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WEATHER:

Today - Mostly sunny.
Warmer. Southwest wind
10 -15 mph.

Tonight - Mostly clear.
Low in lower 30's.
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Remembering Martina
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McMenamin

- recalls days
with daughter

.

- home since Bernadette and John McMenamin

By Jeff Zeleny
Senior Heporfer

i Todayis Martina McMenamin’s 19th birth-
ay.

This year there is no cake to frost, no
candles to light and no birthday song to sing.

Instead, flowers will be placed on her grave
at Calvary Cemetery in Omaha.

“She was young and attractive, that’s one of
the reasons why she died.” her mother,
Bernadette McMenamin, said. “When she
walked in, people would notice.”

Martina McMenamin was stabbed to death
about one month before she started her sopho-
more year at the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln. Her roommate found her body July 25 in
a pool of blood in their south Lincoln apart-
ment.

Police have made no arrests in the slaying,

For nearly two months, Bernadette “B.J.”
McMenamin has been publicly silent about
her daughter's death. This week she spoke to
the Daily Nebraskan about Tina — her onl

child. . - AR St
The two were close, McMenamin said, more

like sidekicks than mother and daughter. They
lived alone together in their south Omaha

: separated when Tina was 3.

“I don’t think that children should be a
product of their parents,” McMenamin said.
“The goal is that you will eventually be friends
_ with your child. I think we had achieved that.”
McMenamin said Tina readily confided in
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new home. Bernadette McMenamin recalls when she took the pictures Martina said: “Oh mother, you and your camera.”

~ her. They discussed boyfriends, parties and

classes. Tina was unsure of her future, her

"mother said, but she wanted a caréer that

would pay well. .

“There were 5o many choices, sometimes it
was overwhelming,” McMenamin said. “She
was interested in English and creative writing,
but she knew that’s the way to starve to death.”

After graduating from Daniel J. Gross High
School in 1994, Tina became a general studies
maljor at UNL. She developed an interest in
politics, her mother said, but wanted to wait
until her second or third year to declare a
major.

“I didn’t say anything because she was so
enthusiastic,” McMenamin said. “She was lean-
ing into political science.”

Tina thrived on living away from home. She

& _worked out almost daily — “exeept when it
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- snowed” — at the Campus Recreation Center.
. She quickly became a Nebraska Cornhusker
- fanatic and attended nearly every football game
- during the national championship season.

Shedidn 't return to Omaha often, her mother

said, coming home mainly for dental and eye
appointments or to get her blue Plymouth
Hotizon repaired.

“She really enjoyed college and college
life,” McMenamin said. “The best thing she
liked about college, I’'m sorry to say, was Padre
Island.” ;

Last March, Tina and two friends embarked
on a spring break adventure in “that little
Plymouth Horizon,” her mother said. The drive
was long and annoying, her mother said. But
Til;% already was planning for Spring Break
1996. '

“She said, ‘Next year we're going to fly
down,”™ McMenamin recalled. ’

By this time, Tina and her roommate Sarah
were tiring of living in Smith Residence Hall.

The cafeteria food was wearing on her, The
noise was disrupting her. And she was ready to
decorate her own home.

“She didn’t want to live by school,” her
mother said. “She said, ‘All we want, Mom, is

an apartment that doesn’t smell bad.™

Sarah and Tina viewed the Chateau apart-
ments in- northeast Lincoln. But the two de-
cided to move into Amberwood Apartments,
4602 Briarpark Drive, Apt. 515, after finals
week.

“They were so excited about this apart-
ment,” McMenamin said. “It looked very big
because there wasn’t much stuff in there,”

The two women lived on the second floor.
They were busy with their restaurant jobs.
Tina worked at Godfather's, and Sarah at
Grisanti’s. Tina came back to Omaha only

three or four times all summer, her mother .

said.
When Tina began working, she would miss
her favorite television show, “The X-Files,”

on Friday evenings. Her mother would record ~
the weekly show for Tina and mail her the

video tape.
She only taped the show 10 times.

See MCMENAMIN on 3
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