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Gregg Madsen
Play-by-play man
Pavelka passes
for more dough

When Nebraska football fans
tune in to the Cornhuskers on the
radio this fall, they won’t be lis-
tening to the familiar voice of Kent
Pavelka.

After 13 years as the play-by-
play man for Nebraska football,
Pavelka was left behind this sum-
mer when Pinnacle Sports Produc-
tions chose Warren Swain as its
new voice.

Pavelka, a part of Husker foot-
ball broadcasts since 1972, was
kmown for his enthusiastic style, a
style that many times earned him
more criticism than praise.

Critics of Pavelks, a sm—lume :

Nebraska sports broadcaster of the
year, claimed his fast-paced style
often left listeners wondering if the
Huskers were on offense or defense.

And Pavelka definitely had a
clear bias for the Huskers. While
covering football or basketball, the
excitement in his voice was directly
proportional to the size of the Husk-
ers’ lead.

But whether you loved Pavelka
or hated him, you could not argue
that he secemed to love Nebraska
football and that he brought a high
level of enthusiasm to the broad-
cast booth.

For many faithful listeners,
Pavelka’s voice synony-
mous with Nebraska football and
lazy autumn afternoons. Despite
his shortcomings, he brought an
excitement to the radio broadcasts
that will be hard to duplicate.

Husker games this fall won’t
seem complete without the sound
of Pavelka’s trademark, “Touch-
down! Touchdown! Touchdown!”
reverberating through the air-
waves.

But, sadly, it was Pavelka him-
self — not his boisterous critics —
who caused his own demise.

When Great Plains Media, Inc.,
won the rights to cover Husker
sports last April, owner Paul Aaron
said he hoped to hire Pavelka as
his play-by-play man.

But in a move more outrageous
than any play Pavelka ever de-
scribed, he requested a $165,000
salary for his first season, accord-
ingtoa E&M report
mer in the Omaha World-Herald.

The requested salary increased
to $185,000 by his fifth season
AND included a yearly bonus of 1
to 5 percent of Pinnacle’s operat-
fgm profit, AND a $7,500 signing

Tom Osborne’s salary is less |

than $185,000. Whel the radio

(OSBORNE SAYS he was

misled about
Firestone’s report,
which airs tonight.

By M Kvuck
Senior Reporter

In 22 years of broadcasting, Roy
Firestone has never been asked not to

‘| run an interview,

Not until two weeks ago.

Since that time, Firestone said he did not return a message Wednesday

has received numerous calls from
members of Nebraska’s Athletic De-
partment asking him not to televise
his interview with NU Football Coach
Tom Osborne.

Firestone’s special, Up Close with

Roy Firestone — in which he inter-
views Osbotne about last season’s off-
field problems and previews the up-
coming season — is scheduled to air
tonight at 8 on ESPN following a col-
lege football preview show.
Nebraska officials have also
phoned top officials at ESPN,
Firestone said, and four different Ath-
letic Department officials, whom

It was not my intent to be malicious
during the interview”

Roy FIRESTONE

Firestone wouldn’t name, have called . ]
either him or ESPN executives. “It would have been different if 1

Firestone said Osborne did not call. @mbushed and trapped Coach
NU Athletic Director Bill Byme Osborne. ButI didn’t. He sat with me
for 35 minutes, and except for feeling
I beleaguered him about Lawrence
“Their athletic office has called mﬂlﬁm‘:ﬂﬁm cor;l{oﬂal:;::w
ESPN, and I know for a fact they have o d“"ﬂd g the interview,
gone to t}ile top and been very threat- ﬁlsela”ned relaxed and was very respect-
ening,” Firestone said. “I think their _ _
actions are very cheap. Osborne said he twice turned down

left by the Daily Nebraskan.

By Vince D’Apano

GRANT WISTROM, a junior rush end, is an All-America candidate.

Wistrom earns elite status
Junior rush end, Tomich form dominating duo
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Wistrom's success, Wistrom said.

“He knows the right buttons to

h and the n;ht words to say

the game,” Wistrom said.

behind Wistrom as rush end.

ay said Wistrom and Jared

pariners in terrorizing of-

fensive backfields, are great lead-
ers.

makes up for it tactically.

The tandem of Wistrom and
Tomich is sure torattle many of the
quarterbacks posed with the task of
facing Nebraska this fall. Wistrom
said he takes pride in causing havoc
in an opponent’s offensive
backfield.

“'m trying to get there as bad
as anybody,” he said. “If I can put
pressure on the man and make him
roll Jared’s way, he’s going to be
‘there nine out of 10 times.”

“We are always talking to'each
other and motivating each other,”
Wistrom said. “All summer, we

beaﬂudﬁnukhdd‘mnﬂm
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Firestone’s request before finally
agreeing to the interview.

“They explained that the focus
would be on this year on some of the
topteamsinthecwnu'y and kind of a
preview of the season,” Osborne said.
“So, that’s what I understood would

be
w said he was told about

catthoend”

Please see ESPN on 17

Texas Tech

ready for
Big 12 action

By Mike Kruck
Senior Reporter

Texas Tech Football Coach Spike
Dykes can’t quite understand why ev-
mgw:ngmtedabmtlhe&g

12 Conference.
“I was thinking the other day that

they
won four games and lost 29. We're
picking up Nebraska, Kansas and
Kansas State. They won 32 games and
lost four.

“Now I'm not very good at arith-
metic, but there is a correlation about
who you play and how many games
you win. It looks to me like we got
our tail to the heater.”

Dykes is worried about the Red |

Raider schedule. In the Big 12, each
team from the south division will play
three teams from the north division.

Tech ended up with Kansas State
and Kansas, both of which finished
the season in the top 10, and Nebraska,
the defending national champion.

“It always amazes me,” he said.
“I’'m not questioning anybody
esty, but I just want to know how it
mm" .

Dykes has been to earn re-
spect for 10 years in k, Texas.
Before ing head coach, he was
the defensive coordinator for three

years,

The Red Raiders had only one win-
ning season in the eight years before
Dykes took over. Since he came, Tech
has finished no lower than fourth in

’s hon- '




