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More reasons

Omne report shows engineering too costly

Today, the engineering debate between the Lincoln and Omaha
campuses of the NU system enters the homerun stretch. After nine
months of waiting; the nine-member task forcc comprised of
administrators, faculty and businessmen will be released to regents
and the media.

In 10 days, the NU Board of Regents will consider and possibly
vote on creating a separate engineering college at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.

This yearlong controversy is dragging on. First consultants,
now a task force. Few new developments have been announced.

But Wednesday, the Daily Nebraskan obtained a report that was
conducted without commission by university administrators or
regents. .

Robert F. Allen, the chairman of the economics and finance
department at Creighton University, analyzed the consequences of
expanded engineering education.

“Only rather modest expenditures of taxpayer funds could be
justified to expand engineering education within the state of
Nebraska at this time,” Allen wrote in a letter to NU President
Dennis Smith.

Allen’s findings are logical. The cost of equipment, buildings
and institutional support negates the need for another college.

This study is a perfect example of how the state cannot support a
second engineering college. It’s not only a Lincoln or Omaha issue.

Now is the time for constituents to make their feelings known to
their state legislators and regents.

You have 10 days.

- Still owing

And owing, and owing, and owing. ...

Wimpy would have made a fine college student.

“I'd gladly pay you Tuesday for a hamburger today,” the
“Popeye” character said on more than one occasion.

But today’s college students are borrowing more than ham-
burger money. L

The cost of a college education is increasing and financial help
for students is decreasing. Students are turning to loans and credit
cards to pay for their degrees.

A higher education expert told the Coordinating Commission
for Post Secondary Education on Monday that student financial
aid has steadily decreased since the 1970s.

Thomas O’Neill Jr. said campus-based student aid has declined
48 percent. The maximum Pell Grant award has declined by 38
percent. -

_ So students tumn to loans. After four or more years of borrow-
ing, students graduate deeply in the red. Their years at NU leave
them with a debt that will burden them for years.

It is time for Nebraska voters and legislators to stop adding to
the college students’ burden. Furthermore, it is time to stop
relieving some of that burden. '

The commission sent a letter to the governor this month, asking
him to increase financial support for Nebraska’s college students.

The governor and the rest of Nebraska should heed the

commission’s call.
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CINDY LANGE-KUBICK

Mom, stop talking like a baby
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P.S. Write Back

The Daily Nebraskan wants to hear from you. If you
want to voice your opinion about an article that
appears in the newspaper, let us know. Just write a
briefletter to the cditor and sign it (don’t forget your
student ID number) and mail it to the Daily Nebras-
- kan, 34 Nebraska Union, 1400 R Street, Lincoln, NE

68588-0448, or stop by the office in the bascment of
the Nebraska Union and visit with us. We're all cars.




