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the cost of attending UNL grew slightly 
slower than the average rate of other 
public, four-year universities. 

From 1980-81 to 1989-90, the cost 
to attend UNL for a resident under- 
graduate rose 69.9 percent — going 
from $2,495 in 1980-81 to $4,540 in 
1989-90. 

The cost to attend for a non-resi- 
dent student grew at a much faster 
rate; at 77.8 percent — going from 
$3,860 in 1980-81 to $6,865 in 1989- 
90. 

The cost of attending UNL j umped 
an average of 31.8 percent from 1989- 
90 to 1994-95. For residents, costs 
went from $4,540 to $5,560, a 31 
percent increase; for non-residents, 
costs went from $7,300 to $9,100, a 
32.6 percent increase. 

*** 

When Regent Chuck Hassebrook 
ofW althi 11 graduated from high school 
in 1973, it was possible for him to 
attend UNL, graduate in four years 
and take on only $1,000 in debt. 

But not anymore, Hassebrook said. 
Today, according to Hassebrook’s 

research, students and their families 
have to work 40 percent harder to pay 
for tuition. 

Hassebrook said tuition and fee 
increases had been far outpacing in- 
flation, while wages and salaries in 
Nebraska had remained flat. 

Nebraskans now pay 10.84 percent 
of their income to cover the costs ol 
tuition and fees, he said. 

Add room and board to those costs 
and that figure jumps to nearly 2C 
percent of the median family income 

“We just can’t keep this up for- 
ever,” Hassebrook said. “We’re go 
ing to price normal people out of the 
university.” 

When debate began on establish 
ing a land-grant institution in Ne 
braska, Hassebrook said, the inten 
was clear: Nebraskans wanted a com 
mon person’s institution. 

“The land-grant system was basec 
(Hi the radical notion that education be 
accessible to everyone,” he said. 

The problem has the possibility ol 

The average cost of obtaining a degree at UNl>as risen 122 
percent since 1980 for residents, 136 percent for non-resident! 
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widening the gap between the rich and 
poor and eliminating the middle class. 

In Hassebrook’s research, wage- 
to-cost figures were compared to other 
Big Eight and peer institutions using 
1994-95 tuition and fees numbers. 

Among the peer groups, UNL fin- 
ished in the middle of the pack, with 
Missouri, Minnesota, Ohio, Purdue 
and Illinois students and families us- 

ing a larger percentage of their in- 
comes to pay for school. 

“That doesn’t mean students are 

underpaying at this institution,” 
Hassebrook said. 

In Big Eight schools, UNL had the 
second-highest percentage of wages 
used for school expenses. Kansas had 
the lowest percentage, using only 8.47 
percent of wages. 

I “We’re in the same boat as other 
higher education institutions, and it’s 
a boat in danger of capsizing,” 
Hassebrook said. 

*** 

Aside from rising tuition costs and 
stagnant wage growth, students face 
still another problem—shrinking fed- 
eral aid for education. 

Beacon said the interest subsidy on 
all federal loans would be eliminated 

if legislation now on Capitol Hill 
passed. 

With students being forced to pay 
interest on federal loans, the cost of 
education would jump substantially 
— as much as 50 percent in some 
cases, he said. 

And loans aren’t the only federal 
aid in jeopardy. Grants and the federal 
work study program all face elimina- 
tion, Beacbn said. 

In the current work-study system, 
the federal government pays 80 per- 
cent of students’ wages, and the uni- 
versity picks up the other 20 percent. 
Beacon said if the federal government 
cut off that 80 percent, the university 
would be forced to make large cuts in 
the number of work-study jobs. 

Also, available grant money is 
harder to get, Beacon said. Because of 
changes in who is eligible few the loans, 
more people are competing for money, 
he said. 

One problem is that the federal 
government neglected to put more 

money for grants into the system. Bea- 
con said. 

Beacon said Congress was making 
the cuts because it expected the least 
resistance from students. Students 
needed to act to prevent the cuts, he 
said. 

“It’s your future, students,” Bea- 
con said. “It’s not mine.” 

Function-First Design 
Eagle Creek combines 
function and style in 
briefcase design. Many 
styles feature organizer 
panels, expandable 
main compartments, 
"no sag bar" supported 
leather hand grips and a 

padded shoulder strap. 
Constructed of soft, yet 
durable, Cordura-Plus 
nylon, they're backed by 
a Lifetime Guarantee. 

Stop by and see our complete selection of Eagle Creek. 
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You can earn from $200 to $1,300 by participating in a medical 
research study at Harris. Many studies are currently available. If you 
are in good medical condition and meet the criteria below, call us at 

474-PAYS to find out more. 

8i men and women 

a smokers and nonsmokers 
m 19 years oid or older 
a availability: weekend and weekday stays 

Harris testing pays. Call 474-PAYS today! 

BE PART OF THE CURE 

621 Rose Street 
Lincoln, NE 68502 [. .. 


