
Execution date set 
for John Joubert 
From Staff Reports 

It took Nebraska only one week 
to set a new execution date for 
convicted child-killer John Joubert 
— only 18 days from his previous 
brush with the electric chair. 

On Monday, the Nebraska State 
Supreme Court set July 17 as a new 

execution date for Joubert. 
Joubert was scheduled to die 

June 28 in the electric chair for the 
1983 killings of two Sarpy County 
boys, but was given a stay of execu- 
tion by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

On July 1, the U.S. Supreme 
Court rejected Joubert’s two ap- 
peals. By that afternoon Nebraska 
State Attorney General Don 
Stenberg had submitted to the Ne- 
braska Supreme Court a request for 
a new execution. 

Stenberg on Monday com- 

mended the court for its swiftness 
in acting on the Joubert case and 
didn’t expect any further delays or 

stays of executions. 
“The court recognizes that 12 

years of review in the case of some- 

one who has pleaded guilty and con- 
fessed to several murders is adequate 
and that further delays do not con- 

tribute to the administration of jus- 
tice,” Stenberg said. 

But Christine Abraham, the state 
coordinator for Nebraskan’s 
Against the Death Penalty, said jus- 
tice was not being served. 

“I’m disappointed in the Su- 
preme Court’s response,” Abraham 
said. “I’m amazed they issued an 
order so quickly. It’s unprec- 
edented.” 

Matt Lemeux, executive director 
oftheNebraskachapterofthe Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union, said he 
was also disappointed and surprised 
at the court’s quick decision. 

Lemeux said he was hoping the 
court would wait to make its ruling 
until October, when the U.S. Su- 
preme Court would be back in ses- 

sion. 
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X-rays of mummies 
show glimpse of past 
By Mike Kluck 
Staff Writer 

Many people have heard stories 
about the mummification of ancient 
Egyptian royalty and pharoahs. The 
process of ritual preservation of the 
dead has fascinated scientists, histori- 
ans and movie-goers for years. 

But royalty only made up about 3 
percent of the ancient Egyptian popu- 
lation. 

Most ancient Egyptians consisted 
of ordinary middle-class citizens, 
many of whom were mummified in 
the same manner royalty was. 

It’s a fact that pleases Alan 
Kirkland, because it will allow him to 

study the lives of people who lived 
more than 3000 years ago. 

On Monday, Kirkland, the director 
of the Egyptian Collection Research 
Project at the University of Nebraska, 
X-rayed the second of three mummies 
the University currently has in its col- 
lection. 

Kirkland said it would take him a 

while to learn more about the mummy, 
which he believed to be a woman who 
lived during the 18th Dynasty some- 

time between 1200-1300 B.C. 
But the X-rays should help him 

determine the age, height, weight, diet, 
and physical characteristics of the 
person. Dental conditions can also be 
detected, and possibly what caused 
the person’s death. 

“We will do a forensic examina- 
tion much like they do in any criminal 
investigation they do today,” Kirkland 
said. One mummy was X-rayed 
July 1 while the remaining one will go 
through the same process next Mon- 
day. Nebraska is one of about 12 insti- 
tutions which has X-rayed mummies, 
according to Kirkland. 

It is also unusual for a university to 
have three mummies intact and in good 
shape, such as Nebraska’s, he said. 

However, early results of the X- 
rays showed that the mummy had 
probably been the victim of grave- 
robbers soon after its death. 

Although Kirkland said his inves- 
tigation wasn’t interested in gathering 
jewelry or treasures from the period, 
he was disappointed because the bones 
of the mummy were disturbed by the 
rummaging. 

Nevertheless, Kirkland said the 
mummy was in good shape despite 
moving it from its storage area in 
Nebraska Hall to the University Health 
Center for the X-ray. 

The mummy was moved in its origi- 
nal wooden coffin, but was covered to 

protect it from light and dust. The 
coffin was also supported by foam to 

protect it from breaking apart during 
the move. 

Kirkland said other factors such as 

humidity, also hamper efforts to pre- 
serve the condition of the mummies. 

“Nebraskais one of the worst places 
next to Florida to have one of these,” 
Kirkland said. “They’re much better 
off in a place with no humidity.” 

The mummies were originally do- 
nated along with other Egyptian arti- 
facts to the University Museum in 
1927 by George Linninger, a farm- 
implement dealer from Omaha. 

Since then the mummies have been 
on the fifth floor of Nebraska Hall 
until 1994 when Kirkland, then a 

graduate student, began the project to 
identify and catalog the collection. 

Kirkland said the mummies the 
University has are priceless, but are 

deteriorating due to the conditions 
they are exposed to every day. He 
said the mummies should be stored in 
a climate-controlled facility. 

For now, Kirkland said he will 
continue to examine and protect the 
mummies, while learning more about 
their culture. The horror stories will 
be saved for the movies. 

UPC Student Night at the Rep 
The Nebraska Repertory Theater presents 

"Lost in Yonkers" 
8:00 pm, Wednesday, July 17 

Howell Theater 
Purchase student tickets at the Howell Box Office 

for only $5 
Make your own sundaes before the show 

at the Lied Center Plaza 
Sponsored by the University Program Council 
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50% MORE FREE! REHHPLUS + 
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The Conditioner and The Freeze &. Shine Super Spray 
Detangler by prtjLivampgn~ with 32 oz. refill size. szz“ value 
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and a FREE Gear Plastic Beach Bag jljH 
Promo Price *9.- each 
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I 
Receive a FREE beach bag 1 

loz. PHlnlsh active clarifier with 
the purchase of an 8oz. Ultra 

Volume shampoo and a 
tL 4oz. UltraPack reconstructor. 

I. Sale Price* 16.50 
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■ TIME FOR A NEW i 
SUMMER LOOK 

Come fa far a simmer cut. 
_color or body perm._ 
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Top: After languishing for 
decades on filing cabinets in a 
darkened room or Nebraska Hall, 
an Egyptian mummy is examined 
by x-rays at the University of 
Nebraska Student Health Center. 
Above: Graduate student Alan 
Kirkland and scientific illustrator 
Sarah Guthmann examine x-rays 
of the Egyptian mummy. 
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