
Army hotline set up after revelation of
the sex scandal ata
center, the Army said Monday.

Meanwhile, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff said the Army was
“casting its net very wide” to find prob-
lems elsewhere.

A separate investigation is looking
into allegations of sexual misconduct,
ranging from rape to fraternization,
among supewm at an Army train-
ing base in Missouri, but no charges
have been filed, Army sources said.

Joint Chiefs Chairman John
Shalikashvili, making the rounds of
television talk shows in honor of Vet-
erans Day, was asked whether he had
any evidence sexual abuse was occur-
ring at other training sites.

“We certainly
it could be happeningsomewhere else,
and that's why the Army is casting its
net very wide all across the Army, and

; certainly all training centers, to get to

training

the bottom of this,” the four-star Army
worth general said on CBS’ “This Morning.”

“But right now, I don’t think we
have all the evidence, or it’s very diffi-
cult to determine }ust how big that
problem really is,” he added.

Some 1,999 phone calls had been
made toatoll -free hotline set up at the
Army’s Aberdeen Proving Ground,
near Baltimore.

Ed Starnes, an Aberdeen spokes-
man, said calls have been constantly
coming in from across the country
since the scandal broke last week.

“As soon as you are off, another
tings,” he said Monday, adding that
some complaints go back to World War
IL

Of the calls received between

- Thursday and 4 p.m. Monday, 246
were deemed serious enough to be re-
ferred to the Army’s Criminal Investi-
gative Division for further inquiry. The

rest needed no follow-up, officials said.

Of the calls pertaining to sexual
complaints, 56 were Aberdeen-related
and 89 stemmed from complaintsabout weeken

Texaco offical cleared
of using racial slur

Investigators say a
tape recording
indicates that no slur
was said at a 1994
meeting.

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) —A
senior executive at Texaco Inc. did not
use a racial slur at a 1994 meeting, in--
vestigators hired by the company said.
Monday.

Their analysis of a tape recording,
enhanced by sound experts, contradicts
earlier claims that former Texaco trea-
surer Robert Ulrich referred to minor-
ity employees as “niggers.”

The investigators concluded that
the word Ulrich used on-tape was ac-
tually “Nicholas,” according to the re-
port issued by outside lawyer Michael
Armstrong. It was part of a reference
to St. Nicholas during a disparagement
of the black cultural festival Kwanzaa.

“'l‘lllc phrase (expletlvi) mgy.rs
just doesn’t :exist on the. tape,”
Ammgniﬁ Monday.

Texato chairman Peter Bljm‘ said*
he stilf ‘found the words on the tape *
troubling.

“'Ihcﬁndmgsmelysetthereeord
strmghtaatotheﬂﬂct
in the conversations, hemdmastaw-
ment released today.

The Wall Street Journal reported
Monday that federal prosecutors

case this week, perhaps as early as

Prosecutors have been investigat-
ing whether to file obstruction-of-jus-
tice charges against Texaco employees
who allegedly are heard on tape plot-
ting to destroy documents in a $520
million discrimination lawsuit filed by
nearly 1,500 black employees.

Court papers filed last week relat-
ing to the lawsuit include a transcript
of aconversation between a man iden-

sified;as Uleich and other executives .| -
discussing, among other things, holi-

days like Hamikkah and Kwanzaa.

* The version of the ipt filed
in court has Ulrich saying?™1’m still
having trouble with Hanukkah. Now,
we have Kwanzaa. (Expkeﬁve)niga:s,
they (expletive) all over us with this.”

The investigators’ transcript quotes
him as saying: “I'm still struggling with
Hanukkah, and now we have Kwanzaa. :
I mean, 1 lost Christmas. Poor St.
Nicholas. they (expieti\re) all over his

Arqmmg.alsommytedtoexﬁam
- Ulfici’s reference to minority employ-
-¢¢s a8 “black jelly beans.”

“Wlrich was mganmlowfmm
adlvemly training program attended
by Texaco executives, the investiga-
spoken tors’ report said. Such programs eom-
m(mly use jelly beans to symbolize

how different colors can be mixed
without losing their identities.

“The references to “jelly beans’ do
not appear fo us to have been intended

other Army facilities.

The rest of the calls had to do with
administrative requests, complaints
concerning nonsexual matters and
crank calls. The Army refused to pro-
vide details about the complaints that
were being referred for investigation.

The Army has filed criminal
charges against three military trainers
and administrative charges against two
more—all married —at the Ordnance
Center in Aberdeen. The men, four drill
instructors and a captain, were sus-
pended along with 15 other instructors,
who were placed on paid administra-
tive duty.

The men facing charges, ranging

Our task now is to ensure that we find
out exactly just how widespread it is and
bring to justice all those who should be
brought to justice.”

