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Todd Walkenhorst
No apologies
need be made
forscoreboard

As teams climb up the football
polls, so do the scores.

This weekend, Nebraska coach
Tom Osborne and Florida State
coach Bobby Bowden were not criti-
cized as much for running up the
sc(ére aflereasy victories last week-
end.

But two weeks ago, the story
was different.

Afler defeating Arizona State
two Saturdaysago, Osborne apolo-
gized to Sun Devil coach Bruce
Snyder forscoring late in the game.

Maybe Snyder should have been
apologizing to Osborne, the Husk-
ers and all of the fans who paid to
sce that game for not bringing a
team ready to play.

Afler a week to think about it,
good old Dr. Tom agreed and real-
1zed that the Huskers could have
done’tilftH tHbre'damdpe - " o7ue

“We scored one touchdown of-
fensively in the last half,” Osborne
said, “and believe me, we could
have done a lot more than that.

“When youhave your No. 3 quar-
terback, your No. 4 or No. 5 offen-
sive line, your No. 3 or 4 wingback
against the first-team safety,” he
said, “is that a real apologetic situ-
ation?”

The average Joe Blow football
fan was not calling for Osborne’s
head after Saturday’s game.

Ifthe Huskers would have scored
70 points against Pacific, Osborne
again would be criticized. Butwhy?

College footballisthe only sport,
atany level, thathasthe dilemmaof
when the scoring should stop.

You never hear of this phenom-
enon in other sports. Baseball and
basketball blowoutsneverstrike up
this conversation. Ask Danny Nee
about his trip to Oklahoma State
last season, which ended ina 93-53
loss.

Because of this controversy,
football teams are forced to play
below their top level, making it
unfair to the players and fans.

“I’ssad tosay, but I think Coach
Osborne may have limited himself
on the play calling this week, with
cverybody talking about ninning
up the score,” senior center Aaron
Graham said after last week’s Pa-
cific game. “I don’t know if that’s
right or not.”

Why is this even a controversy
in football? These players should
know what they are getting into
when they accept a football schol-
arship to a school such as Arizona
State or Pacific.

They are mediocre players go- -
ing to a mediocre school, and Ne-
braska is ahead on the schedule as
an opponent. Ifthey can’t figure out
what’s going tohappen, they should.
notbeincollege. Ifthey can’thandle
what’s goingto happen, they should
not be playing football.

- Walkenhorst is a senlor broadcast-
ing major and a D"-Ily'Nebrll@i.l'l.pﬂ

. reporter.

Huskers, Buffs meet tonight

Volleyball team
kicks off season
with rival CU

By Trevor Parks

Senior Reporter

Starting the Big Eight season by
playing conference rival Colorado on
the road is just fine for the Nebraska
volleyball team.

No. | Nebraska, 10-1, takesanine-
match winning streak {o Boulder,
Colo., to take on the 7-4 Buffaloes
tonight at 8:30.

Senior Allison Weston wouldn’t
want to start with anyone else, espe-
cially after what happened two years
ago. The Buffaloes defcated Nebraska
for both the Big Eight conference

Freshman goalkeeper settles into position

gZBAntona Oseka
Heporter

Nebraska goalkeeper Michelle
Denomme had a big adjustment to
make when she eame to college.

The adjustment wasn't in the class-
room, but on the soccer field, where
she was named Nebraska’s starting
Enalkeeper at the start of the season.

tarting at goalkeeper as a freshman

. Surprised Derlomfie at first. ="' ' '~

“I had to ean the position like
everyone else,” she said. “I didn’t
reall}: want to ride the bench my first.

And Denomme hasn’t been on the
sidelines much at all this season.
Denomme has started six of
Nebraska's seven games this season,

recording 13 savesand allowingseven

goals. She is fourth in the Central
Region with a 1.12 goals-against av-
erage, and on Sunday against Wyo-
ming, Denomme and sophomore
Michelle Hauser combined for
Nebraska's first shutout of the season.

After last season’s starting goal-

keeper, Alison Dudley, didn’t come .

out for the team this year, the spot was
open. And Denomme stepped right in,

“l think I've adjusfed quickly,”
Denomme said.

Denomme said she thought the key
for her adjustment came through the
soccer team. The team really gets
along,andeveryone on the teamknows
each other, she said, which contrib-
utes to team unity.

Adjusting to the style of her team-
mates’ play was hard, Denomme said.

“You're so used to playing with
one team that you know all the other
players’ strength and weaknesses,” she
said. ©You change your game a little
bit to'adjust for each team that you
play for.

But Husker coach John Walker said
Denomme had survived the battle.

