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Residents in rural communities are trying to 
keep up with their urban counterparts by using 
the latest in telecommunications technology, a 
recent study shows. 

John Allen, an assistant professor of rural 
sociology, directed the 11-year joint study with 
North Dakota State University. The study, which 
was completed this summer, determined how 
often rural residents use telecommunications 
technology and whether the technology will 
create or eliminate jobs in rural communities. 
Allen said he and other scientists conducted 
interviews with members of 20 communities in 
six states, including Nebraska, Iowa, North 
Dakota, Kansas, South Dakota and Minnesota. 

Nebraska towns included in the survey were 

Aurora, Blair, Broken Bow, Gordon, Red Cloud 
and Sidney. 

Communities ranged in population from 
718 to 6,500, and were selected because of their 
geographic locationsand diverse economic bases 
and cultural backgrounds. 

Scientists also used surveys and newspaper 
clippings to collect data, Allen said. 

Allen, who received a small grant to conduct 
the study, said the results indicated rural resi- 
dents used telecommunications technology as 
much or more than urban- residents. 

According to the study, 69 percent of respon- 
dents regularly use fax machines. More than 75 
percent of respondents said they believed tele- 
communications were important for delivering 
educational and medical services. 

The study showed that 64 percent of respon- 
dents saw telecommunications as important or 
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very important for future economic growth in 
their communities, he said. 

Allen said the study also showed that mem- 
bers of rural communities would like to have 
universal access to telecommunications tech- 
nology, including the information superhigh- 
way. 

Some of the residents’, main concerns in- 
clude the cost of obtaining that technology and 
how it will be maintained, Allen said. To keep 
costs down, he said, communities must find 
enough people who are willing to use the latest 
technology, such as the Internet. 

“If we can’t figure out how to aggregate 
demand for it, no one will be able to figure it 
out,” he said. 

Allen said he learned that rural residents 
believe they need educational and training pro- 
grams to learn how to use the technology. They 
also want incentive programs, he said, to create 
community “bulletin boards” that will link 
residents who use telecommunications services 
and other isolated communities. 

“This technology allows anyone to live any- 
where,” he said. “(It) provides one way of 
keeping populations spread out and could help 
slow urbanization.” 

One study result that Allen said surprised 
him was that small business owners said they 
wanted the government to take the lead in 
making universal access to the information 
superhighway available to rural communities. 

Usually, he said, private business owners do 
not want the government to intervene in their 
matters. 

Allen said he also was amazed that technol- 
ogy did not eliminate jobs in rural communi- 
ties. 

I 

There are no smal 
victories in the fight 

against heart disease. 

American Heart |0|5 
Association i|Jf 

i 

IMud in your eyes 

Tanna Kinnaman/DN 

Co-ed mud volleyball offers dirty challenges for Katy Wolf Wednesday, « 

Wolf is a freshman business administration major. 

Security 
systems. 

Whether you’re walking across campus, driving home for the weekend, 
or just want to call out for a pizza, cellular phones give you the 
security and convenience of instant communication. Come buy 

one during our Back-to-Schoo! Sale and save BIG. 

Motorola TeteTAC 200 

$39' 
Motorola Attache j 

$39* 
Lincoln Telephone 

* Sale ends Saturday, September 9,1995. 
Some restrictions apply. # 

TAKING THE LEA P I N PERSONAL COMMUNICATION S5* 

Cotner & O Street • 48th A Old Cheney 
— 436-5050 • Monday-Friday, 7:30 am 6:00 pm, Saturday, 10:00 am 2:00 pm 

Interconnected with First Cellular Omaha, Nebraska Cellular and Cellular 29 Plus 

US 

| Don’t be caught 
| dreaming, 
| get Sandman & all 
I your other comics, 
Igames & animation at 

II COMIC WiRLDI 
HOE AGES Tournament 

Saturday Sept 9, 
12 Noon, at the store. 

Single Elimination, $ 2 

Entry Fee, Prizes! 
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233 N. 48 th 
Suite Q 

between the 

Target & 

Super Saver. 
466-6066 


