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No. 2 Huskers face Oklahoma State

By Mitch Sherman son in 1992 was followed by a 3-8
Senlor Reporter season a year ago.

In Pat Jones' coaching career at
Oklahoma State, his Cowboy teams
have played Nebraska 10 times.

Ten times Oklahoma State has
lost.

On the surface, it appears to be a
lopsided series, but as Nebraska
coach Tom Osborne is quick to point
out, the Cowboys’ lack of success is
not a result of poor effort.

“We have had some close ones,”
Osborne said. “And they have always
had excellent athletes.”

Jones will try again to notch his
first win against the Cornhuskers at
Memorial Stadium on Saturday at |

Jm.
5 Last season, Oklahoma State led
the Huskers 13-6 at halftime before
Nebraska scored 21 unanswered sec-
ond-half points. The Huskers escaped
Stillwater with a 27-13 victory.

Osborne, who owns a 20-0-1
record against Oklahoma State, said
he expected another battle from the
Cowboys.

“They play hard,” he said. “Over-
all, Oklahoma State has pretty good
team speed. Defensively they move
around well and have been fairly im-
pressive in terms of the people they
have.”

The Cowboys, 3-1 this season, are
emerging from one of the most un-
successful periods in Oklahoma State
football history. After two consecu-
tive 10-win seasons in 1987 and
1988, the Cowboys fell to 4-7 in 1989
and 1990.

In 1991, they hit rock bottom, go-
ing 0-10-1 and suffering badly from
the effects of NCAA probation. Since
then, the Cowboys have gradually
begun to move forward. A 4-6-1 sea-

“I really think they are starting to
come out of their effects from the pro-
bation,” Osborne said.

The Cowboys rallied for their third
win of the season last week. Place-
kicker Lawson Vaughn drilled a last-
second 43-yard ﬂe?d goal to defeat
Division 1-AA North Texas 36-34 last
week in Stillwater. Nebraska beat
North Texas 76-14 last year in Lin-
coln.

But Osborne dismissed the tom-

ison between Nebraska and Okla-

oma State just because both teams
played the same opponent.

“In that game, | think it was a case
of North Texas being excited to play
Oklahoma State, and Oklahoma State
probably not being quite ready for
North Texas,” Osborne said. “It came
down to the wire, and it was an in-
teresting ballgame.”

Osborne said he expected a better
showing this week from the Cowboys,
who also have wins over Northern
Illinois and Tulsa.

A key to Nebraska's success Sat-
urday, he said, will be the Huskers’
ability to contain Cowboy quarter-
back Tone Jones. Jones, who took
over the starting job four games into
his true freshman season in 1993, has
averaged 154.5 yards of total offense
per game this year.

“He seems to be a very good
player,” Osborne said. “He has good
quickness, and he has a little more
maturity now.”

Nebraska's quarterback situation,
Osborne said, is not quite as stable.
Despite still feeling soreness in his
chest, Brook Berringer will make his
second career start for the Huskers.

See OSU on 8
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