
Food Bank gets new building 
Area businessman donates space in north Lincoln 

By Lori Robison 
StaffReporter 

The Food Bank of Lincoln will 
soon have more room in its pantry. 

Beginning next year, the organiza- 
tion will move into a new building do- 
nated by an area businessman. 

Harley Bair, owner of Bair Invest- 
ment Company, donated 21,000 square 
feet of building space five blocks noth 
of Superior Street The new space mea- 
sures twice die size of the Food Bank’s 
current 8300-square foot building on 
4800 N. 57th St. 

Wende Baker, the Food Bank’s ex- 
ecutive director, said in a press release 
that a 117 percent annual growth since 
1987 has made storage space a pre- 
cious, limited commodity. 

Even though it needed food dona- 
tions, the Food Bank had to turn away 
food because it had nowhere to store 
it. 

“We cannot operate efficiendy in 
such a small space.” Baker said. “A 

bigger facility will allow us to receive 
larger quantities of dry, frozen and re- 

frigerated products.” 
After Bair, a longtime supporter of 

many area charities and causes, 
learned about the organization and 
toured its facilities, he said he realized 
just how badly the bank needed extra 
space. 

Not wanting to wait until the Food 
Bank could find and buy a suitable site, 
Bair donated the lot at 48th and Supe- 
rior streets, bought the bank’s current 

building at 4800 N. 57th St. and hired 
Ayars & Ayars Inc. to begin construc- 
tion of the new building. 

The organization should be able to 
move in by January. 

“As our population ages, we’re go- 
ing to have more people who will need 
assistance of one sort or another,” Bair 
said. “People are living longer and 
there’s more homeless people now who 
need help.” 

Cutbacks in the federal food stamps 
program are likely to increase the num- 

ber of applicants for help, Baker said. 
Recently, the Lincoln Interfaith Coun- 
cil Emergency Network reported an 

increase from4,567 served in 1982, to 
15,788 in 1995. 

It also reported a 16 percent in- 
crease in meals served through area 

soup kitchens. 
To keep up with the growing need, 

the Food Bank's directors will launch 
a public Capital Campaign in January 
to raise $500,000. 

In the meantime, other businesses 
are joining Bair in showing support. 

NIFCO Mechanical Systems Inc., 
a Lincoln company that installs sprin- 
kling systems, eliminated its profits 
from the estimate for installing a sys- 
tem in the new building after the com- 

pany found out the building was for the 
new Food Bank. 

“I don’t have a lot of time to give, 
but I can give money,” Bair said. “I 
have been very fortunate to be able to 
do these things.” 

He said what matters “is my own 

recognition that I did the best I could.” 

Ifeachers support Nelson’s views f 
NELSON from page 1 
important for all tne little people — 

people whose families are not elite.” 
Nelson said he supported the U.S. 

Department of Education but wanted 
the agency to give funding to states in 
block grants. Nebraska educators can 
better decide how to spend funds than 
federal bureaucrats, he said. 

Nelson said he visited Nebraska 
schools last week, where school chil- 
dren told him their dreams and hopes 
for the luture. 

Children know a solid education 
will dramatically increase their oppor- 
tunities to succeed in the future, he said. 

“Our children’s future deserves 
nothing less,, and we will give them 
nothing less,” he said. 

Don Olson, a disabled World War 
n veteran from Omaha, said he sup- 
ported Nelson because the governor 
gave straight answers about the future, 
his plans for Nebraska and for Wash- 
ington D.C. 

“Ben Nelson is a man of truth,” 
Olson said. “He doesn’t beat around 
the bush.” 

After the rally, Olson was (me of 
200 supporters who joined the gover- 
nor Saturday in canvassing neighbor- 
hoods statewide and talking to more 
than 200,000 Nebraska households 
about the senate race. 

The governor knocked on doors in 
Omaha, greeting parents, children and 
a few friendly pets with campaign 

«-- 
We cannot afford in this country to lose 
the public education that we have. It's 
important for all the little people — 

people whose families are not elite ” 

Beth Feldman 
teacher at Omaha Central High School 

hopes. 
For example, a brown-spotted dog 

ran from its home when its owner 

opened the front door to greet Nelson. 
The governor whistled and snapped his 
fingers to call the animal back, and the 
dog trotted immediately to his side. 

