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Program sharpens
small business skills

By Melanie Brandert
Siaff Reporier

A UNL training program helps
Nebraska small business owners
sharpen their business skills.

The Fast Trac Entrepreneurial
Training Program was designed to
teach small businessowners how to
expand their businesses, develop
market strategies or build manage-
ment teams, said Marilyn Schlake,
program coordinator for the Center
for Rural Community Revitaliza-
tion and Development.

“It’s for pcople who want to
improve their business,” she said.
“They can create their own jobs,
create other jobs for pcople or cre-
ale community growth.”

Eleven sites in Nebraska, with
additional sites planned, are served
by coalitions of local residents, As
the program’s governing board,
each coalition determines which
course and curriculum will be of-
fered and chooses a starting date in
either September or January.

“It varies as to the makeup of the
people in the community and those
interested in the economic growth of’
the community or region,” she said.

Local coalitions also can regu-
late the cost of the program, Schlake
said,aslongassufTicient fundingis
available. The suggested fee for the
pro is $175.

*hlake said the training pro-
gram, which initially began in Nor-
folk, Omaha and Scottsbluff, was
funded mostly by a grant from the
U.S. West Foundation. Other con-
tributors include the State Fast Trac
Coalition, the Nebraska Department
of Economic Development and the
Cooperative Extension Service.

estatecoalitionofficein Filley
Hall on East Campus oversees man-
agement of the program, sets certi-
fication standards for the courses
and trains program instructors and
coordinators, she said.

Dennis Kahl, extension educa-

tor for Seward County, said the
program would soon begin in the
Seward area. Small business own-
ers in the area need help planning
for the future, Kahl said.

“It provides businesses within
the community and the county to
have an opportunity to improve,
expand, grow or take on new em-
ployees,” he said.

Kahl said he hoped to enroll 20
t025 people in the program. Classes,
which will be held in Milford,
Seward and Utica, are scheduled to
start Jan. 8, he said.

The 11-session, weekly program
has been successful, Schlake said.
A survey of participants indicated
that about 80 percent had created
full-time jobs after the program.

Results froma follow-up survey
indicated 90 percent of participants
generated more positions, she said.

Ed Oxford of Sargent enrolled
in the Fast Trac program last
year and wrote a business plan for
his crafi business on profits and
losses and three- to five-year pro-
jections on cash flow to present to
his local bank.

“You take into account book-
keeping, taxes, EPA regulations,
what you need to change, what’s
‘making money,” he said.

The program also provided a
way for Oxford, who attended
courses in Broken Bow, to experi-
ment with the latest technology.

The availability of information
on the Internet impressed him,
Oxford said. His class spent three
hours navigating the information
superhighway at the University of
Nebraskaat Kearney library during
one of the sessions.

“I think what I was impressed
with most was being able to find
your market and availability of sup-
plies,” he said. “It was awesome to
me to know all that information is
there.

“I wish [ had taken something
like this before I started.”
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Speaker
to critique
U.S. media

By Kasey Kerber
Siaff Reporier

Cornelius Alexander, a press of-
ficer for New Scotland Yard in Lon-
don, will address the Necbraska
Wesleyan Forum on Friday.

His presentation, “An American
BBC? One English View on the News
Media,” will contrast the news media
of the United States with the United
Kingdom and the British Broadcast-
ing Corp. It may later air on Omaha
public radio station KIOS-FM (91.5).

“He’s going to discuss how our
media differ from theirs and talk a
little bit probably on the way our me-
dia get and expect more information
in many cases,” said Robert Oberst,
Wesleyan’s political science depart-
ment chairman.

Oberst met Alexander in Asia and
arranged for him to come to Nebraska
Wesleyan University.,

“When 1 first spoke fo him, one
thing that amazed him was the Okla-
homa City bombing coverage,” Oberst
said.

“Compared to the amount of news
coverage and exposure there would
be in Britain, it was phenomenal.”

Alexander also will look at the
British broadcasting system and con-
trast it with the American media.

“The BBC had a monopoly on the
mediauntilabout 20 yearsago,” Oberst
said. “Even now it continuesto be one
of the foremost news organizations in
the world.”

Oberst said onc reason the BBC
has a world-renowned reputation was
its commitment to presenting unbi-
ascd news.

“Stories very seldomly include a
showingof'sentiment,” he said. “They
just present the facts.”

Alexander will speak at 10 a.m. at
the Elder Memorial and Speech Cen-
ter. The forum is free and open to the
public.
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IsWC's on You

Wednesday Nights

‘Valentino's Pizza (3-11 pm)
for ONLY $1/SLICE

-Penny Pitcher Night!

First Pitcher $4.50, buy

the next for a pennyl!
(Cheapest deal in town!!

If not. it should be!
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Party Agenda?

1228 'P’'Street

W(CC's... THE PART Y PLACE FOR YOU!
WC's

Friday Nights

‘F.A.C. Specials (1:30-7:30)

500 Draws
$1.25 Drinks
31.25 Longnecks
$3.25 Pitchers

‘Valentino's Pizza (4:30-7:30)
for only $1/slice

477-4006
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Choose From Our Great Selection Of
Professional Hair Care Products

*Paul Mitchell
*Brocato
eGraham Webb
«Bio Silk

eBiolage
*Mont Source

(Men's Hair &
Shaving Products)

eRedken

eBack to Basics

701}1 & A Streets
ClOCl{ Fl‘ower

489-8352
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d This job may cause

VAR

Rapid pulse. Shortness of breath. What kind
of job could cause such symptoms? Working
at Ralston Resorts in Colorado will have a dra- /
matic effect on you. Whether you work at”
Keystone, Breckenridge or Arapahoe Basin,
from food service or lodging to our mountain
operations, you'll eam good money and
receive incredible benefits, including free
health insurance, bonus programs and a
401(k) plan. We'll even throw in a free ski pass
for eight mountains (thats 4,144 acres) of
world-class skiing. But the best part is, you'll
find the kind of after work fun that will make

BBQ, Grilled or Original - Grill open til 1:00am

Get the Blues for your Head,
and your Body.

Get a FREE Biker Blues
hat with the purchase of
two pairs of BIKER BLUES

Ralston Resorts
En«floymuat

your head spin. #
Jeans..... To find out more about our OPEN HOUSE & ”‘6‘"‘"“1‘0"
The Harley-Davidson of BIKER JoB FAR ON OCTOBER 14 & 15,2 vl Lise:
Blue jeans. B LUES standing benefits, call our Employment

Information Line. Ski us on the net at
hitp://www.ski-ralston.com/resorts

EOE/AA/Disabled

5#

SKI RESORT

(970) 468-4566
Try a pair today, offer ends soon!
Available only at

FRONTIER HARLEY-DAVIDSON
2801 North 27th

Lincoln, NE 68521
(402)466-9100 °

Hours:
Mon-Wed & Fri 9-6
Th 9-8, Sat 9-5




