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Trevor Parks
Pettit backs
Texas’ Haley
for U.S. post

Texas Volleyball Coach Mick
Haley and Nebraska Coach Terry
Pettit have a combined 46 years of
coaching experience.

Together, they have a 1,401-319
record with three national titles and
31 conference crowns.

So when U.S. National Team
Coach Terry Liskevych announced
he would leave his job this fall af-
ter 12 years, Haley and Pettit im-
mediately became logical candi-
dates for job.

Last December, Haley and Pettit
met at the pinnacle of college vol-
leyball—the NCAA championship
match in Amherst, Mass. Pettit won,
and had Nebraska’s coach wanted
to become the next coach of Team
USA, he probably wou]d have won
that battle, too. .1z

Buf, Rettit didn’ t want the Jﬂb
Haley does.

The Texas coach of 17 years has
been offered the job of leading the
next U.S. Olympic Team into action
four years from now in Sydney.

All that’s left is for Haley is to
figure out a contract that is best for
his family.

So when the USA Volleyball
committee offered Haley the job
after Pettit refused to , who did
Haley call for advice? His friend,
Terry.

“Peoplethnkthat?grryandl_ o

are great enemies,” said Haley,
whose Longhoms will play Ne-
braska at the NU Goliseum Satur-

day night. “Yes, wedo fight onthe * |

counlikeasm-oﬂ_-q‘_-

have great respect’
foreach aha'andeachoﬂla' s pro-
grams.™

Pettit was pan of the committee
that picked Haley,

“He’s been active in all levels
ofvolleyball,” Pettit said, “and he’s
been successful at all those levels.
He has strong public relations skills,
strong organizational skills, and he
can see the big picture.

“He Imngsnm than one thing
to the package
takeage so does Pettit. So why not
nation’s most prestigious
coachingpost? = —

“J think there mmoﬂbejub :
that would be in ” Pettit
said, “but they don’t outweigh the
parts of the job that I would not be
enthusiastic about.

Pettit’s love for his 2-year-old
son he did not apply.

“I wouldn’ !mhangwm

ﬁrmh&:gm ;

weakxatatnm, Pettit said.
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NU star Reitsma has a
history of playing well
in big matches.

By TrEvVoR PARks
Senior Reporter

_ All-American Lisa Reitsma was
benched.

Well, sort of.

In Sunday’s three-game Nebraska
sweep of Oklahoma, Comhusker Vol-
leyball Coach Terry Pettit removed his
star player from the court at the end of
the first game because Reitsma was
playing poor defense.

She remained on the sidelines for
the rest of the game.

The 6-foot-4 junior from Sanborn,
Iowa, said the benching served as a
wake-up call.

That awakening could be bad news

for No. 10 Texas A&M and the eighth- §

ranked Texas. Both teams visit the
sixth-ranked Cornhuskers at the NU
Coliseum this weekend.

Reitsma, who was named Big 12
player of the week Tuesday, has a his-
tory of stepping up in big matches,

dating back to her first extensive play- -

ing time last season.

“It just seems to happen that way,”
Reitsma said. “I"'m not scared. I want
the ball and I always seem to step it
up.”

NU Coach Terry Pettit said the rea-

|:-son Reitsma becomes superhuman at
a crucial time is she recognizes when .,

her team needs her to perform even
better.

“I anticipate the same thing will
happen this weekend,” Pettit said.
“Sooner or later, she’s going to be there
when we need her.”

Reitsma’s left hand has been likea
Texas Chainsaw massacre for Long-
horns.

In two career matches against
Texas, Reitsma has 35 kills in seven
games, good for hitting percentages of
485 and .484.

In Amherst, Mass., during the
NCAA championship match last De-
cember against the Longhorns,
Reitsma had 16 kills and only one hit-

_ ting error.

- A year ago, Reitsma was one of
many offensive options, which in-
cluded three-time All-American
Allison Weston, Jen McFadden and
Billie Winsett.

This year, Reitsma is NU’s top gun
on a young team that starts a first-year
setter and two middle blockers with
little experience in a.Husker uniform
before August..

“Idon’t think you do toomuch spe-
cial to stop her,” Texas Coach Mick
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| Texas standout

B Sance says last year’s
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LISA R.EITSMA, Nebraska’s junior All- A.mencan, will battle Demetria
Sance Saturday in a ,rematch of last season’s nahonal chnm,pmnshlp

mateh:: i

Haley said. “You just have to deal with
her. She’s doing a lot of things to help
their team.,

“They have to deal with (Demetria)
Sance and we have to deal with
Reitsma,”

In Reitsma’s second career start,

'she had 24 kills against Stanford, burst- |
ing onto the college volleyball scene.

Against teams ranked in the top 15 last
year, she averaged 17.6 kills per match.

Her big-match efforts were high-
lighted with a 37-kill effort in a five-
game win over Florida last season.

Playing against conference rival
Colorado earlier this month, Reitsma
had 29 lnlls,breakmgherschuol record
for a three-game match.

“Things are starting to come [*

around,” Reitsma said, “not only for
me but for the rest of the team.”

The national championship rematch

will draw a lot of interest Saturday, but
to Reitsma, December seems like years

“1t's distant, but yet it’s right there,”

Reitsma said. “It’s something you will L,

never forget.”
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match is forgotten.

By TrEVOR PARks
Senior Reporter

Demetria. Sance — the Lisa
Reitsma of the Texas volleyball team
—hasbiockedasnowy[)ecunberday
in Ambherst,
Mass., out of
her rm'nd.

“That
memory is
over with,”
Sance said of
Nebraska’s
11-15, 15-2,
15-7, 16-14
win over
Texas in the
national charn-
pionship match. In that match, Sance,

Sance

| a sophomore from San Antonio,

showed why she was selected as the
national freshman of the year with a
team-high 20 kills on 66 attacks.

So when eighth-ranked Texas vis-
its the NU Coliseumn:Saturday night to
play the sixth-ranked Cornhuskers,

{1 Sance said, the idea of revenge will not

be at the forefront of her mind.

What will be more important, she
said, is trying to get back in the chase
for first-ever Big 12 championship.
Texas, 11-3 ovetall and 5-1in the cori-<
ference, trails Texas A&M — which
swept the Longhorns on Sept. 25 —
and Nebraska by one match. :
_Texas plays at Colorado Friday.
Two Longhorn wins, coupled with a
loss by the Huskers and the A ggies, will
leave three teams tied for first place.

“We’ve gradually gotten better as
the season has gone on,” said Sance, a
6-foot outside hitter. “We are pretty

. much a step ahead of where we were

last year, and things are going very
positive right now.”

For the second straight year, Sance
has had a tremendous season.

Last year as a freshman, she was
an AVCA second-team All-America
selection. She set four school records:
Most kills in a match (30); most at-
tempts in a match (72); most killsina
season (565); and most atiempts in a
season (1,472). She also had 435 digs
last year, -

~ In 14 matches this season, Sance
has 223 kills, averaging 4.7 per game
with a hitting percentage of .311. Her
season-high 27 kills came in a five-
game win over Oklahoma,

Please see SANCE on 13
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