
Experience molds brother’s life 
I laugh at the stupidest stuff. And a 

lot of the time, it’s not out loud. 
For me, my brother’s graduation 

was a trip. I was sitting around, watch- 
ing him do the same things I did three 
years ago. Shaking hands, laughing at 
bad jokes, thanking people he didn’t 
know. 

His girlfriend was there. Her gradu- 
ation party was the day before. They 
hung close to each other, more for 
safety than anything. 

They are coming here to Lincoln as 

boyfriend and girlfriend — high 
school sweethearts. He’d probably 
smack me upside the head if I called 
them that. 

It is eerie how similar we are. I was 

in his same shoes just three years ago. 
Graduated, in love, and we were com- 

ing to school here together. 
Now, the new shoes I wore to 

school are worn out, dusty, muddy 
and old. I don’t talk much to that girl 
I came to school with. The woman I 
know now is different. 

I am old now. I do old things. Like 
get engaged and write resumes. I 
look at my brother and I have hope for 
him. He is young, and his whole col- 
lege life is ahead of him. 

When I came here, I didn’t know 

Matthew Waite 
which way was up. Since I am the 
oldest, I was the first child of my 
parents’ to go to college. 

I came to the Daily Nebraskan right 
away and it has changed my life com- 

pletely. I have been given opportuni- 
ties that I never even dreamed. 

There was a word in there that I am 

going to repeat: opportunity. 
When my brother was opening his 

graduation gifts, one of his high school 
counselors gave him a picture frame 
that had a small poster in it. The top of 
the poster read: “The harder you work, 
the luckier you get.” 

Coming to school here is just the 
start. You are going to be handed 
more opportunities than you can be- 

gin to imagine. 
The problem is, you may not rec- 

ognize them. Many will just pass on 

by. 
At that same graduation party, 

people kept telling me that I am lucky 
to have done all I have. As a journalist, 
I covered the Harold Lamont Otey 
execution, crime, punishment, courts, 
drama, emotion, life. I have been to 
Bosnia to cover that area’s fragile 
peace. 

I never thought about being lucky. 
I used the old Star Wars line “In my 
experience, there is no such thing as 

luck.” 
Believe what you want about su- 

perstitions. College is about opportu- 
nity. To learn, to party, to love, to hurt, 
to travel, to fail classes because you 
only showed up for the tests. (There is 
no excuse for this — trust me.) 

Now entering my fourth year, I get 
to watch my brother grow and learn in 
his first year. 

And I get a chance to maybe get to 
know my brother. Maybe contribute 
to his delinquency. 

Just another opportunity. 
Another semester in college. 
Waite is a junior news-editorial major 

and the DN Summer Edition editor. 
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We specialize in corrective hair color 
Free Loreal color shampoo 
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You could qualify to have 100% of your 
college tuition paid while working at Amigos! 
With S.T.E.P., students are reimbursed 25%—100% of their college tuition based 
on their length of employment with Amigos. That’s in addition to great hourly 
pay, paid vacations and meal discounts! To qualify to be in STEP, students must 
begin work at the beginning of the semester and make themselves available to 
work certain peak shifts. There's no G.P.A. requirement or income restrictions. 
Reimbursement checks are issued directly to the students at the end of the 

semester. What a great bonus! 
S.T.t.P, pay up to $1,Q1S per ——rtrl_ 

Apply in person at the Amigos nearest 
you or coll 1 -800-825-0012. 
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Our Wei come 

To You... 

Start jour college 
career witk a 

distinct difference... 

Join ns for a umcjue 
collection of clotkmg, sports 
wear, and footwear like jou'll 

find nowkere else! 
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