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Early NU loss 
could produce 
crucial victory 

Last year the Nebraska football 
team was asked the same question 
over and over: “Can you rebound from 
a heartbreaking loss in last season’s 
final game and win a national champi- 
onship?” 

The Comhuskers answered with a 

resounding yes and won an Orange 
Bowl thriller. 

Now it’s time to ask another Ne- 
braska team the same question. 

Can the Nebraska volleyball team 
bounce back from a loss to Penn State 
and contend for the national title? 

The IJuskers rolled through the reg- 
ular season undefeated with 31 wins 
and hosted Penn State in the NCAA 
Mideast Regional final. 

But the wheels fell off the Nebraska 
steamroller and the sign thatread “Aus- 
tin or bust” went up in flames. No trip 
to Austin, Texas. No NCAA Final 
Four. It wasn’t a national champion- 
ship game, but the pain was similar for 
some Nebraska fans. 

The feeling lingers like a post-bowl 
game hangover. 

But the Nebraska volleyball team 
doesn’t have to wait the entire season 
for vindication. The Huskers get a 
chance to extinguish the fires of pain in 
the season opener. 

Nebraska plays Penn State Aug. 25 
and payback will be on the minds of 
many, including Nebraska senior out- 
side hitter Allison Weston. 

“It will be nice to play Penn State 
right away,” Weston said. “I wouldn’t 
say it’s revenge, but it will be nice to 
beat them.” 

The next opponent for the Huskers 
could be the No. 1 Stanford Cardinal, 
which could be a measuring stick to 
see if the Huskers can win their first 
title. 

But only if Nebraska loses. 
Beating the No. 1 team in the sec- 

ond game of the season would be great, 
but it would be Aug. 26. 

If the two teams were to meet again, 
say Dec. 16 for the NCAA title, the 
team that lost in August would be 
looking for revenge. 

The football team learned a lot 
from its loss to Florida State in 1994. 
We’ll see if the volleyball team learns 
the same lessons. 

Nothing really matters in volley- 
ball until Nov. 29 when the NCAA 
Tournament begins. A record of 25-3 
would be better than being unbeaten 
for die Huskers. 

The Huskers wouldNhave no pres- 
sure, no problems with overconfidence 
and no delusions of being unbeatable. 
The pressure of the 31-game winning 
streak wore the Huskers down mental- 
ly last season. 

Coach Terry Pettit knew Nebraska 
wasn’t deep enough to win die title. He 
was right 

Pettit knew best 
In his own subtle way he kept re- 

minding everybody, but nobody want- 
ed to listen. 

Pettit also knows that losing is a 

great way to learn, and the Penn State 
loss may have been the best thing for 
this year’s Nebraska volleyball team. 

He knows that losing may be infre- 
quent this year, but those few losses 
could be helpfiil. 

After all, there is no shame in losing 
a couple of matches. 

Lose in the regular season and get it 
out of die way, instead of waiting until 
die last match. 

Losing will be good. And losing on 
a hot August night would be much 
better than on a cold night in Decem- 
ber in Springfield, Mass. 

Parks is a a senior news-editorial major 
and a Daily Nebraskan senior reporter and 

columnist. 

STUFF YOU 
GOTTA HAVE 

HUSKER WATER 
Catch the wave with Husker 

water • .5, 1 & 1.5 liter sizes • 

Easy use plastic squirt bottle 
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Thes-e, is a dli^eren&e,, 

13th & Q Street • 476-0111 

BACK TO SCHOOL HOURS AUGUST 14-18 & 21-25 
MONDAY • FRIDAY 8:00 am 9:00 pm 

LEARN TO SCUBA DIVE!!! 
AND EARN COLLEGE CREDIT WHILE DOING IT! 

t 

> -Flexible schedules 
-Student equipment rates 

-Can be done In as little as 2 weeks 

Call Midcoast Scuba Center 
5 6 1 6 S. 48 th. Street 
420-2905 

Eric Wright X. 
Scuba Instructor^^ 

Complete your 
Bachelor of Science 
Degree in about a 

Year! j 
Bellevue University offers more accelerated 
majors than any other area university or 

college. If you are currently employed and 
have 60 credit hours or an Associate 
Degree, you may qualify for the accelerated 
Bachelor of Science program. Choose from 
today’s most desirable, career-oriented 
majors: ^ 

* 

Business Administration of Technical Services 
Marketing Management 
Administration of Social Services 
Management 
Classes Start Soon. Call Today. 

PHONE: 293-2030 in Omaha or 1-800-756-7920 
FAX: (402)293-2020 

INTERNET: 6ellevue_U@scholars.bellevue.edu 
Galvin Road at Harvcll Drive in Bellevue 
Classes also offered in West Omaha at 

120th & West Center Road. 

Why pay for classes you don’t need? 

Start on Your 
MBA Today at 

Bellevue University. 
Bellevue University has eliminated the 
burdensome prerequisites that most MBA 
programs require. A leader in serving the 
educational needs of adult students, we 

know adults bring valuable work experience 
to the classroom-experience that can 

enhance what you learn in your MBA 
program. You start on your degree sooner, 
so you can finish it sooner. 

Classes Start Soon. Call Today. 

Write Your Own Success Story 
PHONE: 293-3702 in Omaha or 1-800-756-7920 

FAX: (402) 293-2020 
INTERNET: BeUevue_U@scholars.bdlevue.edu 

Galvin Road at Harvell Drive in BeUevue 


