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‘ 'Opera season opens

with two successes

By JEFF RANDALL
Opera Critic

tion. They just didn’t have the words or music.

But now, opera is back at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s School
of Music, and the double-cast twin productions of “The Medium” and Scott B ru h n
“Down in the Valley” are the reason.

Last year’s performances of “The Tender Land” and “A Room With
a View” may have failed to fulfill the high expectations of many of
Lincoln’s opera enthusiasts. But this year’s season has started off with a
leap ahead.

“The Medium” and “Down in the Valley” premiered Tuesday night
at Kimball Recital Hall. But the usual auditorium seating arrangement
i was forsaken for a more intimate setup of bleachers on the main stage,
{ literally inches from the performers.

While this setup seriously cuts into crowd size, it also makes a huge
difference in the effectiveness of both pieces.

With “Down in the Valley,” Kurt Weill’s attempt at integrating tradi-
tional opera themes with equally traditional American folk music, the
close setting becomes an opportunity for the audience to blend with the
joyous dancing and bright choral voices. This tale of love and romance
in a picturesque American small town is subsequently able to sweep
; audiences into its world.

{ But the real advantage of the close audience setting is best exploited
i in “The Medium,” Gian Carlo Menotti’s story of a scam artist and her
' encounters with spirits from the beyond.

Madame Flora (played in both casts by Rebecca Kouma Shane), the
scam artist in question, makes a living by convincing mothers and fa-
thers that she can contact their deceased children’s spirits.

But Madame Flora soon discovers, much to her horror, that she might
not be faking her contact with.ghosts. As the scenes progress, her inner
struggle with her own beliefs causes her to lose her sanity.

The audience setting comes into play when the voices from beyond
the grave echo behind the crowd and the desperation of Madame Flora
is revealed face-to-face with the audience — at close range.

Shane does a magnificent job portraying her character’s loss of con-
trol and the emotions involved with it. The other actors carry their roles
equally well, the accompaniment by Michael Cotton glows and the set
designs are simple but effective, proving that — given the right material
to work with— opera director William Shomos and UNL'’s School of
Music can produce a top-notch opera any time it wants.

They had the talent, they had the instruction and they had the dedica- Photos by

THE TWO OPERAS “The Medium” and “Down
in the Valley,” performed this week at the Lied
Center, feature two sets of performers who serve
as dual casts for the production. Above, Rebecca
Kouma Shane, left, stars as Madame Flora and
Chanty Stovall plays Toby the Mute in “The
Medium.” At left, Shane also shares the stage
with Dawn Doverspike, who plays Madame
Flora’s daughter, Monica.

HIRING FOR NEW LOCATION _FITNESS FANATICS Ve acady Flness now hirng salespecple. Call Mrs.  \INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL
5100 N. 27th Lincoin health focused. Fm

and nutrition company needs
that want to begin buliding a career today! Call

Py Hash
d ers Needed The Offics of Recreation ls hi
ALL POSITIONS 474-5648, for Interview. 4 hdorsr e Cﬂllpl.l mm“%
We are taking for kitchen, bakery and dining hour, &lzmwulmmm
m‘wwrmnmm in Novem- Intramural Officials’ manlng mmmm 22 and
o S s st P Rl K

ﬁmammmm.mmmﬂ

Found ads may be submitted free of cha D and for work? Tico's restaturant meoqinouwmrtmm! and
™ H ront

WHeAcE ey ne 00 Of charge. o youl APPLY TOBAYVI 4T A s Lot e o

The Daily Nebraskan reserves theright toedit ~ Street, Lincoln.

mmrqsdmyadvsmumernatmy ich does 'c::rwm :09

?omﬂy‘mmmapoﬁoasand]udgmmsoﬂhe * * -mhm,sﬁa, , 2635 West '0",
Eﬁ"ﬁgmﬁwm?: &"‘%Eﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁ. CAI MW 3

300 Help Wanted 7PM 477-8683. Julio's

- * K 4k Ay R e e A
. P STUD ENT . ASSIST MEDICAL RESEARCH ¢
Exercise and be paid for it! . P o KNICKERS SPORTS
- 5.360.'" 3.days by paticipating RESTAURANT

INVOLVEME;NT gy ol B snmg v g g B3

University of Nebraska-Lincoln a UNL student with at least a 2.0 G.P.A. Contact Dan, 34

Great fiexible hours/fun place to work. Servers/
Nebraska Union. 472-1789. oodumm

Bsapﬂdaﬂmbmﬁmaﬂmm%m 84th and O Streets.

m“s“oﬂm“%’:.“ﬁ"tmﬂm EXPERIENCED BASKETRALL | 474-PAYS 1o |

information collection us MSAm 20 hrs i Apply
at 200 NE Union, 472-2.

‘Knolls Restaurant
avaliable

Eam:ss-u Ww“%g City Recreation Basket-

We Have The Tools

o Lazlo’s Brewery & Grill
To Build Careers. e S L
ay 4 P 4 Y e can offerl
Black & Decker is the world’s leading marketer and 'TT“;,,‘”:;M
_ _ _ BE PART OF THE CURE W . . P

manufacturer in the power tool industry. Our strength is . %m-mm required!
derived from a powerful brand name, innovative product HAR R 'S e ln'*%-"ﬂm Do M”W 0
developments, and the leadership and teamwork that or ey,

comes from outstanding people. Don’t begin your career
without the right tools. Plan to attend our reception to
‘learn more about the exciting, challenging and rewafding
sales positions Black & Decker has to offer.
Refreshments will be served and dress is casual.

Wednesday, October 23rd, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

«Make a difference to protect the environment. Fglxl&l'art'l'lme
. *Eamn an average of $7.% an hour weekdays| “I" I“t
E. $8.% an hour on weekends! = P:'vm

*Student Union, Check kiosk for room assignment
*Interviews will be conducted Thursday, October 24th

“Wnf. Earn TUITION REIMBURSEMENT!! Call Gerald Blankenau |
402/476-7505

Belputofaomnpmyﬂutms!

476-1010

*Call Career Services Center for an appointment

4




