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Activist talks
of Christian,
gay lifestyle

By ANN Stack
Senior Reporter

In 1985 the Rev. Dr. Mel White
ghostwrote Christian fundamental-
ist Pat Robertson’s book,
“America’s
Date With
Destiny.”
Ten years
later,
Robertson
had his

ployee
thrown in
jail for tres-
passing.

White,
who will be speaking at UNL to-
night, worked with the evangelical
Christian community for 30 years
as a professor, pastor, filmmaker
and communications consultant. He
has a doctorate degree from Fuller
Seminary in Los Angeles.

He was a ghostwriter for some
of the industry’s most powerful and
influential men — Billy Graham,
Jerry Falwell and Robertson.

And he is gay.

It wasn’t easy, he said, to come
to terms with his sexuality.

“I heard for so long that it was a
sin and a sickness to be gay,” he
said. “When someone comes and
represents the church, it’s not a sin.
It’s a gift from God.”

He.came out on National Gay
Pride Day, June 27, 1993, at the
Cathedral of Hope Metropolitan
Community Church in Dallas.

He later appeared on “60 Min-
utes” with Morley Safer and came
out publicly, after his book,
“Stranger at the Gate: To Be Gay
and Christian in America,” came
out.

White said he spent 30 years try-
ing to deny his orientation, going to
therapy, hypnotists and undergoing
shock treatments. He even lived in
a heterosexual marriage, fathered

White

~ two children and had a grandchild.

Still, the homosexual democrat
ended up working for staunch con-
servatives.

“For the first 20 years of my life,
1 made films and wrote books that
were deeply spiritual, that were very
big in churches,” he said.

“About that time, Billy Graham
asked me to write a book for him,”
he said. “I suddenly found myself
writing for these extremist Chris-
tians.”

“This was when Communism
was over and they needed a new
enemy. They picked gays, just as I
was discovering it was OK to be
w-”

Of course, he said, as soon as
he dropped the bombshell, most of
his Christian friends dropped him.
Robertson had him arrested for tres-

ing at the set of his “700 Club”
TV show. He also received hate
mail.

Many of the hate letters referred
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Nebraska artists
donate talent
to local gallery

Staff Reporter

By BRET SCHULTE

form sculptures.

tasks required to operate a business.

tain‘'and competitive world of art.

Although Lincoln may seem to lack free expression,
artistic endeavours are not limited to displays at the
Sheldon Art Gallery or Lied Center. Local galleries, sup-
porting a myriad of Nebraska artists, showcase regional
artwork, ranging from expressionistic furniture to free-

The Noyes Art Gallery, 119 S. 9th, is a leader in the
exhibition and support of local talent. Established in 1994
by Rick and Julia Noyes, the gallery operates as a coop-
erative between the owners and the artists.

The gallery has displayed wares from 23 artists across
Nebraska. In exchange they pay a small fee and donate
their time and talents to performing the more mundane

“We all try to spend at least one day a month here,”
contributing artist Jahnna Harsch said. “I do everything
from acting as treasurer to cleaning the light bulbs.”

The artists and owners in the co-op exist in a symbi-
otic relationship, helping each other survive in the uncer-

“If you are a lone artist trying to promote yourself,
you are not going to have enough time to do art,” Julia
Noyes said. “This (co-op) really works out for everyone.”

Artists have the chance to display their most recent

Sharon
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SPECTATORS STAND OUTSIDE of Noyes Art Gallery, 119 S. 9th St., looking at the
work of Dean Palmerton in the foreground.
works every month. October features artists Beth
Gaylord, emphasizing pastels;
Ohmberger, exhibitioning beautifully glazed
pottery; and John Gentry who is using his cam-
era and pen to document rural Nebraska with
colored photos and poems.

“Each day I’ll just take a dlfferent road go-
ing in a different direction,” Gentry said.

Although three artists are featured this
month, more than a dozen people display their
lalents in the gallery.Tammie Tonniges molds
exquisite pottery implenting the ancient Japa-
nese method of Raku.

Mike Fluent, a Norfolk native, said he feels
most comfortable with a plasma cutter-and a
shiny sheet of aluminum. His surrealistic sculp-
tures, often of women, utilize empty space
‘framed by orhate miétal work to convey a sense
of flow and cohesion within the piece.

This group of Nebraska artists frequently
works in the studios above the gallery, where a
sense of collectivity and free expression eminate.

The collection of Nebraska artists and their
work are on display from 10 a.m to 5 p.m,,
Monday through Saturday. il

By EMiLY WraY
Staff Reporter

The University Symphony Orches-
tra kicks off its season with a concert
Thursday at Kimball Recital Hall.

Tyler White, director of orchestral
activities and assistant professor of
music, will conduct the 65-member
group. The orchestra features three
pieces in its 8 p.m. concert.

The ensemble plays Elegy “to the
memory of my friend, Serge
Kousseviizky” by Howard Hanson to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of na-
tive Nebraskan Hanson's birth.

“Koussevitzky was a longtime con-
ductor and musie director of the Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra,” White said.
“He was a great champion of 20th cen-
tury music. This is a tribute to his
memory as a friend and mentor ﬁ'om
Hanson.”

The piece mcludes a bnefquma—
tion, or brief soundbite, from Hanson’s
own 2nd Symphony, White said.

quotations have become popu-
lar in the past 20 or 30 years, White
said, Hanson used the particular quo-
tation he did as a te to what
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University orchestra opens season
Three pieces to be performed in tonight’s concert
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Themchestraalsoﬁllsanichewith
_its romantic music this season. -

“In a way, it’s a happy coinci-
dence,” White said. “The music is on
our agenda at the time when if’s not as
mhmﬂ:eagmdaoﬁhemxfmmal
orchestra in town.”

White encourages students (o at-
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Concert Review

De'La'fS_dul
gets crowd
into concert

By Parrick MiNgr
Music Critic

LAWRENCE, Kan. — De La
Soul pleased a crowd of about 500
people Monday at the Granada with
their signature fusion of lup—hop.
soul and funk.

The band piayed Sunday in
Ames Towa, sharing the ticket with
Fishbone. When Fishbone dropped
off the bill of the Lawrence show,
the ticket prices dropped from $24
to $14,

Monday’s stmw began with the
song, “Wonce Again Island,”
e s

s
Plug One and Plug Two immedi-
ately encouraged the crowd to jump
around and sing the lyrics, ‘which
was unnecessary as most of the
cmwd was almdyhumcingto the
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