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Joubert when he was committing crimes. The 
other from Sister Helen Prejean, the author of 
Dead Man Walking, which was recently made 
into a movie. 

After Pitre read the letters for the broadcast 
media, questions followed. 

Again, the question of his chances came up. 
“Everyone is telling me 'hey, you don’t have 

a snowball’s chance in Hell,”’ he said. 
“I’m just going to keep pushing myself.” 
More questions, another claim that he made 

no attempt to delay the execution, and another 
asking why the state was hurrying to execute 
Joubert and the press conference ended quietly. 

Three blocks away and twenty minutes later, 
the Nebraska Civil Liberties Union held a press 
conference to talk about actions they filed. 

The NCLU, all on Monday, asked the State 
Supreme Court for a stay of execution, claimed in 
Sarpy County Court that death by electrocution 
was cruel and unusual punishment, and raised 
other legal appeals in U.S. District Courtin Omaha. 

By Wednesday, all three were rejected in 
their respective courts. 

At the conference, Matt Lemieux, the execu- 
tive director of the NCLU, showed the media 
pictures of bodies after execution by electrocu- 
tion. The bodies were burned and discolored. 

Lemieux, after outlining the court actions and 
stats on the few states that use electrocution, 
recognized that they would not turn some Nebras- 
kans away from supporting the electric chair. 

“But those Nebraskans who can understand 
and recognize the sheer brutality and cruelty of 
state-sanctioned death by electrocution... will 
surely realize that the electric chair has no place 
in our society and our state, no matter how 
gruesome the crime,” he said, reading from a 

press release. 
Again, questions followed, clarifying what 

the NCLU was doing. The conference broke up, 
and some media headed for another demonstra- 

tion outside of the governor’s mansion. 

Wednesday 
It is only noon, but Pitre is already nervous. 

The hearing to consider a clemency hearing 
is a little more than an hour away. 

In the sixth-floor conference room in Gold’s 
Galleria, Pitre, two volunteers and only three 
media members sit. Pitre, whose hands are shak- 
ing, but not as bad as the day before, speaks fast. 

Today, Pitre reads a letter from Pope John 
Paul n’s representative in the United States, 
Archbishop Agostino Cacciavillan. The arch- 
bishop, in the letter, makes a plea for Joubert’s 
life on behalf of the Pope. 

“The most important spiritual leader in the 
western world is appealing to the governor, the 
attorney general, the secretary of state of the 
State of Nebraska,” Pitre said. 

An hour after the conference, Pitre meets all 
three face to face. 

The Nebraska Pardons Board, made up of Gov. 
Ben Nelson, Attorney General Don Stenberg and 
Secretary of State Scott Moore awaited Pitre. 

Before the hearing, Pitre admitted he was 

intimidated, but undaunted. He prayed with 
friends before speaking to the board. 

In a room with seven TV cameras, three 
newspaper photographers, more than 60 people 
and the state’s three most powerful men, Pitre 
made his plea for a clemency hearing for Joubert. 

In a speech that lasted only fifteen minutes, 
Pitre told the board he is not an attorney and not 
making a legal appeal. 

“I have come here not to appeal to the law but 
to your hearts,” he said. 

Pitre said a hearing was needed so the board 
could see Joubert’s change, not read about it in 
documents. In a hearing, he said, the board 
could hear how he is consumed with remorse. 

Joubert’s therapist, Laurel Ban Han, gave 
short, unprepared testimony, repeating Pitre’s 
plea for a hearing. 

Just as board members were to close down 
the hearing, Eric Sheers, the executive director of 
the Murder, Assault, Rape, Robbery Assis- 
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Quoting Bible passages, Jessie Myles, left, and Larry Ball, president of the 
Plainsmen, face off Sunday during an anti-death penalty rally held at the State 
Capitol Sunday. Myles was against the death penalty, Ball for it. 

tance Center, asked to speak. He had a letter from 
Judy Eberle, the mother of one of the victims. 

In the letter, Eberle said Joubert should be 
executed because Joubert gave no thought to 

" her son’s pain and suffering. She wrote Joubert 
answered her son’s pleas to take him to a hos- 
pital by stabbing him to death. 

“Was Danny asking for something close to 

clemency like Joubert is today?” Sheers read to 
the board. “I think so, and Danny deserved it.” 

Eberle wrote that she lives in fear that Joubert 
would get a life sentence and get out on parole. 
She wrote she knew Joubert would come for her 
if he did get out of prison. 

“I don’t want to suffer any longer,” she 
wrote. “This is enough. You will help our families 
out very much if you just get this over...” 

Pitre was given a chance to rebut the mothers 
letter, but it did no good. 

The board unanimously denied Joubert a 

hearing. They then unanimously denied com- 

muting his sentence. 
“I am at peace with the decision,” Nelson said 

before the vote. “I am not at peace with the 
crimes committed, nor will I ever be. Nor will 

anyone ever be.” 
In the crush of media outside the hearing 

room, Pitre said the result was not unexpected. 
“What can I say? People told me this was 

going to happen.” 
Pitre said he would spend the next days with 

Joubert, up to the execution. 
He turned, hugged a volunteer, and walked 

away from the crowd of media. 

