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Right tum

But Johanns goes too far with cuts

Lincoln’s government could be moving to the right side of the
abortion debate in attempting to be on no side.

Lincoln Mayor Mike Johanns made a bold decision by recom-
mending that the city take Planned Parenthood and Natural Family
Planning off the city’s budget. But Johanns is only half on target.

The mayor, in announcing his decision this week, said he wanted
to put the city in a neutral position. But in effect, he is taking a side
by cutting the groups’ funding. -

With a Planned Parenthood abortion clinic on the horizon, Johanns
took a step in the right direction. Abortion does not deserve the
public’s money.

Should the city council support Johanns’ proposal when it sees
the budget in June, Planned Parenthood would lose $12,000. That
is about 1 percent of the agency’s $1.1 million budget. Natural Family
Planning would lose $5,000.

Planned Parenthood’s grant from the city went to its sex-educa-
tion budget for programs and materials. However, the money was
only 10 percent of its spending in that area.

The funding is not that significant to the area. Ifanything, a deci-
sion to remove funding has symbolic importance.

Planned Parenthood does perform important andaffordable health
care services, provides birth control and gives counseling. Those
areas should be left untouched, and they will because the public’s
money does not go there.

But Natural Family Planning should not lose any of its funding.
Natural Family Planning is about as far from abortion as you can
get. It is a worthy program and should continue to be supported.

Quotes of the week
“This perverted lifestyle is contrary to the laws of God

and man. It is a crime against nature and will inevitably
bring doom to those who practice it.” -

— Fred Phelps, pastor of the Westboro Baptist Church of Topeka,
Kan., on homosexuality.

“All of the sudden, you begin to see people wanting
things the way they were in the Southwest Conference.”

ball coach Tom Osborme, on SWC commissioner Steve
being named.the first commissioner of the new Big 12
Conference.
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“We remain close and in great support of one another.”

— Part of a statement issued by Julia Roberts and Lyle Lovett an-
- nouncing they were separating after 21 months of marriage.

: “P le aren’t aware what the Contract With America '
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— Carl Kiarer, memberqﬂheﬁebrmha?mgmmﬂzrm ata
protest agatnst the Contract mam
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‘Bigoted dispiay’

In my four years at UNL, I've
seen some pretty asinine demonstra-
tions, ranging from neo-conserva-
tives to pot smokers. Of them all, I
doubt any one of them could top ‘the
utterly stupid, moronic and incred-
ibly bigoted di for prejudiced
faith Twi Tuesday evening
across 12th Street from the Lied
Center.

Pastor Fred Phelps and his
entourage of homophobic zealots
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that I doubt Pat Buchanan or Jerry
Falwell could orchestrate anylhmg
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pug dlspla,y self was
atlts'ﬁnest.what
really me was the
somic of these lspottedat
least four chi in the crowd who
couldn’t have been more than 12

years old.
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own children into hate mongers who
use God to excuse their bi A
moral diet of extrem-
ist thetoric isad way to
raise a child. :
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group,” March 29) is dnsguslmg freedom as written in the Constitu-
Her interview with Phelps’ 7-year-  tion. Why is it that the act ofan
old daughter displays the same American citizen caught red-handed
Jjournalistic ineptitude as Connie while illegally crossing international
Chung in her coaxing of Newt is termed as as an innocent
Gingrich’s mother. mistake ag;lﬂ :231 of anon-U.S. -
, citizen is a mission?
Robert B. Nickeson  What will happen if E Russian
- weapon contractor crosses the
border of the United States ille- -
gally? Will this be an “innocent
mistake”? Everyone knows the
answer. We would go to great
lengths to find out all the secrets and
details and make sure that justice is
W‘V?% take full ibility
not responsi
for all ﬂle “innocent mistakes” we
have committed and make sure to
bring all those responsible to
justice?
The path of double standards
leads to injustice, bigotry and
. Letus t:lse our mn'celﬂ;l to
make peace and prosperity in this
world and not destruction and chaos.
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Amy Schmid/DN We are writing in to the
‘KIdS Wore used’  proicss o e L corr
I am writing in response to the E’kem disa N‘“ :
article “Lied sﬁow sparks protest woki ith t:;moc e “God hates
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should teach the acceptance and that
ove that God attempis to profess. We hope that the demonstration
Asfatthepmmsofﬂame did not reflect the idea thatall -
chm Christians feel the same way as the
And have Protestors stated above. Jesus died
formmmbyallow- FOr OuF IR, RS St ok
mﬁn our righteous deeds, but by God's
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