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Entertainment
doesn’t allow
for boredom

There is no excuse to be bored
this weekend. Everyone can find
something to do. Some of these
things are here, some of them are in
Omaha; most of them will be fun
and those that aren’t — oh well.

The new movie list is somewhat
limited this week. There are only
two new films and one opened
Wednesday.

Mel Gibson releases his first
film since “Braveheart” — “Ran-
som,” which also stars Rene Russo,
Delroy Lindo and Gary Sinese.

“Ransom” portrays Gibson as a
loving father whose child is kid-
napped. Instead of giving the kid-
napper the money, he offers the
money as a reward for the
kidnapper’s head.

Not only is Gibson in this, but
it’s directed by Ron Howard, whom
Gibson beat out for the Best Direc-
tor Oscar. Gibson triumphed with
“Braveheart” over Howard'’s film,
“Apollo 13.”

“Set It Off” opened Wednesday.
The film tells the story of three
women who, after being disgusted
with the quality of life around them,
turn into bank robbers.

The film stars Vivica Fox, Kim-
berly Elise, Jada Pinkett and Queen
Latifah. It looks to be part social
commentary, part “Thelma &
Louise.”

The Ranch Bowl in Omaha has
a fantastic selection of alternative
music this weekend.

Son Volt, half of the now-de-
funct legend Uncle Tupelo, will
play at 9 tonight. If you haven’t
heard the single, “Drown,” you
probably haven’t had alternative
radio on in awhile. Ticketsare $10.

Industrial thrash-rockers Stab-
bing Westward storm Ranch Bowl’s
stage Saturday night. While the first
single of their second album didn’t
make a big splash, “Shame” has
done quite well. The show starts at
9 p.m. and tickets are $10, but if
z?g wait until Saturday and they’re

Upcoming shows from the
Ranch Bowl include Primitive Ra-
dio Gods, with Duncan Shiek open-
ing, and Semisonic, both before the.
end of the month.

The Zoo Bar will be offering the

reggae stylings of Yabba Griffiths -

tonight. Saturday, blues guitarist
Tom Principato will perform. Tick-
ets are $5 for both shows. Music
will begin at 9 tonight and Satur-
day night.

Hispanic roots-rock band Los "

Lobos takes the stage at the
Pershing Auditorium on Saturday.
The show starts at 8 p.m. and tick-
ets are $16.25.

The Mueller Planetarium will
feature the music of Metallica this
weekend, with shows at 8, 9:30 and
11 both tonight and Saturday night.

Comedian George Carlin will.
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Lang Hickensorrow/DN
SWITCHING BETWEEN a Bosendorfer grand piano and a

harpsichord Thursday night, Tori Amos entertained a capacity crowd
in the Orpheum Theater in Omaha.

Lane Hickensorrow/DN
TORI AHOS sings at the packed Orpheum Theater in Omaha
Thursday night.

Amos brings intimacy
to Omaha’s Orpheum

By JosHuA GILLIN
Musie Critie

OMAHA — Entertainment Weekly
once Tori Amos’ fansto The
Grateful Dead’s in terms of devotion.
At Amos’ concert at the Orpheumn The-
ater Thursday night, it was easy to see
why.

A capacity crowd of 2,759 watched
as Amos gave a classically bizarre per-
formance, writhing on her piano bench
and improvising on songs that already
showed a wide range of musical influ-
ence.

After the satisfying performance of
blues-style guitarist Joshua Clayton
Felt, Amos came on stage amidst the
cheers of hundreds of adoring fans.

Singingin a voice that ranged from

an airy whisper to a high-pitched wail

to a guttural growl, Amos opened her

lengthy set with “Horses,” the first cut
off her latest album, “Boys for Pele.”

While the lighting effects were a bit
sloppy at first, the show quickly be-
came visually and aurally entertaining.
Amos switched between the on-stage
Bosendorfer piano and harpsichord
during the performance, playing
“Blood Roses™ early in the set.

A peppering of cover tunes, includ-
ing Nine Inch Nails’ “Hurt,” were fol-
lowed by a soulful version of “Little
Amsterdam.” Amos also played her
past hits “Little Earthquakes” and
“Leather” before starting to converse
with her audience, a signature of
Amos’ performances.

The singer then broke into an in-
terpretive dance after her visit with the
audience and began to play her smash
“Cornflake Girl.” A swinging version

Flease see AMOS on 14

_Film. “Ransom”
“Cast: Mel Gibson, Rene Russo, Gary

" Brawley Nolte
Director: Ron Howard
Grade: B
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