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ARTS GENTERTAINMENT

By Paula Lavigne
Senior Reporter

They hide in the woods. They
have guns. They fire and run,

“Dead man down!” A man’s
been shot — with paint,

On an average weekday, Al
Evelyn is the director of research
finance and operations at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln. On
the weekend, he is ready to paint,
but not with a brush — with a gun.

James Baysinger, a sophomore
nursing major at Union College,
gazed recently at a glass case full of
weapons and ammunition, He was
looking for a pistol, but he wasn’t
preparing for a weekend hunt.

Evelyn and Baysinger were pre-
paring for a weckend paintball
game at Conestoga Park. Th
only two of the thousands of Ne-
braskans who have played paintball
in the past year.

Paintball parodies laser tag, but
the playing field for paintball is
outdoors, and the guns shoot balls
of colored vegetable oil.

Evelyn said he had no interest
in paintball until his son convinced
him to play.

“I thought it was sort of differ-
ent,” he said, “but fathers do what
their sons want to do.”

Evelyn’s son has since dropped
Ramlball to save up for a car, but

father is hooked.

M‘l‘ll sa hobbyof. It reduced sl;ess.
andit's awa ting away from
things,” Evefynsg'::l &fhcnl play
| don’t think about anything clse
other than the

Evelyn spenﬁm hisdaysbehind a
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paintball at

Conestoga Park. Players, armed with small

that fire peliets of

weapons
paint, battle every Sunday, playing games such as “Capture the Flag” and “Ambush.”

desk working on his computer. He
said he used paintball to case fam-
ily, work and financial pressures.
Evelyn said paintball was a good
family bonding activity. He said he
had scen fathersand sons or daugh-
ters — even whole families —
playing paintball.
“In the game, age and size and
don’t malter, so a 13-year-
old boy and his 35-ynr-old father
reity equal,” he said. “It’s
good for women loo, because it’s so

equal.”

Chuck Jeffers, owner of Gen-
eral Jeffers Army Navy Store, said
this general equality drew many
people to paintball. He said when

he offered paintball supplies in ,

1990, about 12 people were inter-
ested.
Lzltst year, he supplied 2,200
e.
“It’s a good, safe sport, as long
as you mind the rules,” he said.
Jeffers said anyone could play

paintball.

“I have two 13-year-old daugh-
ters who play. My wife plays. I've
had some9-and 10-year-oldsplay,”
he said. “I had one guy who played
on crutches for a year and a half.

“We called him *Tick," because
once you got him in, you could
never get him out.”

Paintball equipment includes a
paintball gun, a face mask, goggles,
air tanks and paint pellets. The
pellets consist of vegetable oil and

coloring encased in gelatin.

A beginner single-shot gun
starts at about $75, Moving up, a
pump gun costs $150 to $200. The
next range is a semiautomatic gun,
which can cost more than $1,200.

Abeginnercan be fully equipped

for $200, and a more advanced
player can pay more than $3,000.
Equipment can be rented for about
$30 per person, including a “green
fee” or field admission charge.

Paintball can be played several
ways. The two most popular are
five-man and 10-man “Capture the
Flag” games. Teams start al oppo-
site ends of the field, with a flag in
the center or at each team’s start-
ing point. The object is to get the
flag and hang it at the opposing
team’s starting point.

When a man is hit, he has to
shout “Dead man down!” and re-
treal to a safety zone. JefTers said
the game relied on honesty.

“You do get some guys who try
to wipe the stuffoff,” he said. “That
doesn’t last for long, because you
find out who they are and shool
them 10 or 15 times. Thenit’sa lot
harder to wipe off.”

No matter how it’s played, Ed
Poorman, owner of Splat City, a
paintball store in Keamney, said
paintball’s popularity was on the
nse.

Poorman said Necbraska had
played host to four tournaments
and “big games” so far this year.

A “big game,” he said, is one in
which more than 400 people can
register, and each team consists of

See PAINTBALL on 10

New videos
not intended

for children
By Gerry Beltz

It's not a weck for the kids on
the new video release shelves; ev-
erything is rated R. However, fear
not! The pick of the week is a
rnado-for-hdmwc thatthe adults
will love, too! All new movies were
released on Wednesday.

“The Paper” (R) — Director
Ron Howard (“Backdraft,”

“Splash™) brings the life of a met-
ropolitan n to the big
screen, with the of a megastar
cast that includes Michacl Kealon,
Glenn Close and Marisa Tomei.

Alt the movie covers a
large n of lots — rang-
ing from story ines to gun-
loting columnists — everythin
flows and comes rwell, a
all the performers are tetrific.

“The Inkwell” (R) — Set in

See NEWVID on 10

Led Zeppelin reception

won'’t inclu

2 band memebers

o play on MTV's
“Unleded” show

By Paula Lavigne
Senior Reporter

John Paul Jones, the former
Led Zeppelin bassist and
keyboardist, won't be a part of
;«?Pli t's “Unledded” reunion on

In fact, Jonesdidn'teven know
that his former hlndmales, gui-
tarist Jimm and singer
RoberlPlanl, togeigr

in until he mmu it on

C , Jones saidina phone inter-
view from E

“l was ;ln y lnrpmed

nﬁﬂ ?m‘d usually nall

you're doing some-
thing like llnl

de bassist

Jones said he spoke to both
Page and Plant more than a year
ago and said the two were fine,
His attitude toward the reunion
was indifferent.

“We never were a social group,
and that is one of the reasons we
were so successful,” Jones said.

While Led Zeppelin was to-
gether, the band members saw
cach other only when they were
on the road, he said. When they
weredone touring, they went their
separate ways.

“It’s nosurprise | haven't spo-
ken to them.”

Jones said he would have con-
sidered joining Page and Plant if
the venture was going tobe finan-
cially profitable and if the mem-
bers were going (o create new

Led in disbanded in
December afterthe Septem-
ber death of drummer John
Bonham,




