Todd Grant
“Strangled Soul”
-ism Recordings
Grade: A

Not one aspect of Todd Grant’s
“Strangled Soul” shows weakness.
Not one songisthe runt of the litter,
nor is one songa poster child for the
entire release.

It’sall just so mcredlbly strong.
After the second time around, lyr-
icsand rhythms are sticking in your

-head, and it leaves you with an

inspiring, intense feeling.

Grant, whose name won’t be
found on any Billboard chart (yet)
but whose name is familiar to local
music fans, offers us a very pol-
ished, very solid 13 songs on
“Strangled Soul.”

It’salways self-defeatingtolock
a musician into a specific sound,
butit’s fairto say that Grant has the
monopoly on dark passion.

“Strangled Soul” is like the man
trying in desperation to reach the
light at the end of the tunnel, but not
knowingwhy he’seven goingthere
in the first place. )

Grant’s use of a variety of in-
struments and backing vocals re-
ally give “Strangled Soul” an edge
on variety. It allows for so much
expansion within each song. It’s a
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perfected type ofraw.

Everythingismastered perfectly.
Sometimes it’s hard to warm up to
local music if you're a Billboard
Top 20 buyer. But “Strangled Soul”
iSS0 daddiclive. it could change your
mind.

— Paula Lavigne

Bettie Serveert
“Lamprey”
Matador Records
Grade: A

After listening to “Lamprey,”
Bettie Serveert’s second full-length
American release, I'm ready to go
out on a limb and say they’re my
favorite band fromthe Netherlands.

Okay, so they also happen to be
the only band I know of from the
Netherlands. But if Bettie Serveert
is any indication as to what Dutch”
music sounds like, I'm ready and

willing to check out some more of
it.

Chock-full of sugary guitar,
catchy rhythms and bitter angst,
“Lamprey” isaquality follow-upto
“Palomine,” which was arguably
one of 1992’s best albums.

But 1992 was a long time ago,
musically speaking. If memory
serves correctly, Nirvana sat atop
the record charts, flannel was the
Big New Thing and Bettie Serveert
was being mysteriously touted asa
“grunge quartet.”

Wait a minute. Did I just put
Bettie Serveert and grunge in the
same sentence? Pardon me, [ must
have been smoking crack.

What Carol van Dijk, Peter
Visser, Herman Bunskoeke and
Berend Dubbe are is definitely not
grunge. It may have the occasion-
ally fuzzy guitar and cynical tone
that propelled Soundgarden and
Mudhoney into the hearts of mil-

lions, or at least thousands.

But the surly growl and smoky
scream of grunge is nowhere to be
found in thisband. Van Dijk doesn’t
groan her lyrics out nonchalantly;
she releases them in a sweet and
distinctive voice that is one of pop
music’s most beautiful possessions.

Guitarist Peter Visser cuts loose
witha subtle barrage of guitar noise
that engrosses but somehow man-
ages to sneak up from behind at the
same time. His style manages to
elude any solid description, but I
kind of like to describe it as clean
and scrappy.

Overall, I'd have to say that
“Lamprey” secures Bettie Serveert
asteady place in the American music
world. It proves “Palomine” was by
no means beginner’s luck and that
the Netherlands has a lot more to
brag about besides tulips and

wooden shoes.
—Jeff Randall
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stories and a novel, Raphael has
ublished several non-fiction
ks. He also has completed a
new collection of short stories and

a mystery novel with a gay, Jew-

ish main character, which have

yet to be pubhﬁmﬂ Also in the

works is a movie based on the .
short story “Dancing on Tisha

B’av,” for which Raphael already .
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Mon&Wed, 2:30 - 4:30pm
1. Mar 6, 8, 13, 156

2, April 3, 5, 10, 12
Tuesday, 9:00-11:00am
3. Feb 28, Mar 7, 14, 28
Tuesday, 2:00 - 4:00pm
4. April 4,11, 18,25

8 hrs of fraining for only $15I
| Sign up in 233 Mabel Lee.
Call 472-9672 for questions.

» 102 piscount
with UNL Student 1.D.

A whole summer of working
with power tools!

| The UNL Department of Housing
_: has great summer employment
¢ opportunities! -
*Great earning potential-$5.00-$7.25
*Positions available for Renovation and Custodial

P> Look for the MAX TAN T—shlrlcontnst k-

a *Guaranteed 40 hours per week,
' with overtime opportunities. entry i issues i
eFlexible Schedules, s e > OF thes T
*Experience in carpentry, electrical, and/or :
plumbing helpful. i

*Great opportunity to experience a variety of
building renovations.

*Best of all, you get to work with POWER TOOLS! =
('Ihemoneym'tbadelﬂ:lm'!)

Apply in person to your residence hall maintenance office
or 1100 Seaton Hall for an interview appointment.
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Just 5 m!nulas from campus
Westgate Shopping Center
(Behind Runza)
477-7444

gy — o pr——— =




