
Federal judge Strom to retire 
OMAHA (AP) — U.S. District 

Judge Lyle Strom, who drew attention 
for criticizing federal sentencing 
guidelines on crack cocaine, an- 
nounced Tuesday that he was retiring 
from regular active service on the fed- 
eral bench. 

Ina letter to President Bill Clinton, 
the 70-year-old judge said he intended 
to work for the court as a senior judge 
after his retirement Nov. 2. 

Lyle was out of town Tuesday and 
unavailable for comment, said his sec- 

retary, Jean Roeder. She said the judge 
was not expected back in his Omaha 
office until Sept. 6. 

“He’s not goinganywhere,” Roeder 
said. “He’s just taking senior status.” 

Chief Judge William G. Cambridge 
said the move would enable Strom to 

reduce his caseload ifhe wished. Cam- 
bridge said he did not expect Strom to 
do that until his successor was named. 

Senior Judge Warren Urbom in 
Lincoln carried a full caseload for 
about three years until his successor 
was named, Cambridge said. 

“Knowing Judge Strom, he’ll prob- 
ably do the same,” Cambridge said. 

Strom was appointed to the U.S. 
District Court in Omaha on Nov. 1, 
1985. 

He drew attention in 1993 when he 
ruled that federal sentencing guide- 
lines for crack cocaine discriminated 
against blacks because the crack sen- 
tences were harsher than those for 
powder cocaine. 

Strom said the guidelines were un- 
fair because blacks were more likely 

to be involved in crack cocaine of- 
fenses, while whites were more likely 
to deal in powder cocaine. He de- 
parted from the sentencing guidelines 
in the 1993 case that later was over- 
turned by the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

The U.S. Sentencing Commission 
has recommended equalizingthe pen- 
alties for the two drugs. 

Strom’s retirement will leave Ne- 
braska with three active judges and 
two senior judges. Urbom in Lincoln 
became a senior j udge in January 1991. 

Strom served as chief judge in 
Nebraska from November 1987 to 
November 1994. He was president of 
the Nebraska Bar Association in 1989- 
90. 

Judge orders voting districts redrawn 
OMAHA (AP)—A federal judge 

ordered Tuesday that new voting dis- 
tricts be drawn in Thurston County 
because voting strength of American 
Indians in the area has been diluted. 

But U.S. District Judge Lyle Strom 
deniedasimilar request fomew Walthill 
village- and school board districts. 

The lawsuit was filed by the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union and the Le- 

gal Aid Society of Walthill in 1993 on 
behalf of Indians in the county, lo- 
cated iti northeast Nebraska. 

ACLU attorneys contended that at- 
large elections for the Walthill school 
board, village board, and the county 
board violated the federal Voting 
Rights Act and the U.S. Constitution. 

Strom ruled new County Board 
districts'should be drawn, providing 

for three single-member districts that 
include an Indian majority. 

As for the school board and village 
board, Strom ruled there was no way 
to draw Indian-majority districts that 
were not irregular in shape. Strom 
also ruled there was no evidence to 
suggest discriminatory practices 
played a part in the current district 
configuration. 

Suicide attempt roiled 

by officers’ midair grab 
From Staff Reports_ 

It was high drama high above the 
ground Tuesday night when two Lin- 
coln police officers saved a man who 
j umped off the V eterans Administra- 
tion Hospital. 

Officers Chris Peterson and 
Darren Johnson were called about 7 
p.m. to the roof of the hospital at 600' 
S. 70th St., where a 35-year-old pa- 
tient was sitting on a one-foot ledge. 

Lincoln Police Lt. Kent 
Woodhead gave the following ac- 
count of the rescue: 

Working about 50 feet above the 
ground, the officers tried for about 
15 minutes to coax the man down 

from the ledge. 
The man then became agitated and 

decided to jump from the building. 
While the man was in the air, 

Peterson grabbed the man’s wrist, 
and Johnson grabbed his sleeve. The 
man began to flail in an attempt to 
free himself from the officers’ grasp. 

The man’s sleeve ripped, and his 
wrist began to slip out of Peterson’s 
hand. Peterson then grabbed his hand- 
cuffs, slapped onecuffaround theman’s 
wrist and the other cuff around a cable. 
Three other officers then assisted in 
pulling the man onto the roof. 

“Thanks to the presence of mind 
of this officer, this man is alive,” 
Woodhead said. 

The Watering Hole 
"Home of Lincoln’s Best Buffalo Wings” 1321 'O' Street 

Wednesday Specials 
1/2 Price Lincoln‘s Best Beffele Wings 

4pm-7pm 
*1.25 Cheesebesget & Fries 

9pm-12om 
Fan caravan 

sports petitions 
From Staff Reports 

If you see barricades put up in front 
of the South Stadium athletic office 
today, you’ll know why. 

The Save Herbie Foundation is 
bringing a caravan of fervent Herbie 
Husker fans from Omaha to present 
petitions containing more than 2,000 
signatures to University of Nebraska 
Athletic Director Bill Byrne. The pre- 
sentation will be at 2:30 p.m. 

Fans are rallying around Herbie 
following a decision by the University 
of Nebraska Athletic Department to 
choose a new mascot for the 
Comhuskers. 

Home of the A 
Mix-in! 

Homemade Ice Cream if/ 
Gourmet Flavors \ 
Gourmet Waffle Cones * 

Low Fat Frozen Yogurt 
Over 25 Mix-in Ingredients 

16th BQNsxtto Boston Markst 

If you have not yet enrolled 
in the student insurance program 
offered by UNL, and wish to do 
so, you must apply before Sept. 
21, 1995. Your coverage begins 
with the date payment is received. 

International students are be- 

ing automatically billed on your tu- 

ition statements, your coverage 
began 8/7/95 and ends 1/7/96. If 
you have private insurance, you 
may be able to waive this: auto- 
matic billing by showing proof of 
adequate coverage to the student 
insurance representative. 

Brochures and enrollment 

apps. are available at the Uni- 

versity Health Center, student in- 
formation areas at the Student 
Union or by mail. 

For more information, please 
call our 24-hour info, line at 472- 
7437. 

Get No 
Service Charge 
Checking And 
A FREE Gift 
From FirsTier! 

Get a terrific FREE gift when you open any 
personal checking account at FirsTier. We 
have seven smart checking plans to meet 

your needs, including our popular No 

Service’Charge Personal Checking 
Account. Keep a low $100 minimum 
balance, and there are: 

• No monthly service fees 
• No per check charges 
• No limit on the number of checks 

you write! 

And for 24-hour access to your money, 
every FirsTier checking account comes 

with a FirsTier Teller ATM card. With 
FirsTier Account Line, you can do your 
banking from any phone, seven days a 

week, and your satisfaction is guaranteed 
in writing. 

FirsTier Student VISA* Card 
A credit card with no annual fee. Plus 
with approved credit, you'll receive a 

minimum $500 line of credit. 

FirsTier Student Loans 
We have federally subsidized and 
unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans and 
Federal Parent Loans for Students (PLUS) 
For details, call (800) 735-6799. 

Unwrap a better checking 
account! See FirsTier Today! 

# FirsTier. 
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