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Open the doors

Media should be let back in courtroom

If Thomas Jefferson was still around, he would have cringed
Thursday.

Superior Court Judge Lance Ito barred the media from part of
the jury selection in the O.J. Simpson case. Ito also ruled that
potential jurors be questioned secretly about how they had been
affected by the case’s publicity.

Closed courtrooms are dangerous. The First Amendment was
adopted to protect such closure.

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thercof, or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press ...”

In our opinion, Ito’s ruling strays from the law. Ito alrcady has
limited press coverage of jury selection. Banning the electronic
media and all but four reporters from the courtroom was under-
standable, but Thursday’s ruling was not.

At least four days of jury selection will go on behind closed
doors. It is important to remember that the people of the state of
California are prosecuting Simpson for the Junc deaths of his ex-
wife and her friend. And they have a right to be informed of what
is happening inside the courtroom.

The press frenzy this case has generated has been crazy. Televi-
sion coverage of the Simpson saga has rcached as far away as
Tibet. But we guarantee that closing the doors of the courtroom to
the Fourth Estate will not ease the frenzy.

— IR

“We won’t spend a dime more than it will take to
effectively communicate to our voters in our dis-
trict the issues facing the university.” '

— NU Board of Regents candidate Keith Vrbicky of Norfolk,
discussing his $46,000 campaign spending bill,

“I don’t want to talk bad about them, because
they're a great football team, but they do play dirty.
Once they tried poking my eyes out and tried to
gouge my eyes. They were grabbing me in places
I’'m sure you don’t want to even hear about.”

— Kansas State quarterback Chad May on Nebraska's style of play
after the Wildcats 17-6 loss to the Cornhuskers last week.

“We look at how Mrs. Stoney has treated Kerrey in
the past 12 months. If she's going to ask questions
about Kerrey’s record, we’ll ask about hers. We
don’t call this negative.”

— Steve Jarding, Sen. Bob Kerrey's campaign press secrelary,

reacting to charges of negative campaigning in the Nebraska
senale race.

“It’s drive and preach, drive and preach. It’s hor-
rible, and it's glorious.”
— Rachel Woroniecki, who travels around the country with her
husband and six children calling for students to believe in j]esus
Christ,
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Fundamentalism

In the weeks that have passed
since it came out, | expected to see
somebody respond to Rev. Dave
Holmes’ letter, which
mischaracterized all fundamental-
ists as dangerous and suffering
from psychological disorders. | am
prepared to give Rev. Holmes the
benefit of the-doubt, assumingrhe is
merely misinformed and not
willfully slanderous. His state-
ments, however, need to be chal-
lenged. "

irst, he attempts to portray the
man who murdered the abortion
doctor as being representative of
“the danger of fundamentalists.”
The fact is that every movement
will have those individuals within it
who do not represent the majority
of adherents. How many feminists
believe that all sex is rape, even
consensual sex in marriage? Not
many, and those who do arc a
fringe element. It would be wrong
to line these extremists with those
who simply want equal pay and
equal opportunity in the workplace,
just as it is wrong to line the
doctor's murderer with all those
who simply don’t want to see
unborn children killed in the name
of “privacy” or “choice.”

Rev. Holmes has a lem with
fundamentalists who “know they
are right.” Has Rev. Holmes
surrounded himself with people
who “know they are wron
Eve:wodz;bo takes an advocacy
position so believing they are
right. Have you ever been to a pro-
choice, ﬁf rights or anti-death
penalty K’:Are these people less
convinced that they are right or any
less committed to seeing their view
of what is right enshrined in the
law? Yet it is only fundamentalists
who somehow pose a threat when
lhe; do the same things.

inally, he sees %
as “against more things
he or e I o

fear more than hope.” Noth
could be further from the A
Most fun si
believe that the Biblé is God's
word, and the Bible is true, Conse-
qnemifwebcliwclheaiblcm
something is wrong, we will oppose
it. Lest you rush to claim “separa-
tion of church and state,” let me
remind you that many of the
abolitionists opposed slavery on the
grounds that it was wrong in the
eyes of God. '
Should t hm‘mnnined?:iet
and permitied slavery to go on
order to avoid g their
religion on others? Of course not,

and the same faith in the God of the
Bible that moves us to

abortion, as it ma(:ved tberg‘;o
oppose slavery, also provides us
with a hope that Rev, Holmes does
not seem to ize.

If everything else in my world
crashes down on my head and |
have nothing left, I know that |
have a God who loved me enough
to die for me and will one day call
me 1o stand in his presence for all
eternity. It is that hope that has

me when nothing

gotten me through

else could, itisa lu?: Eﬂler than
any fear | have ever and itisa
hope 1 didn’t have until | became a
fundamentalist.

Let me ask this of those who
believe Rev. Holmes to be right:
given a choice between a world in
which le acknowledge God and
serve Him, and a world which
denies any absolute truth and thus
cach man is a law unto himself,
which would you prefer?

Brad Pardee| 5C2PeS

Love Library staff

ailment, Patients are being referred
to the black market for their supply
because the Drug Enforcement

Agency refuses to let marijuana be
reassigned as a schedule 2 drug
allowing it to be prescribed by a
doctor for legitimate medical use.
tlij:ting pgllicnls as pawn in a failing

is disgusting.

nd, keeping marijuana

illegal has not stopped its recre-
ational use, but has effectively
prevented farmers from growing it
and the United States from using
hemp for all the products being
produced in many other countrics.
From seed for food or oil, to the
fiber for textiles, paper and build-
ing materials, Cannabis Sativa has
been grown and adapted by humans
since before recorded history. Hemp
grows all over Nebraska, but we are
not allowed to use it for commercial
industrial uses.

Last, but not least, is the
recreational aspect. Marijuana
prohibition has actually sensation-
alized this usc and created a very
lucrative black market that largely
taxation and drains billions
of dollars from the legitimate
economy. As more and more
professional people find marijuana
a pleasing alternative to other
consciousness altering substances,
the prices have steadily escalated.

It is overdue to stop the persecu-
tion of marijuana consumers who
violate no other law. Either make
alcohol, coffee, and cigarettes
illegal also, or let martjuana join
the group. Bring this substance
back into the legitimate economy.
Tax us! The revenue would be

umin .
) ex.iuing drug tax in Ne-

braska is not a revenue measure,
but a confiscatory and forfeiture
measure. It is a means for our statc
mmlie 'qumﬂylesi'
yet to be carned ( ti-
mate income) without any burden
of proof or right to a trial. This is
applied to less than | percent of
consumers or dealers.

\lfcll%ea;:)mlnﬂl:bnm[.
servi 1o 50 years in prison for
less than 5 of

David Smkhl

UNL NORML/HEMP