One man ran down a neighborhood 
street to catch up with Nelson and of- 
fer support for the Senate race. The 
governor appeared surprised by the 
man’s overwhelming enthusiasm and 
support — and his offer of a $500 
check. 

A recent poll shows the campaign 
enthusiast is not alone in his support 
fa* Nelson. 

The nonpartisan Mason-Dixon poll 
released Friday puts Nelson in a 13- 
point lead in the Senate race and a 60 
percent “favorable” approval rating. 

Polls released by the Hagel cam- 
paign Oct, 11 showed the race closing 
to a 3 percent lead. 

Arlene Newell, a teacher at Hale 
Middle School in Omaha, said Nelson 
is pulling ahead in polls because vot- 
ers trust him cm the issues, including 
school funding. 

Although educators and the gover- 
nor have not agreed on all funding is- 
sues, Nelson can be trusted to care for 
public schools, she said, while Hagel 
would endanger schools by cutting fed- 
eral funds. 

“We have had our disagreements 
with Nelson, just like you have dis- 
agreements with your kids,” Newell 
said. 

“Sometimes the budget gets tight, 
and you have to cut their allowance. 

“But you don’t cut them off.” 

I ftjA E.N. Thompson 
1_llulX Forum on World Issues 
A cooperative project of The Cooper Foundation and the University of Nebraskfr-Lincolt: 

Lethal Viruses, Ebola, 
and The Hot Zone: 
Worldwide Transmission of Fatal Viruses 

T he frightening possibility of a global outbreak of fatal 
viruses has been publicized in die movie “Outbreak" 
and the book, The Hot Zone. The Jaaxes, leading 

specialists on “hot" (extremely infectious) viruses and high- 
hazard biological research, deal with real-life crises such as 

outbreaks of Ebola, a contagious hemmorrhagic fever virus with 
up to a 90 percent human death rate. Their presentation takes 
audiences to a world where science meets our darkest fears. 
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International Affairs 
Division of Continuing Studies : V 

Pepartmewlof Academic Conferences 
and Professional Progreme 

Lied Center for 
Performing Arts 
12th and R Streets 
Lincoln. Neb. 

Quality Women's Reproductive Health Care 
at Affordable Prices! 

^ Birth control options ✓ Free pregnancy testing 
✓ Abortion services & ̂  °Ptions infomiation 

✓ Diagnosis/treatment ✓ Diagnosis/treatment of 

of sexually transmitted urinary tract infections 

diseases_ ✓HIV testing 

Monday Night Football 
& 

Buckets of Beer 

Wet T-Shirt 
Contest Following 

. «. , the 6ame 
Lincoln's Only | 

Topless I 
»n» ci- 0ance Conte$t 

1gzS u >r- Tuesday Nights 

Looking for something 
to do this week? 

UPC has plans for you ... 

Lookin' for the 
perfect mate? 

Thursday, Oct. 24 V 9-11 p.m. 
Ir tmimM The Crib, Nebraska Union 

^Interested, energetic participants call 472-8146 to sign upIV 

Renee Saucedo 
Speaker on immigration 

and Latino issues 

^ ii fe- 
ll I pi,' 

Keep your options open, 
even when the section 
you want is closed. 
Are you trying to add courses at a 
time more convenient for you? 

Accounting Finance Philosophy 
AG LEC Geography Physics 
Art History History Political Science 
Classics Management Psychology 
Economics Marketing Sociology 
English Math 

Take them through UNL 
College Independent Study. 
■ Study and take exams when your schedule allows, 

when you're ready. n 

■ Take as long as a year or as few as 35 days 
to complete a course. 

■ Send an average of six assignments per course to your 
instructor, ana receive rapid turnaround of your materials. 

Call 472-4321 for a free College Independent Study 
catalog, or visit our office at the Clifford Hardin Nebraska 
Center for Continuing Eucation, 
Room 269, 33rd and University Of 
Holdrege Streets B[jB Nebraska I WB Lincoln 
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