
Storms end 
dry spell 
in prairies 

(AP)—Recent thunderstorms have 
brought welcomed moisture to the 
parched prairies of western and north- 
central Nebraska. 

Some of those storms also brought 
lightning that turned thousands of 
acres of grassland into fast-moving 
infernos. 

State Fire Marshal Mike Durst said 
a wet spring had led to increased 
undergrowth on the Nebraska plains. 
And during the hot, dry summer, that 
extra growth became parched and 
hazardous. 

“We have more to bum than in a 
normal year,” Durst said from his 
Lincoln office. 

The Nebraska Weather Service re- 

ported its grassland fire danger index 
remained in the very high category 
across much of north-central Nebraska 
on Wednesday. The hot, dry condi- 
tions should end with the arrival of a 
second cold front expected to begin 
pushing its way across the state early 
Thursday. 

But in many areas, the damage has 
already been done. 

The most recent range fire occurred 
Tuesday morning when a fire caused 
by lightning swept across about 3,00Q 
acres north of Hershey and North 
Platte. 

Hershey Fire Chief Mark Tobiasson 
said the grass fire apparently began 
between 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. in diy, 
deserted grazing land about 12 miles 
north and two miles east of Hershey. 

About 50 firefighters from Hershey 
and surrounding communities joined 
ranchers in battling the blaze, 
Tobiasson said. 

“The winds kept changing on us,” 
he said. “You’d think you were catch- 
ing it one way, and then it’d take off in 
a different direction.” 

The fire burned an area about five 
miles wide and 12 miles long before 
another thunderstorm brought brief, 
heavy rains that helped control the 
fire, he said. 

It was the second substantial range 
fire caused by lightning in the region 
in less than a week. Another fire burned 
several thousand acres along the south 
shores of Lake McConaughy about 55 
miles west of North Platte on Thurs- 
day. 

Some saturating rains would ease 
the problem. A storm systemthat swept 
across* the state Tuesday night did 
provide some relief. O’Neill received 
the highest recorded rainfall of 1.45 
inches in the 24-hour period ending at 
7 a.m. CDT Wednesday, the weather 
service reported. 

The cold front should leave- 
Thursday’s highs in the mid-60s in 
the north to around 7Q in the south. 
The cool weather and chance for rain 
remains in the forecast throughout the 
weekend. 

If you have' not yet enrolled 
in the student insurance program 
offered by UNL, and wish to do 
so, you must apply before Sept. 
21,1995. Your coverage begins 
with the date payment is received. 

International students are be- 
ing automatically billed on your tu- 
ition statements, your coverage 
began 8/7/95 and ends 1/7/96. If 

you have private insurance, you 
may be able to waive this auto- 
matic billing by showing proof of 

adequate coverage to the student 
insurance representative 

Brochures and enrollment 

apps. are available at the Uni- 

versity Health Center, student in- 
formation areas at the Student 
Union or by mail. 

For more information, please 
call our-24-hour info, line at 472- 
7437. 

Officer’s family sets up memorial fund 
OMAHA (AP) — A memorial 

fund for police safety is being es- 
tablished by the family of slain 
Police Officer James Wilson Jr. 

The James B. Wilscin “He 
Touched Us Last” Memorial Foun- 
dation will use the money raised for 
safety projects that are yet to be 
determined, said attorney Lawrence 
Batt, who is counsel for the family. 

Possibilities discussed at a 

Wednesday news conference in- 
cluded video cameras for police 

cars and money for bullet- proof 
vests. 

Wilson was shot in the head and 
killed Aug. 20 after stopping a van 

he suspected was stolen. Seven 
people have been charged in the 
shooting. 

Tax-Deductible contributions to 
the fund fcan be donated through 
the Omaha Police Federal Credit 
Union. 

Wilson’s parents, James Wilson 
Sr. and Barbara, were named as the 
initial directors of the fund. 

Hank’s spirited performance 
impressed real-life astronaut 

OMAHA (AP) — Former astro- 
naut Jim Lovell was hoping Kevin 
Costner would play him in the movie 
“Apollo 13.” 

But Tom Hanks turned out to be a 
stellar alternative-. 

Lovell was on the ill-fated 1970 
space flight to the moon and has writ- 
ten a book about it titled “Lost Moon.” 
He spoke at the University of Ne- 
braska at Omaha on Wednesday about 
the adventure, as well as “Apollo 13.” 

Lovell said Ron Howard, the direc- 
tor of “Apollo 13,” had asked him 
who should play him in the movie. 
_ 

Lovell said he suggested that 
Costner would be good for the part, 
but the actor was tied up with his 
“Waterworld” production and the role 
went to Hanks. 

As it turned out, the two ended up 
having something in common. When 
they were children, both had built 
model rockets and dreamed of space 
flight, Lovell said. * 

“Tom Hanks is a closet astronaut,” 
Lovell said. “You could not ask for a 

better leading man. 
“He was enthusiastic and eager to 

learn.” 
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The Big Red Department is looking for 

energetic, self starting &. ambitious individuals. 

13th & Q Street • 476-0111 

Monday Saturday 9a 6p 
Sunday Noon 5p • Thursday until 8p 

Day, evening & weekend hours available. 

Applications will bo accepted through Friday, September 15. 

Please specify ‘Big Red Department’ on application. 
Business Office • Lower Level • No Rhone Calls Please 
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Get No 
Service Charge 
Checking And 
A FREE Gift 
From FirsTier! 

Get a terrific FREE gift-when you open any 
personal checking account at FirsTier. We 
have seven smart checking plans to meet 

your needs, including our popular No 
Service Charge Personal Checking. 
Account. Keep a low $100 minimum 
balance, and there are: 

• No monthly service fees 
• No per check charges 
• No limit on the number of checks 

you write! 

And for 24-hour access to your money, 
every FirsTier checking account comes 

with a FirsTier Teller ATM card. With 

FirsTier Account Line, you can do your 
banking from any phone/seven days a 

week, and your satisfaction is guaranteed 
in writing. 

FirsTier Student VISA8 Card 
A credit card with no annual fee. Plus 
with approved credit, you'll receive a 

minimum $500 line of Credit. 

FirsTier Student Loans 
We have federally subsidized and 

unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans and 

Federal Parent Loans for Students (PLUS). 
For details, call (800) 735-6799. 

Unwrap a better checking 
account! See FirsTier Today! 
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