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Congeniality

Election best served
by issues, not insults

From The San Diego Union-Tribune

It is encouraging that at both the Republican
and Democratic national conventions the candi-
dates made commitments to political civility.
These heartening pledges were all the more note-
worthy for being uttered in wildly partisan envi-
ronments. ;

Bob Dole noted, pointedly, that President
Clinton was “my opponent, not my enemy.” Jack
Kemp generously described Bill Clinton and Al
Gore as “good men” with whom Republicans
disagree. Further, Kemp made clear he didn’t
intend to be anyone’s hatchet man — a role of-
ten designated to vice presidential candidates.

The Democratic ticket responded in kind.
Clinton had gracious words in his acceptance
speech for Dole, praising him as an admirable,
courageous man who by dint of sheer will and
character had recovered from crippling wounds
in World War II and devoted his life to honor-
able public service. Clinton then said he wanted
the campaign to be a contest of ideas, not in-
sults. Vice President Al Gore offered similar sen-
timents in his acceptance address.
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