
has no right.” 
She curls up tighter on the couch. 

She looks forward into space.Only she 
knows exactly what she is thinking. 

“He’s a nurse she says. “That’s 
pretty ironic. His job is to take care of 
people, but he can do something like 
this.” She still wants to move when 
school begins in the fall. She will not j 
stay in the apartment for long. 

Her friend has called. They are both 
wary of each other’s feelings, but they 
are speaking. 

He leaves her alone. He speaks to 
her on rare occasions, and then as if 
nothing had happened. He does not 
look at her; he boldly stares. It is 
possible he knows what he has done. 

Her mother and father have ac- 

cepted what has happened, although 
neither approve of how she handled 
herself. She is happy about that, but 
cannot turn to them. * 

Luckily, her relationship with her 
mother has improved. She understands 
why her mother acted the way she did. 
“She feels guilty,” she says. “She wants 
to be able to do something, but she 
can’t, so it turns into anger. I’ve gotten 
pretty used to that by now, though.” 

However, she still does not con- 

nect with her father, and barely speaks 
to or about him to this day. 

She has told friends, and a few have 
been willing to listen. It is what she 
needs the most. 

tivery person at least accepts wnat 

happened, and for now, it is enough. 
Her mood brightens for a moment, 

although a tear begins to form in the 
comer of her eye. Again, she holds it 
back. 

“I have this dream of becoming a 
star performer someday,” she says. “I 
know it’ 11 happen; it’ll happen because 
I want it to happen. It just won’t hap- 
pen the way I want it to. This whole 
thing definitely wasn’t something I’d 
thought of.” 

She closes her eyes and smiles 
slightly. There is a music in the air; not 

audible, but certainly discernible in 
her world. 

“There are things I want to do with 
my life,” she says, “and if I want to do 
them, I can’t let anything stop me. 

“Not even this.”* 
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MDA covers America — 

with the most complete 
range of services for 
people affected by 

neuromuscular diseases. 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 

Jerry Lewis, National Chairman 

1-800-572-1717 
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“The oolice will ask the victim at that 
time it she wants to talk with them and 
testify later,” Gray said. 

Unfortunately, if a victim chooses 
not to receive a rape exam, there’s very 
little recourse for her to take later should 
she change her mind, she said. 

“Rape is very difficult to prosecute 
because (without evidence) it is very 
difficult to prove. It’s just a matter of his 
word against hers,” Gray said. 

Receiving most of the referrals from 
the Victim/Witness Unit and the 
Women’s Center, RSACC provides 
single or weekly group counseling, le- 
gal advocacy, and a 24-hour crisis line, 
as well as transportation to safe houses, 
if necessary. 

Judith Kriss, director of the Women’s 
Center on city campus, said the most 
crucial thing to watch after a rape was the 
victim’s state of mind. 

“The important thing is for victims 
not to blame themselves,” Kriss said. 
Many concerns and problems that ap- 
pear as a long-term result of being vio- 
lated may reoccur for several years, she 
said. 

In addition to counseling, legal ad- 
vocacy, crisis intervention, and refer- 
rals, the staff of the Women’s Center 
work hard to help students heal from 
their ordeal, while still being able to 
function on a daily basis and continue to 

attend school. 
“Many of the students we work 

with are facing dismissals from UNL 
as a result of not attending classes after 
a rape,” Kriss said. “Victims tend to 
have a lot of fear and there’s a lot of 
avoidance and isolation that occurs 
afterwards.” 

In fact, according to Gray, about 
25% of RSACC’s case-load are college 
students who reside in Lincoln. 

Many counselors also suggest pro- 
tection orders for peace-of-mind to 
those survivors who are concerned 
about coming into contact with the 
offender. 

Svoboda explained that while a re- 

straining order falls primarily under the 
jurisdiction of the courts, protection 
orders are a matter for police to deal with. 

