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two inches apart. “These guys have no rule
book.”

Chambers, a long-time proponent of pay-
ing student athletes, said he thought the gist
of the bill was to benefit the university, not
the student athlete.

“The bill shows all this concern and it’s
pretended to help the athlete, but it’s only for
the institution.”

Osborne responded by citinga 1983 inci-
dent where Heisman Trophy winner Mike
Rozier signed a contract with an unlicensed
Fali!‘omia agent who charged a 13 percent

ee.

Osborne told the committee, without ac-
tually naming Rozier, that the player had lost
$300,000 before he realized the agent wasn’t
registered.

The State of Californialater helped Rozier
recover half the money lost.

“That money did not benefit the univer-
sity. It did not benefitthe NCAA. It benefited
the player,” Osborne said.

ambers agreed that a problem existed,
but said he wanted to see more education for
athletes about dealing with agents.

NU athletic director Bill Byrne was also
on hand for the hearing. He did not testify
before the committee, but he, too, called the
bill necessary.

“It’s important for us to have this to pro-
tect the student athlete,” he said. “There are
agents with all kinds of allegations and rep-
resent themselves in sometimes fallacious
ways.”

Stai, who is a starting lineman for the
Super Bowl XXX -bound Pittsburgh Steelers,

Former Husker lineman

said the bill would give players a sense of
security.

“It’s real important that these agents are
qualified,” he said. “It will give players and
familiesan idea of the kind of agent they are
dealing with.”

Brashear told the committee that the bill
would be better than the other 23 state legis-
lations dealing with athlete agents.

His statement of intent called the bill “the
most comprehensive and up-to-date sports
agent legislation in the country.”

“We have researched other jurisdictions
ofthe U.S.,” he said. “We've examined their
laws, and we produced a unique work prod-
uct.”

This is one reason Chambers said the bill
needed work.

“It has too much detail,” he said. “I think
maybe they took something out of all the
ggﬁer bills and came up with this one long

111,

“Ifwe’retryingtoprotect theathlete from
being gouged by the agent, we can do it a
much simpler way.”

Brashear, closing the hearing, said he
believed the committee had lost focus on the
bill but wanted Lo get one point across.

“This act cssentially does what I have
heard people say they want to see done.”

The committee took no action on the bill
Friday.
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