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Phillips’ arrest generated a massive 
amount of national media attention. 
At least 40 reporters watched when 
Phillips entered an innocent plea at his 
arraignment last week. 

His court appearance Tuesday oc- 
curred at the same time Osborne was 

praising prosecutors at his weekly 
press conference for not filing charges 
against Benning. 

Lancaster County Attorney Gary 
Lacey said Tuesday that there was not 
enough evidence to press formal 
charges against Benning. 

“After a careful review of the evi- 
dence presented in this case, I have 
concluded there are insufficient 
grounds to believe that a crime was 
committed by Mr. Benning,” Lacey 
said in a statement. 

Benning spoke to reporters after 
the press conference. He said he was 

pleased, but not surprised that his Sept. 
9 arrest did not bring about formal 
charges. 

“I knew a lot of inaccuracies were 
out there. We weathered the storm. 

We knew the truth would come out,” 
Benning said Tuesday. “I’mjust glad 
to get back to what I love—football.” 

The Omaha junior was arrested on 

suspicion of misdemeanor third-de- 
gree assault. Police reports indicate 
Vonetta Bowden, a University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln sophomore, reported 
that she was assaulted by Benning 
when she went to his apartment to 

retrieve pictures. 
Benning said he had spoken briefl> 

to Bowden, his former girlfriend, since 
the incident. 

“She let me know that she would 
set the record straight,” Benning said. 

Bowden couldnot be reached Tues- 
day for comment. 

Osborne said he was thankful 
Benning’s name was cleared. 

“I was hoping it would have hap- 
pened last week,” Osborne said. “The 
problem is the legal system takes time. 
You folks (reporters) don’t take time. 
Once someone is charged, it’s nation- 
wide immediately.” 

Police arrested Benning while his 
teammates were in East Lansing, 
Mich., for the football game against 
Michigan State. A pulled hamstring 
kept Benning from traveling with the 
team. 

Benning said the 10 days since his 
arrest seemed like an eternity. 

“It was a deal that was blown way 
out of proportion,” Benning said. 

Benning’s father, Don, who is an 
assistant superintendent in the Omaha 
Public Schools, said he was relieved 
his son’s name was cleared. 

“On the other hand, we are out- 
raged by the chain of events in which 
a fine young man’s character and repu- 
tation have been damaged,” the elder 
Benning said in a statement Tuesday, 
“and far beyond the borders of his 
home state and his community. 

“The fact remains that the only 
information that millions of Ameri- 

cans will get in this matter is the first 
story following the incident.” 

.Lately, Osborne has spent more 
time during his weekly press confer- 
ences discussing crimes than touch- 
downs. 

Sims, a sophomore from Omaha 
who graduated from West Memphis, 
Ark., also has a pending legal case. He 
was cited in July on misdemeanor 
assault and vandalism charges. 

The charges stem from a July 3 
incident in which Sims and his former 
girlfriend, Sarah A. Price, had an ar- 

gument over his possessions. Sims 
said Price fell and cut her leg. A wit- 
ness called police, Sims said, but nei- 
ther Sims nor Price wanted to report 
the incident. 

Price missed a Sept. 7 court date. 
Sims said prosecutors then tried to 
talk him into pleading guilty to a lesser 
charge. 

“I said, ‘No, I don’t want to plead 
guilty to disturbing the peace,”’ Sims 
said. “Because I didn’t do anything.” 

Osborne said he talked with Sims 
Monday evening. The coach said he 
was convinced of his player’s inno- 
cence. 

“What I’m interested in is not what 
plays out in court, but what really 
happens,” Osborne said. 

In addition to the tailbacks’ legal 
cases, NU wingback Riley Washing- 
ton is awaiting trial on an attempted 
second-degree murder charge. Hisjury 
trial is scheduled for the week of Oct. 
23. 
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Take the Syracuse Advantage! 
Internships 

Extensive Professional 
& Liberal Arts Courses 

EUROPE • AFRICA • ASIA 

Scholarships & Grants 

Division of International Programs Abroad 

Syracuse University, 119a Euclid Avenue 

Syracuse, NY 13244-4170 

1-800-235-3472 • DiPA@suadmin.syr.edu 

University of Wisconsin-PIatteville 
1 

"If you have built castles in the air, 
your work need not be lost. 
That is where they should be. 
Now put the foundations under them." 

—Henry David Thoreau 

Learn Your Way Around The World 
• Study abroad in Seville, Spain, or London, England, 

for a summer, for a semester or for a full academic year 
• Courses in liberal arts and international business 
• Fluency in a foreign language Efll required 
• Home-stays with meals 
• Field trips 
• Financial aid applies (except for summer session) 

Program Costs: 
• For tuition, room, board and field trips 

• In Seville, Spain 
$5,225 (fall or spring) for Wisconsin residents 
$5,475 (fall or spring) for non-residents 

• In London, England 
$4395 (fall), $4,635 (spring) for Wisconsin residents 
$4,645 (fall), $4,885 (spring) for non-residents 

Application deadlines: 
• April 1 for summer session 
• April 30 for fall semester 
• October 15 (Seville), November 15 (London) for spring semester 

For a program description and an application, call toll free: 

1-800-342-1725 

Friends don’t let friends 
study abroad alone. 

Join a group of fellow Nebraska students for 
an international adventure. We make it easy 
for you to experience another culture with a 

group from home. Don't let them go without you. 
International Affairs Center 1237 R Street 472-5358 

e-mail:iaff airs@unlinfo.edu 

Get a Global Attitude...Study Abroad 

INTERNATIONAL 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

University of Oslo 
Oslo, Norway 
50th Session 

A 

June 22 August 2, 1996 

Undergraduate Courses: 
Norwegian Language 

Literature • History • Art 
Folklore • Political Science 

Culture & Society 
International Relations 

Economics and Planning 
Graduate Courses: 
Special Education 
Peace Research 

Media & Communications 
International Development 

Medical Care & Public Health 
Energy Planning 

and the Environment 

Fees, board, and room:. 

$2400 to $2650 (US dollars) 

For info: Oslo Summer School 
c/o St. Olaf College 

Northfield, MN 55057 USA 

(800) 639-0058 
e-mail: iss@stolaf.edu 

THE FRIENDS WORLD PROGRAM 
■ Study in Costa Rica, India, China, England, Israel, 

Japan or Kenya. 
■ Be part of a Learning Community of students and 

faculty dedicated to global and socially responsible 
education. 

■ Earn Transfer credit or an accredited Bachelor's degree. 
■ Immerse yourself in local culture through homestays, 

fieldtrips, language training, and independent study 
■ Design your own studies. Among the possibilities are 

environmental studies, conflict resolution, education, 
music, creative arts, womens studies, alternative 
medicine and healing, anthropology and comparative 
religion. 

■ Friends World Program Admissions 
Long Island University 
Southampton College 
239 Montauk Highway 
Southampton, NY 11968-4198 
Phone: (516) 287-8466 Fax: (516) 287-8463 

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY 


