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Home is where
the lounge is

Women cope with
makeshift rooms

By Paula Lavigne
Senior Reporter

When the residents of Abel Hall
room 253 wakeup in the middle of the
night, it could be the middle of the
morning.

They wouldn’t know. They don’t
have a window.

For Leigh Ramert, a freshman me-
chanical engineering major, her make-
shift room is “like a dungeon.”

Ramert and her three roommates
are among 115 students living in
lounges, which have been converted
into makeshift rooms.

With increasing freshman enroll-
ment and the higher number of return-
ing upperclassmen, last year’s over-
crowdedresidence hallsjust got worse.

Clothes hang from rolling laundry
bars — makeshift closets. A bed sits
on each level opposite the bunk beds
onthe other side of the lounge. Posters
and photos decorate the walls in an

“arempl’ to- make (he Toom look

“homey

Thcy have few electrical sockets,
one telephone jack, no windows, no
lamp, no mailbox, no mirrors, no per-
manent furniture and no thermostat.

And all the girls agree, “It’scold.”

Kelley Sittner, a freshman history
education major, said they even had
taken on a name.

“People refer to us as the lounge-

girls,” she said, “or the lounge rats.”
Sittner’sroommate, Shana Randof,
a freshman physical therapy major,
said she wasunsure whether she should
unpack her belongings. Her mother
had to take back several items she
didn’t have room for, she said.

Though the overcrowding may in-
convenience some students, Housing
Director Doug Zatechka said the situ-
ation was a positive sign.

“Ithelpshold down costs,” he said.
“The more full the whole system re-
mains, the less the cost of room and
board increases.”

Zatechka said he knew of schools
that closed down halls because of
underassignment, and the remainin
students had to foot the bills throu
their own room and board fees.

Room and board fees are an issue
that some lounge residents would like
to take up with university housing,

Julie Haverman, a freshman gen-

 eral studiesmajor, said her fees should

be lowered if she has to stay in her
temporary lounge much longer.

She and her roommates don’t get
all the conveniences other residents
have, she said, so they shouldn’t be
charged for them.

ey had to bring dressers, mir-
rors, lamps, a pantry and other fur-
nishings from home, she said, and
they had to adapt to the limited ser-
vices.

Hcr roommate, Cari Newcomb, a

erBLstudJ.ssmaJor demn " -
mstraledgn

holding a long strand of
extension cord above her head.

“Lots of extension cord,” she said,
smiling.

The residents also have to work
around each other’s schedule,
Newcomb said. The!oungeshaveone
light switch that controls the room’s
overhead lights, so when one gets up,
they all get up.

Their other roommate, Laurie
Prince, a freshman social work major,
said they were mad when they found
out about their situation, but lounge
living had its advantages.

Some of the students like the free
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Fraternity faces suit
over 1993 accident

John Fulwider

A lawsuit filed by a former Delta
Upsilon Fraternity president
the fraternity has come at a time,

said the Lincoln chapter’s current

president.
“It wasright inthe middle of rush,”
said Delta Upsilon President Bret

Bailey, “and rush is very important to
2 . ° a house’s survival.”
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vise the construction, in failing to pre-
vent the construction companies from
placing the drywall in front of
Lindvall’s door and in failing to warn
Lindvall of the danger posed by the
drywall.

Batleysmdthesmtsurpnsedm
ﬁatermty members. But he said it
didn’t surprise him.-

“When somelhmg like this hap-
pens,” he said, “more than l:kety
there’s going to 'be a lawsuit.”

Delta Upsilon and the fraternity’s
alumni association answered
Lindvall’s int in a court docu-
ment filed Jul 10. The document
stated that 1 was ible

hadmtheenset.OMmdhedxd
not expect one to be set this year.

The suit stated that Lindvall in-
curred more than $125,000 in medical
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