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Soft drink companies
may bid for exclusive
rights to sell their
beverages on campus.

By EriN ScHULTE
Senior Reporter

It’s the new cola challenge: Will
Pepsi, Coke or 7-Up offer UNL the best

: deal to sell only their line of products

on campus?

Coke, Pepsi and Midcontinent Bot-
tlers (which makes 7-Up) have umtil
Dec. 4 to answer a request for propos-

. als issued last month by UNL. If the
. university accepts a bid, the winning

company would have exclusive rights
to sell its products on campus, includ-

: ing in vending machines, Nebraska
- Union restaurants, Memnal Stadium

and residence halls.
The decision might be hard at first

for die-hard Mountain Dew or Coke
fans, but the rewards would be enor-
mous, said James Main, assistant vice
chancellor for business and finance.

“The nature of an exclusive con-
tract has become extremely lucrative
in the last several years,” Main said.
“Possibly several million dollars a
year.” '

Main stressed that the university
had not made any decisions yet and was
simply looking at the possibility of
exclusive sales rights.

Association of Students of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska President Eric
Marintzer was consulted about the is-
sue for student input, Main said.

The university also checked with
other universities to see how beverage
contracts had worked for their cam-
puses, Main said. The Umvm:ty of
Minnesota in Minneapolis just signed
adeal wn:hCokeforSZBmiIhon,an
said, and Penn State just signed a deal

Suppliers blamed
for hike in gas price

By EriN GiBsoN '
Staff Reporter.

No relief is in sight for high gas
prices, which could strain Nebraskans’
holiday travel budgets, a gasoline dis-
tributor and gas station employees said
M ;

This means a lot of travelers com-
plaining at the gas station checkout
counters, said Helen Foreman, presi-
dent and CEO of Foreman Inc., a gaso-

Gas prices have risen by about 10
cents per gallon since February. But
don’t blame the gas stations, Foreman
said.

Gas stations and distributors’ prices

just reflect higher market forces, she

Theb]amefortlnsfaﬂshlghgas
prices falls on both suppliers’ charg-
ing more for crude oil and the typical
increase of the season, Foreman said.
In the fall, gas prices rise because of a
jump in demand for oil products used
for heating on the East Coast, she said.

“When our suppliers raise their
price, we have no choice,” she said.
“We have to pass it on to the con-
sumer.”

Foreman said gas stations do not get
together to fix gas prices around the
holidays, & practice called collusion.
That is illegal, she said.
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MATT BEATTY, a UNL custodian, shovels snow off the steps of Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery
Monday afternoen. Although Lincoln had a slight accumulation, some areas in Ohio were were buried

under more than 20 inches of snow. Cleveland was covered by 2 feet of snow in the early blizzard.
Uptotwomorefeetofsnowwasexpectedintheareabythismomjng.Pleaseseestoryonpaga'?.
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By CuAD LoRenz
Senior Reporters
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It can beaprettygoodexploswn if you have
. the right amount and the right ratio.”

Dareer Kinnan
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