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ASUN spells out
studentcourtoption

Melanie Brandert
Reporter

ASUN’sstudent court maynothave
its own courtroom or summon voters
for j Jurly duty, but it hears and decides

ike any court.

But some court justices fear stu-
dents don’t realize the court exists.

ChiefJustice Andrew Si said
the court, which has held ings in
the Nebraska Union, interpreted and
enforced the constitution and bylaws
of the Association of Students of the
University of Nebraska.

The court also interprets the ac-

tions of student organizationsthatmay bers

have violated their constitutions.
Sigerson, who is serving his second
term as chief justice, said every
organization’s constitution must meet
ASUN's standards.

“If there’s a question where they
violated their constitution ... we make
that interpretation,” he said.

Whenacomplaint isfiled, Sigerson
said, law studentsusually are assigned
to represent each party. The six us—
ucesmeet before acaseis heard.

required to review ASUN’s con-
stmmon and bylaws so they under-
stand them, he said.

Robert Schafer, a former associate
justice,saiddlecom'theardmlyone
case during last year’s term. The case
involved the International Student

Or

court ruled last May thatISO’s
April 1994 election was invalid be-
cause it was not held in accordance

with election rules set by the
organization’s constitution.

Sigerson said the University Pro-
gram Council’s case against ASUN
was filed in the court but was settled
the day before the hearing.

UPC and the student government
were embroiled in a dispute last fall
overa bylaw change the senate passed
last spring. The change set up a com-
mittee toselect UPC’s executives and
m eglrecmrs Both (:Irgqrélilzlaugg

a compromise, deci:
the student programming bodygs ex-
ecutive council would be chosen by a
committee of ASUN and UPC mem-

Elizabeth Veomett, an associate
justice serving her second term, said
she thought the court heard so few
cases because students didn’t know it
existed.

“I'think the reason is because people
don’t realize it’s an option,” she said.

Sigerson said the court was not
equipped to settle disputes between
students.

Veomett said hearing cases was
difficult at times.

“It was difficult to decide who to
believe sometimes,” she said. “You
feel like younever get the whole story.”

Schafer, now a College of Law
senator for ASUN, disagreed. Jus-
tices make decision based on the facts
and issues presented, he said.

“{A justice) needs to refrain from

ng a premature decision until the
twos; es present the caseand gofrom
there,” Schafer said.
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ing, and many of them were impor-
tant.

“I think welfare reform is an im-
portant enough issue,” he said. “Let’s
take the time to get to the issues.

“There was no delaying tactics. It
was.g , thorough debate on ;the
issues- many, many senators.”

For a one-house government to
work, Bernard-Stevens said, le; sla—
tors];ave to be sure that all an
an issue are examined

With the bill now on select file, one
stage away from a final vote, legisla-
tors aré going to feel even more of a
sqx:ieeze to pass the bill quickly, he
said.
e“e‘:ll?rurmgdeimtt.'. lawmakerscmmd-

two ts, passing one
and defeating another,

The first amendment of the after-
noon retained the current policy of
giving additional benefits to welfare
mothers who have more than twochil-
dren. LB455 stops additional welfare
payments at two children.

Bohlke, the sponsor of the welfare
reform bill, said capping welfare ben-
efifs at two children was not as harsh
as it sounded. She said the family still
received Medicaid, food stamps and

The state, however, would not re-
ward people who decide to have chil-
drg:inﬁmoff‘mancialcrisis.ﬂohlke
said.

Sen. John Lindsay of Omaha said
the amendment should be passed on
principle.

e issue is are we trying to save
money?” he said. “This is not where
the money should be saved.”

Lindsay said the money saved by

capping benefits at two children was=4 =

money that the Deglslaturespanwath
little fanfare on other issues.

The amendment failed ona 17-17
vote.

The other amendment considered
ionsin

by the Legislature struck
LB455 that phased out food stampsin
exchange for cash vouchers.

Sen. Ray Janssen of Nickerson, the

great.

“If they can’t be responsible with
food stamps, how do e?ct them
to be responsible with cash?” he said.

Bohlke said the system in place
now was a broken systmthalneeded
change. She said if senators were not
comfortable with the change, they
would be rejecting reform,

The amendment passed 33-6, with
Bohlke supporting the amendment

assistance for heating their house. after lengthy debate.
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Czech
ministers
to visit

From Staff Reports

Two officials from the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs from the
Czech Republic will. visit the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
today through Sunday.

Dasa van den Horst and
Vilma Anyzova will present a
lecture, “Czech Communitiesin
the World,” which will be held
gwu 7 t%? %.m. in the Nebraska

nion. The lecture is sponsored
by the European Studies Depart-
ment, UNL Komensky Czech
Club and t of Mod-
ern Languages and Literature.

The officials hope to meet
members of the Czech commu-
nity in Nebraska during the re-
ception that follows the lecture
and may visit some Czech com-
munities.

Thenumsle;saremponmblc
for the contacts between the
Czech Republic and Czech mi-
norities in other countries. They
work with minorities in Ukraine
and Russia.
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thiletics
NU SOFTBALL
vs. IOWA STATE

April 22 - 1 p.m./3 p.m.
April 23 - 11 a.m./1 p.m.

Huskers' first foothall
game in Lansing, Mich.

NU Softball Complex, 14th & W
FREE admission on Saturday with Spring Game ticket stub.

NU BASEBALL
vs. IOWA STATE
April 21 - 8:30 p.m.
April 22 - 3 p.m. S
April 23 - 1 p.m.
Buck Beltzer Field

$2 - General admission
FREE - UNL student with photo L.D.
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