00s For Sale 

Airline Jobs 
Applications are now being accepted for domestic and 
international staff! Flight attendants, ticket agents, 
reseivationists, ground crew + more. Excellent travel 
benefits! Call Airline Employment Services for details. 1- 
206-971-3690 ext. L57781 

CRUISE SHIPS HIRING 
-Earn up to $2,000+ /month. World travel. Seasonal & full- 
time positions. No exp. necessary. For info, call 1-206- 
971-3550 ext. C57784. 

FREE FINANCIAL AID! 
Over $6 billon in public and private sector grants & 
scholarships is now available. All students are eligible 
regardless of grades, income, or parent's income. Let U6 

help. Call Student Financial Services: 1-800-263-6495 
ext. F57784 

Gateway 486/50. 16 meg ram. extra large monitor, CD 
ROM, modem, 1 gig hard drive, handscanner. $1150 
OBO. Call 488-7126. 

AKC German Shepherd puppies. Black and tan and 
sables. AKC German Shepherd female, 1 1/2 years old. 
402-373-2595 or 402-566-2418. 

1994 Dodge Grand Caravan, excellent condition, 4 
bucket seats, air, cruise, dark green color, 25,000 miles. 
Call 420-1641. 

1990 Mazda Protege, 4 door, 5 speed with air, 87k, $4850 
or offer. 1986 Mercury Cougar, auto with air, loaded, 
$2650 or offer. 1987 Honda Civic CRXSI:5speed, moon 
roof, air, 80k, nice, $2950 or offer. 

Baer’s Auto Sales. 1647 S 3rd. 477-6442. 

200s Notices 

DISC GO ROUND 
Used CD’s, $5.9947.99. 

T-shirts, posters, imports, hacky seeks, music 
books, song books and CD towers. 

New CD’s $11.99412.99 
DISC GO ROUND 

50th and 0,486-0047. 
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■ve music with 

starts at 9 

shot and drink specials 
all nite! 

Saturday 

HhW^S SATURDAY 
With 9^.1 Ttt NETS 

hack and dale 

This Saturday is 

LADIES NIGHT 
$1.00 WELL DRINKS 
FOR ALL WOMEN, 

ALL NIGHTI 

Life is a non-linear function. 
__-Fans of Unabomber 

Wanted 25 students ASAP. Lose 8 to 30 pounds fast. New 
matabolism breakthrough. All Natural. Doctor recom- 
mended and guaranteed. 1-800-435-7591. 

ACROSS 

i Pilgrimage 
5 Cincinnati’s 

river 
9 Prospector’s 

stakeout 
14 Mary’s co-star 

in “South 
Pacific” 

15 Entrepreneur 
Griffin 

16 Greek 
goddesses 

17 Author of 
“Portnoy’s 
Complaint” 

18 Medicinal plan 
19 Likeness 
20 Business-lettei 

abbr. 
21 Inn man? 
23 Salesclerk: Br. 

25 Interrogatory 
interjection 

26 Towel 
monogram 

27 Large bottle 
32-Ababa 
35 “Norma- 

1979 film 
36 Greek music 

halls 
37 Songwriter 

Sedaka 
38 Not give- 
40 Trumpeter Al 
41 Roman year 

that is 
palindromic in 
Arabic 

42 Achieve 
43 Scottish 

mystery writer 
44 Bluefish 

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 

Delivery Person part time. Early morning or late evening. 
Apgy at Garrison Coleman Co., 3939 N. 48th St., 464- 

Dental assistant/receptionist. Monday-Friday, Sam to 12. 
Will train. 476-1954,___ 

Education Majors 
Part time position at new teaching supply store. Flexible 
hours. Call 421-8900. Ask for Mischele. 

46 Marquand’s “H. 
M. Pulham, 

47 Table scrap 
48 In name only 
52 Painstaking 

man? 
57 Bulwer-Lytton 

heroine 
58 Distant; 

reserved 
59 Biblical weed 
60 Actress Naldi 
61 Island in Taiwan 

Strait 
62 Unique person 
63 Craw 
64 Former 

president of 
NOW 

65 A1981 film 
66 Urges 

DOWN 
i Zeus’s wife and 

namesakes 
2 Mercury, to 

alchemists 
3 The same 

4 Phone man? 
5 Siouan people 

in Neb. 
6 -ofTroy 
7 Mangle 
8 Eavesdrop 
9 Pretentiously 

elegant 
10 Broad-topped 

hill 
11 Damascene, e.g 
12 Verdi villain 
13 Convene 

22 Country on the 
Red Sea 

24 Improperly: 
Prefix 

27 Imbibed 
28 Apple-owning 

man? 
29 Chief Norse goo 
30 Roll-call 

response 
31 Cole and Turner 
32 Ampersands 
33 Orlop or poop 
34 Half a 

Caribbean tree 

38 Prize 
3» “The Great 

-Chaplin 
film 

43 Adherent 
45 Festive 
46 Duck downs 
48 Spent 
49 Tours’s river 
90 Composer Bruckner 

51 Harvests 
52 Smokers’ 

products 
53 Ancient 

kingdom 
54 Musical tone 
55 Artist Bonheur 
56 Rooster on a 

spire 