“Violating a protection order is a 

criminal offense,” she said. “It means 

that the person violating it will be ar- 

rested. Violation of a restraining order 

may only mean a judge will hold the 
offender in contempt of court.” 

However, according to Gray, many 
victims do not meet the criteria for a 

protection order. 
“You either have to be married, live 

together, have a child together, be related 
by blood, or reside in the same house,” 
she said. 

Most students going to parties or 
out on dates don’t fit under any of those 
criteria. 

But prevention is always the best 

way to deal with the possibility of rape. 
Gray said that one answer may be 

educating the public that “no means no” 
and that rape is not a way to “score 
points.” 

“There’s an attitude out there that 
says ‘If I take her out to eat, she owes 

me,”’ Gray said. 
Kriss said most rapes by far occur in 

situations where women already feel 
safe—with acquaintances or at parties. 

National statistics on rape report that 
one in four college-aged women will 
experience some form of sexual assault 
by a date or acquaintance in their life- 
time, Kriss said. 

However, she said those statistics 
are taken only from the rapes reported, 
which is figured to be only 10% of the 
total rapes that occur nationally. 

Gray also noted the high incidence of 
“date rape” as being a major obstacle to 

prevention of rape. 
“Eighty percent of the rapes that 

occur are committed by acquaintances 
or dates,” Gray said, “What safety 
procedures can someone follow to 
prevent someone they know from 
hurting them?” 

But Kriss said that the Victim/Wit- 
ness Unit regularly attempts to teach 
common sense strategies for rape pre- 
vention. n; 

Safety tips include going out in 
groups, not leaving a place with a 

stranger, never hitchhiking, and avoid- 
ing poorly-lit parking areas. 

However, Svoboda conceded that 
even after following every safety tip, 
little can be done to prevent someone 

from hurting another person if they 
really want to, and that the best protec- 
tion is awareness. 

“Use your head to protect your 
body,” she said. “If your partner ap- 
pears not to be listening to you, or if a 

situation just feels unsafe, then it prob- 
ably is.” 
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15$ Wings 
$1 23 oz. Budweiser 

Special Guest 

Tom Novak 6:00 720 Q St. 
475-UNTD 

Library Lounge 
Student Night 
Thursday 7-1 

$1 off w/student ID 
Nightly Specials 

Wcd.-990 Margaritas 4-close 
Fri.- 4-7 F.A.C. 
Free Hot Wings & Gizzards 

Sun.- Free Pool 7-close 

Look Alike Lip Sync Contest 
Sat. Sept. 14 w/cash prizes 
Sign up Saturdays 9-close 

Annette Morrell Band 
Saturday, Sept. 7 $2 cover 

70th & A Clocktower Plaza 
488-4242 

T r 

17th & N Street 
No Appointments Necessary 

Oil Change Service 5 W*1 
with UNL student I.D. 

Now only $19.70 (reg. $25.70) 
Environmental disposal fee included 

• Oil & filter change (up to 5 qts) I 
• Lubricate zerk fittings 
• Check & fill fluids: brake, | 

power steering, battery, washer, | 
and auto transmission fluid only | 

• Check antifreeze, air filter, wiper i 

blades, and tire pressure 
• Vacuum interior & wash windows! 

Best Service in Just 10 Minutes. 
Most brands available. Expires*8-31 -96 | 

LOpenMra.^FiiV8-6j*_Sat 8-4j 

476-9466^0 

Offmgf ige Service J|n 

Iguanas 

^ Come in and brush up on the latest styling techniques. 
Throughout August, purchase a 500ml Nexxus 

Sjnp Humectress® Moisturizing Conditioner, and receive 
as your gift a 100ml Versastyler Designing Lotion 
and a Nexxus Vented Styling Brush, FREE. 

Feed your head N€^US 
Colleee of Hair Design 

1 1 TH S, M ST- BflRBERING COSMETOLOGY ■ 474-4244 

5‘Blocks South of Campus 