JOHN SHALIKASHVILI
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman

“It’s a great, great tragedy and our
task now is to ensure that we find out
exactly just how widespread it is and

The official said the Missouri in-
vestigation had been going on since
and was not started because

from rape to sending improper love bring to justice all those who should of similar allegations emerging from
letters to trainees, were accused ofha- be brought to justice,” Shalikashvili Aberdeen. “There’s no connection be-
rassing at least a dozen women in their said on ABC’s “Good Morning tween the two,” he said.

first weeksof training. The average age
of the women was 21.

One instructor threatened to kill
three trainees if they told superiors he
was having sex with them, the Army
said in docummts released over the

America.”

At Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., on
ongoing investigation is looking into
several allegations of sexual miscon-
duct, from rape to fraternization, a se-

nior Army official said Monday, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity. _

Army investigators at Aberdeen
have said they plan to interview as
many as 1,000 women who were
trained at the post since the beginning
of 1995, a process that could take

WASHINGTON (AP)— When
a reporter asked Janet Reno if she
would remain attorney general, she
replied: Yes, “if the president
wanted me to stay.”

A stock answer, but it still irked
White House aides who felt she was
boxing President Clinton into a cor-
ner.

Shaking up the Cabinet—an al-
most painless task so far—is grow-
ing more ticklish as Clinton decides
whether to reappoint Reno in the
midst of Whitewater and odler in-
vmmws- fiGre )

AlrForceOnewasstﬂlenmte
from Arkansas to Washington,
within hours of the election, when
word got out that three Cabinet
members were leaving. Three more
soon followed, and the news quickly
spread about who was in and who

Reno reappointment is in hmbo

was out.

But Reno remained a huge ques-
tion mark. .

Asked about her status Friday,
Clinton passed up a chance to en-
dorse her.

“I should have no cormnent on
any personnel decisions,” said the
president, who is making the judg-
ment against a backdrop of legal dif-
ficulties.

If he reappoints her, Clinton will
have to deal with an attorney gen-
eral whom some aides view as a bit

too. md‘:ﬁmdm But if she goes,
critics will acciise him of ousting her
to help escape legal woes.

" “It would be vlewedw some in
a very dark light,” said Joseph
diGenova, a Republican who has
served as a special prosecutor. “But
I don't think he cares.”

The uneasy consensus among
White House aides is that Reno will
survive. But it is remarkable that
there is any doubt at all.

She is a star of the Clinton Cabi-
net, mobbed by friendly crowds out-
side Washington and respected by
many lawmakers inside the
Beltway. Only the president gets
more invitations for speaking en-
gagements.

But one of Reno’s greatest as-
sets, a fierce sense of independence,
may have. caused some of her
trouble. - :

She shouldered the blame for the
1993 disaster at Waco, Texas, in the
hours after the Branch Davidian
complex fire. The president, who let
Reno go public alone, looked meek
by contrast.

Overfishing

Illegal trade, lack of reg:datwns threaten stw%'eon with extinction
million; accordmg to the Woﬂ Wild-" Iranian trawlers kills allsnn'geuns, not

~WASHINGTON (AP) — Gour-
mets may be faced with a shortage of
caviar this holiday season because of
Tra-

said Monday.
Even if the expensive delicacy is

life Fund's report.

may cause caviar shortage

justthcegg—bemmgfmnle&them

“After awhile, there just w};m't be. said.

any more of those sturgeons,

wildlife program
tlnrofthcrqm “We can’ tknow;ust

found, it may not be genuine caviar, when.”

which is the unfertilized eggs of stur-
geon. Rather, conservationists wamed,

beled as caviar.
'lhebthdupcamt‘ranRus—

planned to file criminal charges against as a racial slur,” "Armstrong’s report- 8ia costs more than $80 an ounce in

at least one individual in the Texaco

concludes.

e epii iy

American Other caviar

gourmet shops.
mnll ﬁrm:lhig:zas $10 an-ounce.
year, y $12 million worth of
_caviar was into the United

“With significant illegal trade; little

regulation, tremendous profits and in-
it m@tjlnstheu'dmy fish eggs la- creasing demand, sturgeon species are
perched precariously on’the edge of

extinction,” her report said.
Cuvwmheduamednnlybyhli-
ing thé female sturgeon while she is
carrying the unfertilized The kill-
mxofothc!;Mm the
source of the mature, fe-

aggressive fishing by Russian and ” said
umtmwlus,lthod;lWildmeund Andrea Gaski, director of the ‘fund’s:
. and au-

Thenumhe:ofadu!tmn'gemmﬂ]e
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vested, is‘estimated dropped
from 142 million in 19‘?8to43.5 mil-
lion in 1994,

Thmghtheeggsofotherﬁd]are
called
BmSmmulandmﬂ
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Stﬂn.‘hltmi-upﬂ made thie value males, \lrliiehmhupluﬂg yaboutl 7 so low, traders are now mislabeling

- according to the report:

wﬁmbykmanand
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prices,” she said.
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