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Youngsters do more than PL.A.Y. at summer camp

By eeme

Each morning, upto 36 elementary-age chil-
dren head to the F Street Recreation Center for
a day full of fun and games.

The children arc taking part in the P.L.A.Y.
(Positive Learning Activities for Youth) pro-
gram,

The program runs each weekday from June
12 to August 11 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

“Our camp targets children with special
needs,” Kevin Chavez, F Street Recreation su-
pervisor, said.

“Some of these chlldren would not function
well at regular day camps.”

Theidea forthe day camp emerged at Everett

It's HOT out there!

Elementary School. University of Nebraska-
Lincoln students Erica Schroeder-Seip and
Chavez were practicum teaching there during
the 1994-95 school year. They approached spe-
cial needs teacher Jeannine Van Laningham
with the idea for a special needs summer camp.
With a little help from Lincoln Parks and
Recreation and the Lincoln-Lancaster Health
Department,the P.L.A.Y. programwas formed.
Theday campis free for the children because
many of themcannot afford toattend traditional
camps.
The three paid staff members and several
volunteersteach the children how to be produc-
tive in the community. The children learn to
work together in a community-oriented envi-
ronment.
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“Without the suppbrt we give
the children, they wouldn’t be
able to make it through many

social situations.”
=
KEVIN CHAVEZ

- F Street Recreation Supervisor

“Our goals are socially oriented,” Chavez
said. “Without the support we give the children,
they wouldn’t be able to make it through many
social situations.”

A typical day atthe P.L.A.Y. camp begins at
9 a.m. with an opening game or activity. Then,
throughout the morning the children go through
various learning centers. The centers focus on
reading, writing, art and music. Other moring
activities include singing songs and playing
outdoor games.

The main goal of the centers is to get the
children to express themselves, Chavez said.

Afier lunch, the children usually go on field
trips for the remainder of the day Fleld trips
include going to movies, the children’s mu-
seum, the zoo and swimming.

Also, thechildren are involved in the Everett
Elementary School reading program. In return
for the use of the library, the children often help
clean up the area around the school.
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