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Expensive seat

Fishy fund-raising needs investigation

Before the November election, Jon Christensen told his constituents
he was nota real politician. He repeatedly said he was a newcomer to
the campaign circuit.

Even after winning the tight and often dirty race against Peter
Hoagland, he maintained he was working for the people.

“We’re excited to be the people’s representative,” Christensen said
on election night.

Recently, it became known that when the election was over, his fund
raising wasn’t. He solicited contributions from Nebraska businesses
and gave them to the Republican Party’s House campaign committee.

The reported amounts of the contributions varied from $70,000 to
$85,000. In the process, Christensen won a seat on the powerful Ways
and Means Committee, which is rare — if not unheard of — for a
freshman representative.

State and national Republican party leaders say Christensen was
resourceful in gaining his unique committee seat.

Omaha Mayor Hal Daub, a former congressman himself, told the
Omaha World-Herald: “I certainly couldn’t imagine that any seat in
the Congress would be for sale for a measly $80,000.”

What is the price, Mr. Mayor?

The Daily Nebraskan thinks Christensen’s post-election fund
raising for the GOP smacks of a bribe. We agree with Democratic
leaders who have called for an investigation into his committee
appointment.

Jon Christensen did not work alone. His wife, Meredith, who
worked equally hard to raise the funds, wanted him to have his holdon
apowerful committee.

What a grand family affair.

Christensen certainly achieved his goal in distinguishing himself
from the other 72 GOP freshmen. By doing so he proved early on in
his two-year stint that he can’t — and shouldn’t be — trusted.

Dead horse

Some keep bringing up grading issue

Some things never die. ;

They just grow old in the collective mind of the public as they are
brought up again and again.

It seems that at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, one thing that
won’tdieis the idea to change UNL’s grading system to a letter-grade
system that includes both pluses and minuses. The currentsystem only
includes pluses.

The UNL Academic Senate again was asked to consider a change
in the system.

Why has it come up yet again?

The academic senate at the University of Nebraska at Kearney
voted last week to change its grading system to one with both pluses
and minuses. The University of Nebraska at Omaha’s senate voted
Thursday for it.

UNO hasbeen trying to imitate the UNL flagship campus fora long
time, wishing for dormitories and, recently, a new engineering college.

UNL has nothing to gain by imitating the Omaha campus.

Discussion on this issue seems to come up often; apparently,
somewhere it is being kept on life support.

It’s time to pull the plug.
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‘Strip Pool’

In response to the “Strip Pool”
ads that keep appearing in the
Daily Nebraskan: we’re not radical
feminists and we’re not even all
women. We do, however, speak for
many members of this campus and
the student body, from which come
student fees to fund this newspaper.

We find these ads very offensive
and not in accordance with what is
promoted and what is taught here at
UNL. We realized that these
women willingly ti;:lacm themselves
in the video and the ad, but we do
not believe that this means the
Daily Nebraskan is required to run
the ad.

We feel'that there is a time and
a place for this type of material, but
a school-run, state-funded newspa-
per is not one of them. We don’t
mind that our student fees go to
help pay for the Daily Nebraskan,
as we feel most of the issues are
pertinent and newsworthy. How-
ever, in the future, we hope the
advertising staff would consider
more carefully the type of material
students may be offended by.

Aron Utecht
junior
broadcasting

Ajit Ninan
semior
computer engineering

Kiersten Lockie
senior
education

Katherine Jewel
freshman

chemical engineering
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Kerry Eddy/DN

Gun policy

The Daily Nebraskan made an
error in reporting about
Wednesday’s ASUN meeting
(“ASUN opposes proposed code of
conduct change,” March 9).

Contrary to what was reported
about the Residence Hall
Association’s position on the new
gun policy, the RHA Senate did
NOT override President Casart’s
veto of a resolution opposing the
new policy. RHA is divided on this
issue.

My personal feelings on this
issue cause me to be disappointed
with the action taken by ASUN in
opposing the change in policy.
Nearly all campaigns for ASUN,
including the one that brought the
current senate to office, have
claimed to support campus safety.

Yet when ASUN was given the
chance to support a policy designed
to improve safety and to clarify
how guns can be stored without
violating the rule barring them
from campus, the ASUN Senators
voted to o it. Does this mean
that perceived convenience for
gun-owners is more important than
campus safety?

Send your brief letters to:

Daily Nebraskan, 34
Nebraska Union, 1400 R St.,

To be fair, opponents of the new
policy have legitimate concerns
about the accessibility of guns for
those living on East Campus and
about gun-owners who do not like
storing their guns with the police.
But the simple reality is that the
current practice of storing guns in
greek houses and with Resident
Directors in the halls is impractical.

In the halls, RDs should not be
expected to be 24-hour on-call gun
supervisors. And many believe that
the new policy will be more
convenient for gun-owners, since it
provides automatic 24-hour access
and since better storage facilities
are planned than are currently
available in the halls.

Jeremy Vetter
RHA vice president

School lunches

Look out, little kids, I'm coming
to take your school lunch right out
of your mouths. Right when you
are getting ready to take a bite of
your food, I am going to snatch it
out of your hands to leave you
hungry! Just because I'm a Rush
ditto-head. !

For the record, the proposal will
not cut spending on the school
lunch programs, but rather will
decentralize the power of govern-
ment by taking the money that the
federal government generally
spends and giving it to the states in
federal block grants. Funds will not
be cut, but rather increased to the
schools. And furthermore, by
giving the money to the states and
letting the states distribute the
funds, our tax money will be used
more wisely.

So ACORN and all other people
saying that us conservative Repub-
licans are going to steal the food
out of the mouths of our young,
why don’t you just get the facts
straight!

Gene Williams

criminal justice