“She’s come a long way, and she

championshipand the Big Eight Tour-
nament. Now she said she wanted to
end her career on top.

“I remember my sophomore year
when wedidn’t winthe Big Eight,and
that was kind of a disappointment,”
Weston said. “Being my senior year,
it’s always nice, plus it's the last Big
Eight championship, so that will be
kind of an incentive to win it.”

Nebraska does find itself defend-
ing the Big Eight title, unlike last
season when the Huskers were trying
to regain. the title they had held for 17
previous seasons.

In the year Nebraska lost the Big
Eight crown, Colorado beat the Husk-
ers in a five-game match at Boulder
Oct. 13, 1993. That was the last con-
fercnce match Nebraska lost, 20
matches ago.

See HUSKERS on 8

Nebraska goalkeeper Michelle Denomme dives for a ball duri

starting as a freshman.

does a very good job,” he said.

Denomme, from London, Ontario,
said she missed her friendsand family
from Canada, but she doesn’t miss the
weather.

“It’s a little hot down here, that’s

CU coach says
Huskers spark
game excitement

By Trevor Parks
Senior Reporter

The best medicine for the Colo-
rado volleyball team after a weekend
hangover would be a victory over
Nebraska.

The 7-4 Buffaloes are coming off
two losses at No. 7 Notre Dame, where
Coach Brad Saindon said his team
played someterrible volleyball. Notre
Dame swept Coloradoin both matches.

“Our team was feeling pretty bad,
and we were doubting ourselves after
thematch,” Saindon said. “They made
us look foolish, and now we have to

all,” Denomme said.

bounce back and play an gven greater
team.” ;

No. 15 Colorado plays host to No.
1 Nebraska Wednesday night at Boul-
der, Colo. Saindon said playing the
Cornhuskers could help the Buffaloes

"get back on track.

“Nebraska is a big game no matter
what sport,” Saindon said. “Everytime
we play Nebraska, they bring an aura
of excitement to the match.”

That excitement should bring a
good crowd into the Coors Event Cen-
teraswell. But Saindon said the home-
court advantage could have either a
positive or a negative effect.

“They could be a factor if we keep
them in the match,” Saindon said. “If
Nebraska comesin and takes the crowd
out of the match, that could have a
negative effect. For our team to have

See BUFFALOES on 8

Angela HN

ng practice Tuesday. Denomme is

“I'll play for a club team when I

Afier spending a year and a half head back,” she said. “There’s also

playing for the Ontario provincial
team, Denomme said she probably
would return to Canada toplay soccer

‘sometime.

the national team, which I'll try out
for. I should get my invitation to it in
acoupleyears. I'd like to getinvolved
with the provincial team again.”

I-backs, injuries focus of press conference

By Mitch Sherman

or or

He works out in the morning.”
Osborne said the report. from the renowned

Afier evaluating the psychiatric report, Osborne

For the third consecutive week, Tom Osborne
spent the majority of his press conference talking
about subjects other than football,

Although the barrage of questions subsided in
week three of life without Lawrence Phillips, con-
versation about the Comhuskers’ former
Heisman Trophy candidate again dominated the
discussion.

Phillips, who was indefinitely suspended from
the football team on Sept. 10 afier being arrested
and charged with third-degree assault, spent three
days last week at the Menninger Clinic in Topeka,
Kan., Osborne said. °

“Lawrenceisdoing fine,” Osborne said. “Italked
to him alittle bit this morning. He is going toclass.

S ae ST e S .

psychiatric hospital was due back in Lincoln Tues-
day or Wednesday.
“We’ll take a look at it and go from there.”
Osbome said Monday that if he was satisfied
with theresults of Phillips’ examination in Topeka,
the I-back possibly could play as early as Oct. 14,
when Nebraska plays host to Missouri.

But Osborne emphasized that no date had been

st in stone for the return of Phillips, who gained

359 yards on 34 attempts in two games this year
before being suspended.

“Some people will say it's hypocritical because
you are supperting him so he can come back and
BLay against Colorado (Oct. 28),” Osborne said. “If

same.”

was a fifth-team player, he would be treated the -

said he would take into consideration how his
decision might affect Phillips and the team.

-“If you kick him off, what is he going to do?”
Osborne said. “Does he go back to nothing? What
happens tothe guy? If you keep him around, is this
going to be a real problem for the team? I have
neyer found it real easy to make those decisions.”

Other people, however, Osborne said, have had
little difficulty passing judgment on his decisions.

“Some people would say a person is innocent
until proven guilty,” Osborne said. “But I don’t
want to put a guy out there on the field if Iamreally
convinced that ﬁe committed a serious crime.

“You have to make a judgment. That’s not

See OSBORNE on 8,
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