By Chris Bendet

entertainment
After a long, tiring first week of
lines, parking hassles and classes,

look to the bars for some hot enter-
tainment.

At Knickerbockers tonight,
check out the rockin’ sounds of
Suckerpunch and Spelling Tuesday.
One Size Fits'Most and Borrowing
Mark, from Bellville, I1L., play there
Saturday. Cover charge for both
nights is $3.

You could sit at the Zoo Bar all
weekend longand be entertained.

Starting at 5 p.m. today, The Led
Jaxson Band, the No. 1 blues band
from Seattle, will be playing with a
$1 cover charge. After that, Indig-
enous, with a Texas-blues style, will
play with a $4 cover. Sunday at 9
p.m. and for a $3 cover, Tango Ray
and the Tonics, the “in-house” Chi-
cago blues band, will take the stage.

i Tonight and Saturday at
Duggan’s, The Led Jaxson Band
will be ready to set your night on
fire. Showtime is at 9:00 with a $4
cover. ,

Don’t forget the Rail, sponsor-
ing “Grasshopper Takeover” to-
night in the beer garden. This
Omaha band will soon be relocat-
ing to Santa Barbara, Calif., so if
you’rea fan you'll want to catch
them before they head west. An
added bonus will be two extra
guests with the show, but they
haven’t been announced yet. It's at
9 p.m., but have.a $2 cover ready.

If the bars aren’t on your agenda,
check out the new movies down-
town. Although nothing really
jumps out as a blockbuster,
“Emma,” starring Gwyneth Paltrow
will open at The Lincoln, Billed as
a comedy, the movie follows the
Jane Austen trend that seems to be
sweeping the movie industry.

Mike Stretz, owner of Filmstrip
Video, recommends several new
movies on video for those staying
home. -

Stretz -?uid»hé reconuncnded
“All Dogs Go to Heaven II,”
“Mulholl?;cd ‘Falls,” “Gulliver’s
Travels,” (the complete, uncut ver-
sion with Ted Duum) “Faithful”

and “Mary Reilly.” :
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By JEFF RANDALL
Film Critic

When “Trainspotting” (the book)
hit the United Kingdom in 1993, it be-
came an instant critical and commer-
cial hit. Author Irvine Welsh quickly
became a wildly popular cultural icon.

When “l'l-amqﬂnng“ (the movie)

Hit the United Kingdom two years later,
" it followed similar footsteps. It isnow sure

listed as the the second top-grossing
home-grown film in thgv :J;hl;ed
Kingdom’s history (“Four 25
and a Funeral” is first, by the way).

Britain” is ready to take over America.
Created by the same directing/pro-

Boyle, Andlwmxnmaldﬂm and John
Hod 'was respon-
siblege'ﬁr 1994's incredibly good “Shal-
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n (superbly played by
), who is affection-
alyaeﬁmdtobyhnﬁmdlas “Rent .

ducing/screenwriting team (Danny
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Rentm ismired in the depths of heroin
addiction. He details the desires, pains
and pleasures of his situation through
both his words and his actions.
Within a matter of minutes, the au-
dience is able to see Renton go froma
Christ-like position of post-injection
bliss to a desperate search through a
toilet for a pair of opium suppositories
he nncen:hmously and accidentally

Them stark contrasts of filthy plea-
and pure torture continue throy

the whole film, as one moment’s -4

piness shifts directly into the next

moment’s agony. This certainly isn’t

the typical character of a blockbuster

And, now the “film that conquered film.

~  Renton’s friends vary as wildly as
his own emotions. “Sick Boy” (played
Yy Jonny Lee Miller) is a suave and

g womanizer with an affinity
for heroin and an even stronger one for
Sean Connery. Spud (played hilari-
ously by Ewen Bremner) is an intro-
verted, awkward junkie who follows
the others around with a near rever-

' ence Tommy (played by Kevin
is - is the innocent of the group,
ani clean young man who slips
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is more adept at communicating with
vialence than words.

Boyle, MacDonald and Hodge
have done a superb job in translating
Welsh’s masterpiece, which was more
of a collection of short stories than a

novel, into a coherent and singular film.

Although some of the more appeal-
ing sections of the book have been
downsized or omitted because of the
film’s time constrictions,
“Trainspotting” maintains the book’s
desperate and manic tone without sac-

hap- rificing any of its harsh realism.

McGregor’s portrayal of Renton is
as believable as any performance so far
this year. He drifis from insane scene
to insane scene with his own 1denmy
intact and his inner struggle fully vis-
ible to the audience.

Miller’s approachto “Sick Boy” is
equally impressive. His charm and his
dark side are both displayed at their
best (or worst), blending the seductive
and the appalling so effectively that it’s
hard to know whether one should love
him or hate him.

Bremner’s “Spud” is also memo-
rable. Relying'on his character’s igno-
rance as amotivating factor rather than
an inhibitor, Bremner elicits both sym-

Rents.” As the film begins, Carlyle)isadrug-hating alcoholicwho pathy and,.laugmerfrmtheaudmce

gets a visit to the principal’s office for

Film reveals h1ghs lows of drugs

Film: “Trainspotting”
Director: Danny Boyle
Stars: Ewan McGregor, Ewen
Bremner, Jonny Lee Miller, Kevin
McKidd, Robert Carlyle
Rating: R (language, violence, drug
use, nudity)
Grade: A
Five Words: Heroin addicts’ sorry
lives exposed
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providing an almost yearean
comic relief from the film’s otherwise
dark, albeit energetic, tone
But despite these outstmdmg per-
formances, Boyle, MacDonald and
Hodge's presence is felt throughout the
film. From Hodge’s swnmgy effort-
less writing to Boyle’ smnovauvem
ployment of the camera as another
character in the film — something the
book could not relay. :
What * ing” ultimately
hmbecom :usnd an entirely new beast, a
ting exhilarating story sup-
ported by mhuudy believable charac-
ters and i and energetic di-
hrmn:;mltmynotbetheblockhim
ere it was in Enghnd,bmnw-
tainly deserves to be.

punishment. When she tells on a kid SeG———

who tries to cheat on a test, she gets
detention as well.
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punishing |ove interest is Steve Rogers (Eric
Mabius), a dim, guitar strumming kid
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Director:Todd S

- Cast: Heather Mm\rctona
Davis, Brendan Sexton Jr.,Daria
Kalinina,

Matthew Faber
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