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Dead right
Doctors should focus on life, not death

Over the last several years, one of the most debated issues in this
country has been the right to die.

This broad topic covers issues ranging from euthanasia to living
wills to suicide.

Perhaps the hottest argument has dealt with doctor-assisted suicide,
which has made Dr. Jack Kevorkian a household name.

The retired pathologist has aided or witnessed 21 suicides since
1990. He is the poster boy for those who clamor for the right to have
a doctor present when they kill themselves.

The state of Michigan has tried to prosecute the so-called Dr. Death
for breaking the state’s law banning doctor-assisted suicide, but has
run into courtchallenges. Kevorkian repeatedly and openly defied the
law, in effect thumbing his nose at Michigan officials.

But Monday, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the state of
Michigan can prosecute Kevorkian, and that there is no constitutional
right to suicide.

Let’s go forward quickly with this prosecution. The law of the land
has been set out, and correctly. _

Doctors, even retired ones, have no business having anything to do
with suicide. Period.

We turn to our physicians to save life, not destroy it. When we
include suicide in the job of doctor, it will be the beginning of the end
of our country, or our world, as a civilized one. :

Kevorkian has made itclearthatno law will keep him from assisting
in suicides. But perhaps the concrete and steel of a prison will.
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One of the great ideas that
Graham Spanier implemented was
the idea of multicultural education.
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college?
Complaints about foreign-
language requirements are particu-
larly disturbing, for they illustrate
the conceit that runs rampant in our
society. It is time to accept the fact
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